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School board in limbo
Shiloh board awaits approval of intergovernmental agreement for resource officer 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME —Shiloh is still 
waiting for the intergovern-
mental contract between Ed-
gar County and the school 
district to make the estab-
lishment of a school resource 
officer a reality in the school.

The update on the prog-
ress — or lack of it — was 
given to the board by Interim 
Superintendent of Schools 
Allen Hall during the board’s 
final meeting of the year 
Monday, Dec. 17.

The Shiloh school board 
began discussing adding a 
school resource officer ear-
lier this year following the 
school shootings at Parkland 
High School in Florida and 
Santa Fe High School in Tex-
as. There was concern among 
board members expressed at 

that time and in other dis-
cussions the location of the 
school — just off U.S. Route 
36 in Hume — would make 
a quick response to an inci-
dent impossible.

Hall said the hold up is 
the intergovernmental agree-
ment that requires approval 
by the county as well as the 
county sheriff. “It’s matter of 
getting it done,” he said.

Board members urged 
Hall to be more insistent 
with Edgar County State’s 
Attorney Mark Isaf and Ed-
gar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
in his next phone call to 
them.

A structural engineer was 
scheduled to visit Shiloh 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 to begin 
a study to determine if the 
roof on the multi-purpose 
room and the roof on the 

gym will support an air con-
ditioner. 

Hall said two people were 
scheduled to be on site.” We 
expect they will get back 
with us in week or two,” he 
said.

If the two roofs are not 
sturdy enough, Hall said the 
district could investigate if 
they could be strengthened 
with additional beams.

A meeting with the faculty 
concerning the new policy 
on fundraisers went well, 
Hall said. He reported the 
school’s FFA organization 
would still like to sell straw-
berries and fruit. There was 
some concern expressed by 
board members whether 
making an exception to the 
no outside sales for the FFA 
would create a problem, but 
Hall was confident every-

thing can be worked out.
In other business, the 

board:
nHeard the banners in 

the gym are in bad shape and 
need to be replaced. Hall said 
the cost will be about $500. 
He also noted the school 
needs to put up banners for 
Tri-County sports as well.
nHeard six students are 

enrolled in the school’s weld-
ing class.
nApproved a new fee 

schedule for the gym and 
multi-purpose room as a cost 
of $17 an hour. Hall said the 
cost is based on the school’s 
average hourly wage of a cus-
todian. “We want to keep the 
rental cost low,” he said. The 
rental fee only applies to out-
side organizations, Hall said.
nHeard from princi-

pal Beth Harbaugh the 

Tri-County principals have 
met and reviewed the fall 
sports coaches. She remind-
ed the board members this is 
the last year for the present 
Little Okaw Valley Confer-
ence. Next year there will be 
10 teams.
nHeard student orga-

nizations and groups were 
challenged to put up holiday 
displays in the main hallway. 
Harbaugh said there was a 
good response as the halls 
were filled with trees and 
other displays. The Spanish 
Club display was a decorated 
cactus, she said.
nEmployed Kayla Krapf 

as a music teacher.
nApproved the employ-

ment of Allen Hall as the in-
terim superintendent for the 
district for the 2019-2020 
school year.

SHOP WITH A COP SERVES LOCAL KIDS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A large group of volunteers helped with the Dec. 15 Shop with a Cop event. Agencies and organizations represented 
include: Paris Police Department, Edgar County Sheriff’s Department, Chrisman Police Department, Kansas Police 
Department, Brocton Police Department, Paris Fire Department, Chrisman Fire Department, Edgar County Emergen-
cy Services and Disaster Agency, Edgar County Probation Department, Edgar County Circuit Clerk’s Office, City of 
Paris, Edgar County Special Service Area Ambulance, Horizon Health Ambulance, Elks Club, PEO Sisterhood, Mayo 
Redbird Leadership, Paris High School Key Club, Lions Club and individuals.

Cops bring Christmas
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It was a good year for Shop with a Cop. 
Detective Eric Brown said financial 

donations picked up strongly at the 
end, which Paris Police Department 
administrative assistant Melissa Gar-
ner said put the charity right on track 
for making the 2018 goal.

As of Tuesday, Dec. 18, more than 
$45,000 was donated and Garner 
said money was still coming in.

The money finances the event but 
it is volunteers that make it happen. 
A large group of volunteers showed 
up at Wal-Mart Dec. 15 to help the 
police take children around shopping 
for shoes, coats and other winter-ap-
propriate clothing. 

Volunteers represented the Paris 
Police Department, Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, Chrisman 
Police Department, Kansas Police 
Department, Brocton Police De-
partment, Paris Fire Department, 
Chrisman Fire Department, Edgar 
County Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency, Edgar County Pro-
bation Department, Edgar County 
Circuit Clerk’s Office, City of Paris, 
Edgar County Special Service Area 
Ambulance, Horizon Health Ambu-

lance, Elks Club, PEO Sisterhood, 
Mayo Redbird Leadership Squad, 
Paris High School Key Club, Lions 
Club and local residents.

With the large number of volun-
teers on hand, the long line of families 
receiving help that wound through 
several aisles of the store moved at a 
steady pace from the 7 a.m. start until 
the last family arrived at the registra-

tion point at 9 a.m.
Garner appreciated how many vol-

unteers helped. She said somebody 
was always available to take a family 
shopping so nobody had to wait.

At the end of the event, 322 Edgar 
County children were helped. That 
number is down a little from 2017 
when 350 children participated in 
Shop with a Cop.  

Gary Henry/The Paris Police Department

Eric Brown, a Paris Police Department detective, partnered with Damon Cline 
for a shopping trip seeking warm clothes for the winter during the Dec. 15 
Shop with a Cop event.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County emergency ser-
vice dispatching is a unique crea-
ture.

It is an amalgam of the Edgar 
County Emergency Telephone 
System Board (ETSB) and the Ed-
gar County Sheriff’s Department. 
The sheriff hires and staffs the 
emergency call center in the jail, 
but all of the telephone and radio 
equipment is paid for by the ETSB.

Technically, the dispatchers 
hired by the sheriff are in charge 
of answering calls to the depart-
ment and radio communications 
by deputies in the field. In Edgar 
County, they also answer the 911 
phone, dispatch all fire and ambu-
lance calls in the county, handle 
field communication for those 
agencies, plus some dispatching for 
the Chrisman, Hume, Brocton and 
Kansas police departments. 

In other places, the ETSB service 
maintains a separate building and 
hires staff for dispatching duties. 

The local ETSB voluntarily reim-
burses Edgar County 40 percent of 
the cost for dispatchers since about 
40 percent of their time is devoted 
to taking and managing emergency 
911 calls. 

ETSB member Eric Shaugh-
nessy suggested at the Monday, 
Dec. 17, meeting the reimburse-
ment be raised to 50 percent.

“To do right by the county, we 
should cover that,” said Shaugh-
nessy, noting without partnering 
with the sheriff’s department the 
ETSB is responsible for the entire 
cost of operating a 24-hour-a-day 
call center.

Shaughnessy’s proposal opened 
the door to a discussion about how 
much say the ETSB should have in 
the hiring decisions and resolving 
any disciplinary complaints involv-
ing dispatchers.

Troy Eads, ETSB president, said 
the current system has some gray 
areas regarding the chain of com-
mand. While the sheriff hires dis-
patchers and they do work related 
to the sheriff’s department, 911 
coordinator Nanette Crippes is re-
sponsible for the 911 dispatching 
operation and oversees people for 
that work.

“There is some question about 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The new 
city attorney for Chrisman is 
jumping in with both feet.

Robert Morris, an associate 
with the Asher & Smith Law 
Firm in Paris, attended the 
Chrisman City Council meet-
ing Monday, Dec. 17, to re-
port on the progress of a water 
purchase agreement between 
Chrisman and Paris.

After meeting with Paris 
Mayor Craig Smith, Morris 

is working on the develop-
mental agreement contract 
between the two cities as well 
as the water purchase agree-
ment. He plans to have both 
documents to the Chrisman 
council for review by the end 
of January. 

“The mayor did tell me 
Paris plans to apply for loan 
forgiveness with the EPA 
(Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency), which will 
include both Paris and Chris-
man,” said Morris.

Paris plans to build a water 
line north along state Route 1 
to the intersection with U.S. 
Route 36 at Chrisman and 
is pursuing an EPA loan to 
finance the project. Paris can 
obtain a better interest rate 
for the project than Chrisman 
can and Paris is also eligible to 
seek loan forgiveness after a 
period of time which will re-
duce the overall  payback costs 
for both communities.

After being welcomed into 
the job, Morris was then greet-

ed with the famous, “We don’t 
want to overload you at the 
start, but…”

Mayor Dan Owen wants 
Morris to pursue a matter in 
which the city was overbilled 
by $10,000 for chemicals at 
the water plant and has not 
been successful in getting the 
company to refund the mon-
ey. The other issue high on 
Owen’s priorities is finding 
a way to demolish derelict 
buildings in town. 

“We need a legal road to force 

property owners to cleanup,” 
said Owen. “The city doesn’t 
want to own those properties.”

One tactic some commu-
nities use is to purchase aban-
doned and neglected prop-
erties through the county tax 
sale. It is a multi-year process 
that results in the problem 
sites continuing to deteriorate, 
but it establishes clear legal 
ownership and authority for 
local government to raze old 
buildings.

ESTB asks 
who pays

Chrisman city attorney handed a to-do list
See ESTB, Page 8A

See CHRISMAN, Page 1A



TODAY

SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST
The VFW Auxiliary Men’s Schol-
arship Breakfast is at the post 
home on West Court Street from 
8-11 a.m. The menu includes 
eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, 
pancakes, biscuits and gravy, 
fruit and assorted pastries, with 
coffee, tea, milk and juice to 
drink. All proceeds go toward the 
scholarship.

SANTA VISITS VFW
Santa Claus will visit the VFW 
post home on West Court Street 
from 1-3 p.m.

ELF TRAINING
Children have the opportunity to 
train as first class elves by visit-
ing the Terre Children’s Museum. 
The training activity schedule is 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 22; 11 a.m. 
Dec. 26; and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
29. Completing all training tasks 
earns the child an elf badge. More 
information about the program is 
available by calling the museum 
at 812-235-5548.

MONDAY
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 3:30 
p.m. children’s choir performs; 
4 p.m. Mass; 9:30 p.m. choir 
performs and 10 p.m. Christmas 
Eve Mass.
St. Aloysius Church, 6:30 p.m. 
choir performs and 7 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve Mass.
Nevins Christian Church, 6 p.m., 
the Bethlehem Birth Record.
Hume Christian Church 6 p.m., 
candlelight service.
Lake Ridge Christian Church, 5 
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SOIL NUTRIENT LOSS JAN. 31 
The Illinois Extension is hosting a program Jan. 31, 2019, 
regarding soil nutrient loss and how to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. 
Watershed Outreach Associate Jennifer Woodyard discusses the 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and the Embarras and Little 
Wabash watersheds. Jesse Soule, Commercial Agriculture Exten-
sion Educator, talks about best practices for reducing nutrient 
loss. Ag and Natural Resources Program Coordinator, Kim Trine, 
shows how to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. for farm decision-making. 
The free program is available 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the Edgar Coun-
ty Extension, 210 W. Washington Street, Paris; 12:30-2:30 p.m. at 
the Clark County Extension, 15493 N. State Hwy. 1, Marshall; and 
4-6 p.m. at the Crawford County Extension, 216 S. Cross Street. 
Snacks will be provided at each location. Register online at 
go.illinois.edu/talkingtour or by calling 217-826-5422 to choose 
the time and location that’s best.  

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

43   29
Prec: 0%

41   26
Prec: 0%

44   30
Prec: 0%

42   32
Prec: 30%

46   39
Prec: 40%

52   38
Prec: 50%

45   35
Prec: 10%

TODAY — Mostly sunny with above average 
highs in the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
highs in the lower 40s.

MONDAY — A little warmer with highs in the 
mid 40s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:08 a.m. 4:31 p.m. 4:47 p.m. 6:50 a.m.

SUNDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:31 p.m. 5:50 p.m. 7:55 a.m.

MONDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 6:59 p.m. 8:53 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 8:10 p.m. 9:44 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:33 p.m. 9:22 p.m. 10:28 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:34 p.m. 10:33 p.m. 11:06 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:34 p.m. 11:41 p.m. 11:39 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36°/21°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62° in 1933
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -22° in 1989

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.75”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.14”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.00”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41.46”

NORMAL:    High: 36   Low: 21    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman and 

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

Copyright 2018 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

The Opportunity  Bank  |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

Happy Holidays!
Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441
Bus. Phone:(217) 826-2346
Toll Free: 1-866-826-FORD

Ford

Dresses 
ranging from 

This is the perfect opportunity to 
shop for an amazing, gently used 

Prom Dress at a great price! Why pay 
Boutique prices for a dress you are 

only going to wear once!! 
We will be collecting dresses the week 
of January 28th-February 1st @ PHS.

$50 

Sell 
your

dress for $5. You 
set your price!

PHS B.I.O.N.I.C. Club

Dress
Sale

Saturday, Feb. 2
10 a.m. @ PHS

p.m. and 7 p.m. Christmas Eve 
services 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church, 6 p.m. joint Christmas 
Eve service with the Vermilion 
United Methodist
First Baptist Church, 6 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service featuring 
greetings and music perfor-
mance.
First Christian Church, 7 p.m. 
Carols, Candlelight and Commu-
nion service with parent-child 
dedications.  
Bell Ridge Christian Church, 6 
p.m. play by the congregation 
based on “A Christmas Carol.”

First United Methodist Church, 6 
p.m. worship service.
Grace Lutheran Church, 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service. 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 7 p.m. 
EST Christmas Eve Vigil.
Presbyterian Church, 11 p.m. mid-
night service featuring lessons 
and carols.

TUESDAY

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 9 
a.m. Christmas morning Mass
Grace Lutheran Church, 9:30 
a.m. worship service.

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 11 a.m. 
EST Christmas morning Mass

CHRISTMAS DINNER
The First United Methodist 
Church of Paris is hosting a free 
Christmas dinner. Service starts 
at noon at the church. This event 
is designed for people who are 
alone on Christmas Day, or may 
not have the ability to prepare a 
meal. Those wanting to partici-
pate must call 217-466-4215 by 
Dec. 22 to confirm attendance so 
church volunteers can plan for 
how much food to prepare. The 
same number can also be used 
to arrange a ride to the church or 
delivery of a meal to a shut-in. 

WEDNESDAY

FOOD PANTRY CLOSES
The Compassionate Food Min-
istry’s Food Pantry will not do a 
distribution Dec. 26
so volunteers may spend holiday 
time with their families.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is beef and noodles, 
mashed potatoes, green beans 
or corn and a white or wheat 
roll. The cost is $5. Drinks are 50 
cents and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

ELF TRAINING
Children have the opportunity 
to train as first class elves by 
visiting the Terre Children’s 
Museum. The training activity 
schedule is 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
29. Completing all training tasks 
earns the child an elf badge. More 
information about the program is 
available by calling the museum 
at 812-235-5548.

PARTY AT THE LIBRARY
Paris Public Library is hosting 
a New Year’s Eve party from 11 
a.m.-noon Dec. 31 for those too 
young to ring in the New Year at 
midnight. Celebrate the coming 
New Year preschool-style with 
stories, games and a countdown 
to noon. Activities are aimed at 
ages 3-5 but children slight-
ly younger or older are also 
welcome. Call 463-3950, email 
read@parispubliclibrary.org or 
stop by the library to sign up.

DEADLINE TO FILE COMPLAINT
The deadline for filing complaints 
against the 2018 property as-
sessments must be in the Super-
visor of Assessments Office, 111 
N. Central, Paris, or post marked 
by, Dec. 31, 2018.

NEW KITCHEN APPLIANCES
Paris Public Library is hosting a 
What’s New in the Kitchen, 6-7 
p.m. Jan. 9 with Mary Liz Wright 
from U of I Extension. Wright will 
talk about the pros/cons, safety 
issues, myths, and benefits about 
four new kitchen appliances: 
spiralizers, heavy duty blenders, 
air fryers and electric pressure 
cookers. Call 563-3950, email 
read@parispubliclibraryt.org or 
stop by the library to sign up.

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Delivering 
Our Best at 
Christmas time
To all of our valued readers and 

friends,go our sincere best 
wishes for a merry and bright 

holiday season filled withpeace, joy 
and contentment. We are so proud 
to be a part of this fine community, 
and we consider it an honor to be the 
localand trusted news source 
you turn to throughout 
the year.

Thank you for 
your readership 
and support.

Merry Christmas!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL • 217-921-3216

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

Merry Christmas and thank you to our customers 
for making 2018 a great year!

Headaches are one of the most common 
non-specific complaints any doctor’s office 
hears.  In some cases they can be related to your 

eyes.  Uncorrected farsightedness (hyperopia), difficulty focus-
ing as we get older (presbyopia) or an eye muscle imbalance 
often cause frontal headaches.  Headaches can also be due to 
severe inflammation of the eye or untreated glaucoma.  In many 
cases wearing glasses/contacts or just getting the appropriate 
treatment for an eye care condition can reduce or eliminate 
headaches altogether.  Also remember to take breaks while read-
ing or using a computer.  Although some headaches are due to 
an eye issue, headaches are far more often caused by stress, fa-
tigue, high blood pressure, sinus/allergy, poor diet, injury or den-
tal issues.  Part of our job is to rule out eye issues and make the 
appropriate recommendation for further care, usually by way 
of your family doctor.  Remember to always discuss headaches 
with both your primary care doctor and eye care professional.  
In the meantime eat right, get plenty of sleep and don’t be so 
stressed out!  Have a fantastic Christmas and best wishes for the 
new year!

EYES
On Dry Eyes

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

Visit our new website! www.bettyjaneskitchen.com

Betty Jane’s 
    Kitchen110 E. Madison

Paris 

Dining Room
Wed-Fri:  8:00-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Drive-thru  
Wed-Fri:  6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

217-921-3764

We will be closed 
December 26th - January 5th and 

reopen with normal business hours on 
Wednesday, January 9th. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
 from all of us at Betty Jane’s Kitchen

Glow Bingo

Doors Open at 4:30 p.m. , 
Early Birds at 6 p.m., 

Glow Bingo at 6:30 p.m.

GLOW IN THE DARK - DANCING 
IN YOUR SEAT BINGO!

Games paying $250.00 & a $750.00 JACKPOT
(pots subject to attendance)

$25 BUY IN!  Must be 18 to play! 

*DJ Danny Wayne will be playing 
dance music!

*Wear your best glow in the dark outfit!

*Full cash bar available by Terre Villa/
Jason Reed - Jody’s Kitchen available

Saturday, December 29, 2018

Blanford Sportsman Club
799 W. State Rd. 163  Clinton, IN  

Questions: Contact Mike at 1-812-251-3327

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County Salvation 
Army officials were breath-
ing a little easier at the end of 
the week.

Budgeting for the annual 
kettle campaign donations 
includes anticipation of re-
ceiving at least one gold 
coin. The campaign started 
mid-November but a coin 
did not turn up until earli-
er this week when a series 
of volunteers from Horizon 
Health served as bell ring-
ers for a kettle at the Kroger 
Grocery Store.

The $50 American Ea-
gle coin has a market value 
of almost $1,300 based on 
gold prices Wednesday af-
ternoon.

For several years, an anon-
ymous benefactor has man-
aged to secretly deposit at 
least one gold coin in a Sal-
vation Army kettle. In 2017, 
one gold and two silver coins 
were left. The most left in a 
single year was five.

Salvation Army board 
member Mary Ann Hein-
rich speculated the Amer-
ican Eagle coin may repre-
sent a new donor. She said 
the previous donations were 
always found in kettles from 
Rural King, and the Ameri-
can Eagle was also disguised 
differently than coins were 
in the past. 

“It makes me wonder if 
the donor at Rural King is no 
longer around,” said Hein-
rich.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A local resident thought 
it was a lucky day for the 
record books after spying 
a large clump of what ap-
peared to be $100 bills in 
the street.

The damp mass of pa-
per, if real money, would 
have been worth a few 
thousand dollars after get-
ting untangled.  Real mon-
ey is the operative phrase 
since from a distance the 
paper looked like legiti-
mate currency, but see-
ing it up close revealed 
obvious inconsistencies 
pointing out the bills were 
facsimiles.

Among the issues were 
the paper did not feel 
right, the coloring was off, 
markings were added that 
are not on real currency 
and the backside of the 
bills had a line of Chinese 
character writing printed 
on one side.

Gold coin found in kettle

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A $50 American Eagle gold coin was discovered in a Salvation 
Army kettle at Kroger’s on a day when a series of volunteers 
from Horizon Health took turns ringing the bells. These volun-
teers from Horizon Health returned to Kroger’s Tuesday, Dec. 18, 
hoping for a repeat performance. Left to right, Tonya Wester-
field, Julayne Joseph, Tammy Huxford and Kaizlee Henderson.

BASKETS DELIVERED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Working assembly line style speeds up packing of the 350 
Community Nurse Christmas Baskets prepared Friday, Dec. 21, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. More volunteers were at the funeral 
home today, Dec. 22, to deliver the baskets with everything a 
family needs to prepare a Christmas meal.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Miss Edgar County Fair Kierstyn Allen helps carry boxes Friday, 
Dec. 22, when volunteers gathered to pack Christmas food 
baskets for the Community Nurse Association. The century-old 
community tradition supplies all of the food needed to prepare 
a holiday meal for 350 Edgar County families.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Michelle Cook, foreground, and Rileigh Cook, background, team 
up to get two boxes loaded with food from the assembly line 
to those stacking the filled boxes. Volunteers were busy Friday, 
Dec. 21, at Templeton Funeral Home packing the Community 
Nurse Christmas baskets with everything needed to cook a hol-
iday meal. The work continued this morning, Dec. 22, as other 
volunteers delivered the 350 boxes of food.

Fake money 
found in street

Police Chief Mike Hen-
ness said the person who 
found the money quickly 
went from elated to dejected 
and turned the lump of paper 
over to the police. Henness 
had no information about 
how the fake money wound 
up in the street or who had 
it or why.

He acknowledged it is not 
good enough to pass as a 
counterfeit but the depart-
ment does get calls occa-
sionally from area businesses 
when somebody tries to use 
one of the fake bills for a pur-
chase. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Chief Mike Henness holds a clump of fake $100 
bills that were turned in at the Paris Police Department after 
someone found them in the street.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Ben Franklin looks good but whoever is printing these fac-
simile  $100 bills is taking great care to make sure several 
glaring errors are present so it cannot be mistaken as real 
money. In addition to the unusual coloring the back of the 
bill also has Chinese character writing in one location.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Move-in Ready brick ranch on Eads Lake!! This is a MUST SEE SOON!! 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with separate living/dining room and wonderful family room with brick fireplace open 
to the beautifully renovated kitchen with granite counters, great island and high-end stainless 
appliances!  All season room with such nice views of Eads Lake and sliding doors accessing 
a great outdoor deck. Addt’l private patio and super addt’l shed with electricity. Wonderful 
dock over Eads Lake too! 2-car attached garage. Beautifully landscaped yard!  Call for an 
appointment to see!!!

THIS IS IT!!!! Fabulous 2-story home with great space inside and out! Wonderful 
front porch with screened porch to the side. Grand entryway leading to living room 
and family room, separated or not by original pocket doors. Family room with built-
ins, fireplace and access to the screened porch. Large formal dining room with 
beamed ceiling. Charming kitchen with ample cabinets and stainless appliances 
that stay. 5 bedrooms up with plenty of closets and a full bath. Gorgeous woodwork 
and hardwood floors through most and two stairways! Clean usable basement for 
even more storage. Fenced backyard and 2-car detached garage. THIS IS A MUST 
SEE SOON!!!

411 Ten Broeck – $139,000

25 Briar Hill Rd. – $189,500

Keys Realty
& appraisals

510 S. Main St. , Paris, IL 61944
217.466.6800    •

Vicky Keys
Managing Broker

(217) 712-0385 

Lindsey Keys
Broker

(217) 251-4357

Brenda Martin
Broker

(217) 822-5636

www.keys4u.net

Let us put our Real Estate Knowledge to work for You!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

CHRISTMAS BLUES
December 22 From 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Live From 
 

112 East Court Street Paris, IL

Straw sentenced to prison
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A Paris man is going to 
prison for felony drug con-
victions.

Charles F. Straw, 41, Par-
is, appeared in custody Dec. 
13 and entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of metham-
phetamine charge. He was 
sentenced to two years in 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections with credit for 
64 days previously served, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. 

In another matter, Straw 
admitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine con-
viction and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer conviction. He was 
sentenced to a concurrent 
term of two years in prison 
in that case and ordered to 
pay all previous financial ob-
ligations. 

The start of the prison 
time was delayed until Dec. 
27. 

In exchange for the plea, 

the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charge.  

Straw’s history of drug 
offenses dates back to 2004 
when he was convicted of 
a Class 4 felony tampering 
with anhydrous ammonia 
equipment.  

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
criminal and traffic call in-
cluded: 

IN CUSTODY
nCandace L. Bell, 39, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
admitted a petition to revoke 
her probation sentence for 
a Class 2 felony delivery of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion. A presentencing inves-
tigation was ordered. The 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. 

In another matter, Bell’s 
unresolved Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance and a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. She was 

remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond. 
nJamacia Nicole Kenne-

dy, 31, Danville, appeared in 
custody for missing a previ-
ous court appearance. Her 
unresolved Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charge was continued 
for a pretrial conference. 
Kennedy was granted a per-
sonal recognizance bond 
and was remanded to custo-
dy pending release process-
ing.
nJohnny G. Oaks, 39, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., ap-
peared in custody for missing 
a previous court appearance. 
He admitted a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
conviction. He was grant-
ed a personal recognizance 
bond and the matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing. Oaks was remanded 
to custody pending release 
processing.
nJustin D. Robison, 30, 

Kansas, appeared in custo-
dy and entered a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe charges. Bond was 
reduced to $4,000 from the 
original bond of $5,000. 

In another matter, Robi-
son was presented with and 
denied a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class 2 felo-
ny burglary conviction. The 
public defender was ap-
pointed and Robison was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nWilliam C. Swinford, 

36, Michigan City, Ind., ap-
peared in custody and ad-
mitted a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for 
a Class 4 felony aggravat-
ed driving while license 
revoked conviction. A pre-
sentence investigation was 
ordered. He was granted a 
personal recognizance bond 

and the sentencing hearing 
was scheduled. Swinford was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing release processing.

CHARGES
nCera J. Waltz, 21, Chris-

man, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nTaylor M. Donovan, 

21, Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. She was sentenced 
to one year of conditional 
discharge, court costs and 
various state fees.
nJared R. Ford, 32, Par-

is, admitted a petition to 
revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license convic-
tion. He was resentenced to 
60 days in jail subject to a 
motion to vacate, one year 
of conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations.
nJudith M. 

Heneghan-Fletcher, 57, 
Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol. She was 
sentenced to seven days in 
jail with credit for two days 
previously served and the 
balance of time subject to a 
motion to vacate, two years 
of conditional discharge, 
240 hours of community 
service work, a $1,250 fine, a 
$1,000 DUI equipment fee, 
court costs and various state 
fees. She must also complete 
counseling per an evalua-
tion.

In exchange for the plea, 
the state dismissed a second 
DUI charge. 
nDaniel L. Littleton, 50, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
sentenced to 150 days in 

COURT jail with 75 starting Dec. 26 
and the remaining 75 days 
subject to a motion to va-
cate, two years of probation, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. He was 
ordered to complete any rec-
ommended counseling.

In another matter, Little-
ton pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charge 
and was sentenced to one 
year of conditional discharge 
to run concurrently with 
the first sentence, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. A separate Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charge 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nRichard A. Marietta, 

27, Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor theft 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, restitu-
tion of $20, court costs and 
various state fees. He was ad-
ditionally ordered to have no 
contact with Circle K.
nPedro L. Victorico, 35, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class B misdemeanor no 
license charge. He was sen-
tenced to a $200 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
nRonnie L. West, 47, 

Hume, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJeremiah T.A. Boswell, 

23, Marshall, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class 4 felony 
false 911 call charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 
nRonald L. Butts, 42, 

Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 

drug paraphernalia charges. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nJames W. Kindred, 24, 

Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nMichael A. Swinford, 

40, Hindsboro, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charge. 
He told the court he is still 
hiring an attorney and a pre-
trial conference was sched-
uled.
nJill A. Thompson, 55, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.

OTHER MATTERS
nCrystal M. Lenhart, 

32, Paris, failed to appear 
in court for a motion to va-
cate jail time attached to her 
Class 4 felony obstruction 
of justice conviction and 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft con-
viction. The court imposed 
a 20-day jail sentence and 
issued a no-bond warrant for 
her arrest.
nPatrick M. Thompson, 

53, Kansas, learned the state 
withdrew a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance conviction. His pro-
bation was terminated and 
the case was closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following indi-
viduals failed to answer the 
court call: Cody D. Craig, 
32, Paris; Patrick B. Milano, 
23, Terre Haute, Ind.; and 
Mary Jo Tatum, 46, Johnston 
City.

FREDA DUKE
MARSHALL – Freda K. 

Duke, 93, of Greencastle, 
Ind., formerly of Marshall, 

passed away 
4 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 15, 
2018, at As-
bury Towers 
R etirement 
Community, 
G r e e n c a s -
tle, Ind. She 

was retired as an assistant 
administrator from Indiana 
State University.

A service honoring her 
life was 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 19, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with her sons, Bill 
and Tim Duke, conducting 
the service. Burial was in 
the Dunlap Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 to7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, at the fu-
neral home.

Mrs. Duke was born Dec. 
21, 1924, near Dennison, 
the daughter of the late Fred 
and Nellie Price Dawson. 
She married the Rev. Har-

DUKE

ry Duke Jr. Sept. 2, 1945, 
at Terre Haute, Ind., and he 
preceded her in death Jan. 
27, 1973. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Bill (Marsha) Duke of Paris 
and Tim (Allana) Duke of 
Marshall; a daughter, Diane 
(Ron) Pittman of Green-
castle, Ind.; a sister, Char-
lene Mullen of Terre Haute, 
Ind; 11 grandchildren; 23 
great-grandchildren; and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by a son, Ed; three 
grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. 

Mrs. Duke was a faith-
ful member of the Dunlap 
United Methodist Church. 
She was formerly a mem-
ber of the Singing Sam’s and 
Burnsides Guild. One of her 
proudest accomplishments 
was her formation of the 
Duke Family Singers. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Dunlap 
United Methodist Church. 

OBITUARIES



BARBARA ALLISON
ROYAL CENTER, Ind. 

– Barbara G. Allison, 81, of 
Royal Center, Ind., went to be 

with her Lord 
and Savior at 
12:05 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 
16, 2018, at 
The Welling-
ton, Kokomo, 
Ind. She was 
retired from 

Four County Mental Health as 
an administrative assistant to 
the medical director.  

A service is 10:30 a.m., 
today, Dec. 22, at Harri-
son-Metzger-Rans Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Royal 
Center Chapel, with Minister 
Jeff Strite officiating. Burial is 
in Kistler Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 21, at the funeral home.

Mrs. Allison was born July 
21, 1937, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Howard L. and 
Merriett Koontz Day. She 
married Donald “Don” Allison 
May 12, 1957, at Paris, and he 
survives.

She is also survived by her 
son, John (Michelle) Allison of 

Tampa, Fla.; a brother, Howard 
(Rita) Day Jr. of Port Charlotte, 
Fla.; and sister-in-law, Delores 
(Bob) Cartright-Tillman of 
Royal Center.

She was also preceded in 
death by a son, David Allison; 
and a sister, Sarah (Day) Mat-
tingly.

Mrs. Allison formerly 
worked as a transcriptionist 
for Raj Clinics and was a sub-
stitute teacher for Pulaski and 
Cass School corporations.

She was  a member of 
Church of Christ at Lo-
gansport. She loved the Lord 
and was active in church, 
teaching children’s Sunday 
school, leading various wom-
en’s groups and also completed 
some courses through Summit 
Theological Seminary in Peru.

Mrs. Allison enjoyed fish-
ing, crocheting, cross-stitch-
ing, making lap robes for local 
nursing homes and reading the 
Bible.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Church of 
Christ at Logansport Building 
Fund.

Online condolences at www.
ransfuneralhomes.com.
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

We have Cremation Mausoleums

111 South Walnut • Oakland, IL 
 Find us on Facebook!

Don’t stress over your loved one’s safety and well 
being this winter. Let our wonderful staff provide 

safety and excellent care while you mentally relax! We 
provide home cooked meals, housekeeping, individual 
laundry service, as well as daily assistance as need-
ed , all at an affordable price! With only 13 individual 
apartments, you will feel like part of the family in our 
wonderful home.  Stop in for a tour and see for your-

self! Guarantee you will fall in love and have total confi-
dence  in our staff! http://the-oaks-manor.business.site

The Oaks Manor

Senior Apartments

217-346-2042

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

$700
ARON TUCKER

PEKIN – Aron Keith Tuck-
er, 87, of Pekin, passed away at 
10:45 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 

19, 2018, at 
Timbercreek 
Rehab & 
Health Cen-
ter, Pekin. 
He retired 
in 1991 after 
working for 
42 years at 

Caterpillar as a machinist and 
electrician.

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 26, at Pres-
ton-Hanley Funeral Homes & 
Crematory in Pekin, with The 
Rev. Daniel Bishop officiat-
ing. Burial follows in Glendale 
Memorial Gardens. Visitation 
is from 1 p.m. until the service 
time Wednesday at the funeral 
home. 

 Mr. Tucker was born Aug. 
20, 1931, in South Port Town-
ship, Sangamon County, the 
son of the late Walter Russell 

and Alpha Ray Tucker. He 
married Earlene Ester Car-
tright Nov. 6, 1950, at Decatur, 
and she died June 24, 2013, at 
Pekin. 

Surviving are three sons, 
David (Nancy) Tucker of Peo-
ria Heights, Brian (Pennie) 
Tucker and Timothy Tucker, 
both of Pekin; two daughters, 
Mary Baechler of Peoria and 
Brenda Sue (Donald) Keith of 
Mapleton; 13 grandchildren; 
14 great-grandchildren; and 
one sister, Leuberta Henson of 
Taylorville.

He was also preceded in 
death by his stepdaughter, 
Betty Cash; and four brothers, 
George, Herbert, Laverne and 
Arthur.

Mr. Tucker was an active 
member of the UAW Local 
974, where he served in many 
facets including steward, chief 
steward and the safety com-
mittee. He completed courses 
in Union Representation and 
UAW Health & Safety.  He 

acquired a certificate at the 
Leader Training Institute. He 
also served on the Local 974 
community services commit-
tee as chairman and as Union 
Retirees Club Treasurer.

He also received the State 
AFL-CI0 Community Ser-
vices and UAW Local 974 
Community Services Standing 
Committee certificates. He 
was awarded a UAW – Black 
Lake certificate for Employee 
Assistance Program comple-
tion. He received an advanced 
diploma for the services of a 
Union Counselor and also re-
ceived a letter of recognition 
and appreciation for his vol-
unteer services as a fireman at 
Caterpillar and won outstand-
ing volunteer fireman. He re-
ceived a retirement plaque for 
serving 18 years without miss-
ing a single drill.

Mr. Tucker took great pride 
in community service, receiv-
ing multiple awards. In 1973, 
he was awarded a certificate of 

appreciation for mentor service 
for the Youth Citizens of Taze-
well County for his time and 
effort. He also received recogni-
tion for outstanding volunteer 
service and community lead-
ership for Share Food, hospital 
and nursing home visits.

He was active in the Boy 
Scouts of America and was 
recognized with the training 
award with the Scouters Keys 
in 1968. He also served as a 
Den Leader with the boys of 
Tomahawk Pack 193.

Mr. Tucker continued 
supporting his community 
through donations to the Crit-
tenton Centers and the United 
Way.

He was a devoted and long-
time member of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Pekin.

Memorial donations may 
be given to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 711 Court Street, Pe-
kin, Illinois 61554.

Online condolences at www.
preston-hanley.com

TUCKER

DANNY WEIR
CASEY – Danny Ray Weir, 

73, of Casey, passed away Mon-
day morning Dec. 17, 2018, at 

his home.   
A funer-

al service 
was 1 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 
21, at Trini-
ty Lutheran 
Church, with 
Pastor Gary 
F o r t k a m p 
of f ic iat ing. 
Inurnment in 
Washington 
Cemetery is 

at a later date. Visitation was 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
time Friday at the church. 
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Heart 
Association or Trinity Luther-
an Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

WEIR

VIRGINIA SHAWVER
CASEY – Virginia Margaret 

Shawver, 91, of Charleston, 
and formerly of Hobe Sound, 

Fla., passed 
away at 11:40 
p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 14, 
2018, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.  

At her request, no services 
are planned. Inurnment be-
side her husband is in Ar-
lington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Va., at a later date. 
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

SHAWYER

JEAN ROACH
MARSHALL – C. Jean 

Roach, 88, of Marshall, passed 
away at 2:11 a.m. Monday, Dec. 

17, 2018, in 
B u r n s i d e s 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life was 
10:30 a.m. 

Friday, Dec. 21, at Pearce Fu-
neral Home, with the Rev. 
Adam Penn officiating. Burial 
was in the Dunlap Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 20, at the funer-
al home. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

ROACH

DAVID PHARRIS
CASEY – David Wayne 

Pharris, 54, of Casey, passed 
away at 5:46 p.m. Monday, Dec. 

17, 2018, at 
Carle Hospi-
tal, Urbana.   

A graveside 
service and 
burial was 1 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 
20, at Casey 

Cumberland Cemetery, with 
Brother Randy Black officiat-
ing. Markwell Funeral Home 
was in charge of the arrange-
ments.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

PHARRIS

DAVID NEWCOMER
David Allen Newcomer, 

84, of Paris, passed away at 
6:10 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 

12, 2018, at 
his home. He 
was a retired 
carpenter.

Per his 
request, ar-

rangements are private. Stew-
art and Carroll funeral home 
is assisting the family.

Mr. Newcomer was born in 
Paris, the son of the late Lloyd 
and Bessie Humphry New-
comer. He married Shirley 
Jane Simons Dec. 21, 1952, at 
the Newcomer farm in Red-
mon, and she preceded him in 
death Nov. 3, 2018.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Keith (Mary) New-
comer of Montgomery, 
Randy (Lisa) Newcomer 
of Maryville, Tenn., Dan-

ny Newcomer of Aurora, 
Tammy Newcomer-Dye of 
Redmon and Kevin (Teresa) 
Newcomer of Paris.; grand-
children, Jenny, Josh and 
Adam Newcomer, Eric and 
Jason Newcomer and Lind-
say Garcia, Amy Gomez, Les-
lie Stinnett and Chad New-
comer, Ryan, Tara and Leah 
Newcomer, Amanda and 
Jacob Dye, Alicia Haley and 
Danielle Newcomer; and 20 

great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death 

by a brother, Lee Newcomer; 
and two sons, Rick and Toney.

Mr. Newcomer was an 
Army veteran. He enjoyed 
playing cards with his friends, 
collecting old radios and TVs, 
which he got at auctions, and 
watching old westerns on TV. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

ALLISON

JAMES FINDLEY
James Hurley Findley, 92, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:15 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 10, 2018, at Par-

is Healthcare 
Center. He 
was a home 
construction 
contractor.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
a memorial 
service was 5 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, 
at Stewart 
and Carroll 

Funeral Home. Interment of 
the cremains is at a later date in 
Edgar Cemetery. A memorial 
visitation was from 3 p.m. until 
the service time Thursday at 
the funeral home. 

Mr. Findley was born Dec. 
25, 1925, at Marshall, the son 
of the late Hurley and Pearl 
Buhler Findley.  

Survivors include one son, 
Mike Findley; one grand-
daughter, Angie (Jason) 
Roehm of Liberty Township, 
Ohio; three great-grandchil-
dren, Ashlyn, Addison and 
Jackson; a close friend, Mar-
lene Colter of Paris; and sib-
lings, Betty (Bill, deceased) 
Bess of Marshall, Don (Ruth) 
Findley of Paris, Phyllis (Tony, 
deceased) Meeks of Reynolds-
burg, Ohio, Ruth (Tom) Fer-
guson of The Villages, Fla., and 
Joan (Jim, deceased) Thomas 
of Orange County, Calif.  

He was preceded in death by 
his daughter, Sue Carpenter; 
and five siblings, Jane (John) 
Dickerson, Bea (Bob) Stewart, 
Jean Henley, Mack Findley and 
Alta (Duane) Connelly.

Mr. Findley was a United 
States Army veteran of World 
War II and a member of Amer-
ican Legion Post 211.

Memorial donations may be 
made to American Legion Post 
211. 

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

FINDLEY



 I was appalled to learn that Illinois Secre-
tary of State Jesse White, who manages the 
operations of the State Capitol, approved a sa-

tanic statue for display in the 
Capitol Rotunda during this 
holiday season. This absur-
dity is right next to displays 
that celebrate Christmas and 
Hanukkah.

The response given by 
Secretary White is  the First 
Amendment requires its 
display.

As one of the fiercest de-
fenders of the First Amend-
ment, I respectfully point 

out to Secretary White that his reasoning is 
terribly wrong.

The First Amendment’s free exercise clause 
specifically guarantees all religions the right 
to freely exercise their beliefs and practices. In 
this instance, the Christian and Jewish faiths 
are engaged in their Constitutional right to 

New year, new governor, new 
legislature. Among Illinois Demo-
crats, there’s a thrill of excitement 

only Chris Mat-
thews’ leg during 
a Barack Obama 
speech could 
appreciate.

In January, 
Democrats will 
increase their 
control of Illinois, 
Cook County and 
suburban gov-
ernments. In the 
Illinois House, 

Democrats will hold 74 seats to 
Republicans’ 44. In the Senate, 
Democrats will hold 40 seats to 
the GOP’s 19. For the most part, 
voters swept out the suburban 
Republicans who have often 
served as the General Assembly’s 
only fiscal disciplinarians. So 
please, suburbanites, stifle your 
complaints about high taxes. This 
is the government you chose.

The majority party also took 
every statewide office including 
governor. And on the Cook 
County Board, only two of 17 
seats remain in Republican hands. 
That is if you consider Commis-
sioner Peter Silvestri of Elmwood 
Park a Republican, and no one 
really does.

Democrats, you dominated. 
Spike the ball in the end zone. 
Body surf House Speaker Michael 
Madigan across a sea of pink 
hats. Treat the start of the spring 
legislative session like a locker 
room victory party. Champagne 
hairspray, everyone.

The Democrats already are 
rolling out plans for higher 
taxes, more gambling, legalized 
dope and additional borrowing, 
particularly if it’s the risky pension 
bond-sale variety. Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel called for a change to 
the Illinois Constitution’s pension 
clause to control pension costs. 
But the most likely action at 

the city and state levels will be 
can-kicking and borrowing — 
exactly what got us here.

And don’t be fooled: Emanuel 
supports those ideas, too, with his 
idea for a $10 billion bond sale to 
prop up the city’s pension funds.

But that’s not all.
Last week, Emanuel called for 

a 20 to 30 cent per gallon increase 
in the state gas tax, which would 
mean higher fuel prices, to pay 
for infrastructure projects. Illinois 
last raised its gasoline tax in 1990. 
But that doesn’t mean motorists 
have been getting a deal for the 
last 28 years. Drivers already pay 
an 18.4 cent per gallon federal gas 
tax and a 19 cent per gallon state 
tax. On top of that, purchasing 
gas in Chicago comes with a city 
motor fuel tax, a Cook County 
motor fuel tax and the highest-in-
the-nation 10.25 percent sales tax. 
Many suburban municipalities 
and counties have added and 
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The state constitutions 
of Illinois and Arizona 
have very similar language 

prohib-
iting 
reductions 
to pension 
bene-
fits and 
welding 
pensions 
to con-
tract law.

But 
the two 
are very 
different 

states. In 2016, when Ari-
zona’s legislature approved 
a pension reform bill to 
limit first responders’ pen-
sion benefits and then-vot-
ers approved amending 
their constitution to 
match that legislation by a 
70-30 margin, the Repub-
lican Party held the Ari-
zona governor’s mansion 
and had supermajorities in 
both legislative chambers.

The opposite will 
be true here starting in 
January.

This year, the Arizona 
legislature passed a bill 
to limit pension benefit 
increases for corrections 
employees and elected 
officials. 

Arizona’s threshold for 
voter approval of consti-
tutional amendments is 
considerably lower than 
Illinois’. In that state, a 
simple majority of those 
voting on the amend-
ment suffices. But Illinois 
requires approval from 
either three-fifths of those 
voting on the amendment 
or a simple majority of all 
those voting in the elec-
tion. The “Yes” votes in 
Arizona amounted to just 
47 percent of all ballots 
cast in the election.

That wouldn’t have 
been enough to succeed in 
Illinois.

Arizona’s politicians 
brokered an agreement 
with unions before pass-
ing enabling legislation 
and sending the question 
to voters. Illinois unions, 
emerging victorious from 
a bitter four-year war with 

Making 
Christmas 
possible

Display has 
no place
in Capitol

Famous letter to the New York Sun newspaper shares love at Christmas

For families that don’t have much money, 
nothing says Christmas like layaway.

The department store installment plan that 
allows customers to pick out 
gifts and pay for them over 
the course of several months 
has been a staple of American 
life since the Great Depres-
sion.

While the concept of 
buying on time has taken 
on a new meaning in recent 
years with the proliferation 
of credit cards, layaway has 
long been the only extended 
payment option available to 

low-income families that can’t obtain credit.
Christmas, more than any other holiday, is 

when it really comes in handy.
For many children, layaway has meant the 

difference between waking up on Christmas 
morning to a shiny new bicycle or the disap-
pointment of learning that Santa, for some 
reason or another, flew right over their house 
without stopping.

It is heartwarming to know that there are 
wealthy people like media mogul Tyler Perry 
in the world who still understand that.

Perry recently paid off the layaway ac-
counts at Wal-Mart for about 1,500 strangers 
in the Atlanta area. That amounted to about 
$434,000.

In a video released on Instagram, Perry 
acknowledged the good deed, after first trying 
to remain anonymous.

“If you have a layaway … and it was in 
there as of 9:30 this morning … I have paid 
for all of your layaways for Christmas. So 
Merry Christmas,” he said.

A few days later, Kid Rock followed Perry’s 
lead with $81,000 to pay off 350 layaways at 
his local Wal-Mart in Nashville, Tenn.

Layaway can be a great thing if you’re able 
to set aside money and pay on it a little bit 
at a time, but many people tend to wait until 
the final day to try to come up with the entire 
balance.

The problem with layaway, though, is that 
most people who don’t have the money to 
pay for things upfront won’t have it four 
months later. They could end up losing not 
only the items they had put aside but also 
must often pay a cancellation fee and forfeit 
the service fee, if one was required.

Wal-Mart, for example, allowed people to 
open their Christmas layaway plans on Aug. 
31. The final payment had to be made and 
the items picked up by Monday. The mere 
fact there were so many outstanding layaway 
balances as of Dec. 6, when Perry paid them 
off, shows that a lot of people fit into the latter 

(Editor’s note: “Is There a Santa 
Claus?” reprinted from the September 
21, 1897, edition of The New York 
Sun.)

We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication 
below, expressing at the same time 
our great gratification that its faithful 
author is numbered among the 
friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor—
I am 8 years old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. 
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, 
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is 
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon 
115 West Ninety Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great universe of 
ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, 
in his intellect as compared with 
the boundless world about him, as 

measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus. He exists as certainly as love 
and generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty 
and joy. Alas! how dreary would 
be the world if there were no Santa 
Claus! It would be as dreary as if 
there were no Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolerable this 
existence.

We should have no enjoyment, ex-
cept in sense and sight. The external 
light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies. 
You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, 
but even if you did not see Santa 

Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa 
Claus, but that is no sign that there is 
no Santa Claus. The most real things 
in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you 
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof 
that they are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all 
the strongest men that ever lived 
could tear apart. 

Only faith, poetry, love, romance, 
can push aside that curtain and view 
and picture the supernal beauty 
and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, 
Virginia, in all this world there is 
nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He 
lives and lives forever. 

A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make 
glad the heart of childhood.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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Editor, Prairie Press,
The Board of Directors of the 

Edgar County Homeless Orga-
nization is pleased to announce 
that after a brief closure in early 
November, ECHO house has 
re-opened with revisions in policy 
and management. 

We are happy to report that the 
shelter is near full capacity and 
once again serving the needs of 
those who have no accommoda-

tions to call home.
We want to thank the commu-

nity for your patience. Occasion-
ally the board needs to reflect 
upon our mission and modify our 
procedures in order to provide 
the best possible service. 

We are very appreciative of 
everyone who supports our 
cause. Indeed, your support 
demonstrates the importance of a 
community pooling its resources 

for less fortunate individuals.  
Please know that ECHO is a 100 
percent volunteer initiative. Every 
dollar contributed goes directly to 
maintaining the shelter and caring 
for its residents.

Thank you for reading. ECHO 
wishes everyone a happy and 
healthy 2019.

Joe Gill 
ECHO, Treasurer

Paris

Edgar County ECHO house is up and running
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a doggedly anti-union Repub-
lican governor, are clearly in 
no mood for such talks.

The Illinois AFL-CIO and 
the Chicago Federation of 
Labor issued a joint statement 
after Mayor Emanuel backed 
an Arizona-style reform which 
began: “Too many politicians, 
including Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel himself, have wasted years 
pushing extreme, immoral 
and illegal schemes to slash 
pension benefits instead of 
working together to craft fair, 
sustainable and constitutional 
funding solutions.” 

Gov. Rauner was asked 
earlier this year about amend-
ing the state’s constitution to 
delete our strict pension lan-
guage, but even he said he had 
doubts about its legality and 
didn’t believe Illinois voters 
would ever approve it.

Back in 2012, a proposed 
constitutional amendment to 
require three-fifths votes in the 

General Assembly to increase 
pension benefits received 56 
percent of the popular vote 
and therefore failed.

The Arizona pension chang-
es have yet to be challenged 
in court. So, even if you could 
somehow convince the Dem-
ocratic supermajorities and a 
Democratic governor who ran 
on the slogan “Pensions are a 
promise” to flip on the unions 
and place the question on the 
ballot and then even if Illinois’ 
Democratic-leaning voters 
approved it, you’d undoubt-
edly see an immediate legal 
challenge here.

The General Assembly’s 
Commission on Governmen-
tal Forecasting and Account-
ability released a report 
last week projecting annual 
state pension payments will 
increase an average of $300 
million a year over the next 10 
years. That’s a lot of money, 
but it’s still fiscally manageable.

In just a few months, Illinois 
will make its last billion-dollar 
annual installment payment on 

bonds sold by then-Gov. Pat 
Quinn to make two yearly pen-
sion contributions, giving Illinois 
some fiscal breathing room.

The bond rating agencies 
might be a different story. If they 
threaten to push Illinois into 
junk bond status over the state’s 
huge unfunded pension liability, 
that might prod the Democrats 
into taking some action.

A deep recession combined 
with more rounds of large and 
unfavorable actuarial readjust-
ments by the state’s pension 
funds could combine to make 
the state’s annual payments 
impossible. Pressure from local 
officials will also likely mount 
because lots of municipalities 
under-funded their public 
safety pension funds and are 
now in a world of hurt.

Even so, while I could be 
wrong, I just don’t see it hap-
pening yet. 

(Rich Miller is the editor of the 
Capitol Fax blog and newsletter, 
which he has been publishing for 
more than 20 years. His email is 
capitolfax@gmail.com.)

MILLER
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free exercise. The satanic 
cult, by its own admission 
(not to mention the law of 
common sense), is not a 
religion – therefore, there is 
no claim to free exercise by 
such a group. 

Indeed, its forced inclu-
sion is robbing the Chris-
tian and Jewish believers 
of their own free exercise. 
Nowhere in the Con-
stitution does it say that 
government, in this case 

increased gas taxes as well.
Only a handful of states 

add sales taxes at the pump 
— and Illinois is one of 
them. What does it all mean? 
Even when gas prices are 
low, about one-third of what 
Illinois consumers pay at the 
pump goes to taxes.

Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker is 
open to raising the state’s 
fuel tax and pairing it with a 
capital spending bill. That’s 
an easy sell in Springfield. Es-
sentially, it’s taking on more 
debt to pay for hundreds of 
bricks-and-mortar projects 
that hardly get vetted. Law-
makers love that. If approved, 
a capital bill would be in 
addition to the $31 billion 
capital bill lawmakers passed 
in 2009. Don’t like paying 
more at the pump? Too bad. 
This is the government you 
chose.

Pritzker also is open to 
casino expansion. 

Casino bills have been 
floating through Springfield 
for more than a decade. One 
of the latest versions would 
have authorized casinos in 

Chicago, Rockford, Lake 
County, the south suburbs, 
Danville and Williamson 
County in southern Illinois. 
The legislation would have al-
lowed expansion of the state’s 
existing 10 casinos in Des 
Plaines, Elgin, Aurora, East 
Peoria, East St. Louis, two lo-
cations in Joliet, Metropolis, 
Alton and Rock Island. The 
bill also would have added 
slot machines at airports and 
racetracks.

Those gaming opportu-
nities would be in addition 
to the 2009 expansion of 
legalized video poker at bars, 
restaurants and those store-
fronts you see around town 
with cute names like “Rosy’s 
Cafe.” Legalizing all of those 
video gaming machines was 
the equivalent of adding 
more than 20 additional ca-
sinos in Illinois. But let’s add 
more. Government already 
spent the revenue they’d 
bring in.

See what I mean about this 
electric moment in Illinois, 
like the “thrill going up my 
leg” Matthews described on 
MSNBC after listening to 
one of Obama’s 2008 speech-
es? Democrats have exciting 

plans for taxpayers. Perhaps 
Chicago will repurpose 
its shuttered schools into 
mini-casinos with marijuana 
bakeries and loan sharks on-
site. Keep it convenient, you 
know? The ideas are flowing.

And for Democrats who 
don’t play along, who resist, 
the message is clear. Incom-
ing freshman Rep. Anne 
Stava-Murray of Naper-
ville, a Democrat who ran 
independently of Madigan’s 
organization and vowed she 
would not support him as 
speaker, is being pressured 
by fellow legislators, union 
bosses and Madigan’s allies 
to change her mind. She told 
the Chicago Sun-Times she is 
receiving phone calls and vis-
its, and was pressured during 
a recent women lawmakers’ 
retreat to be a team player, to 
not oppose the speaker — or 
else.

Welcome to Illinois. If 
you’re a Democratic voter, 
this, too, is the government 
you chose.

(Kristen McQueary is 
a member of the Tribune 
Editorial Board. Email her at 
kmcqueary@chicagotribune.
com.)
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category.
“I know it’s hard times 

and a lot of people are 
struggling. I’m just really, 
really grateful to be able to 
be in a situation to do this. 
So God bless you. Go get 
your stuff,” Perry added in 
the video.

Other than their celebri-
ty status, the two men 
seem to have nothing in 
common, on the surface, 
at least.

Perry, a successful direc-
tor and actor whose film 
studio is in Atlanta, knows 
firsthand what it’s like 
to grow up poor. He has 
talked openly about his 
childhood in New Orleans 
in a family marked by pov-
erty and physical abuse.

Kid Rock’s childhood, 
on the other hand, was the 
epitome of the upper mid-
dle class. The singer-song-
writer grew up on a 6-acre 
estate in a small, rural 
town near Detroit, in a 

Secretary White, must force 
Jewish and Christian believers 
to include the satanic temple 
in their holiday celebrations – 
indeed, such an interpretation 
can only be made through 
gross negligence or intentional 
misapplication. 

Yes, the First Amendment 
allows for free speech, but it 
also allows for time and place 
restrictions. For example, if 
you reserve the public square 
for a certain time and place for 
your free speech demonstra-
tion – that is your right. How-
ever, nothing requires anyone 

to double book the same time 
and place for another organi-
zation – as Secretary White 
claims.

This is flat-out wrong, disre-
spectful and hateful.

Secretary White should 
have declined this request to 
poke people in the eye – espe-
cially during a holiday season 
of hope, love and peace.  

(Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) represents the 
51st Senate District, which 
includes most of Edgar County, 
in the state senate. He can be 
reached at senchapinrose.com.)

colonial house with an apple 
orchard in the backyard.

His father owned several 
car dealerships. Perry’s father 
was a carpenter who barely 
made ends meet.

Kid Rock is a staunch 
Republican and defender 
of Donald Trump. Perry 
threw his full support behind 
Hillary Clinton, and has 
recently said he’d rather have 
a president who wasn’t so 
divisive.

The point here is that 
the holidays give us all an 
opportunity to be our best. 
It’s a time when we should 
put our differences aside and 
concentrate on the things 
that we have in common as 
Americans.

But most of all, it’s a time 
to reach out to those who are 
less fortunate and let them 
know they aren’t in their 
struggle alone.

Perry certainly isn’t the 
first person who has paid 
off people’s layaway during 
Christmas. Americans seem 
to have recognized for a long 
time that paying off layaways 

is one of the best ways to 
have a direct impact on some-
one’s life.

A secret Santa walked into 
a Wal-Mart in Pennsylvania 
the week before and paid off 
every single layaway account. 
That came to $29,000. A 
few days later, a couple in 
a Clarksville, Tenn., spent 
$77,000 to pay off layaway 
accounts at the Wal-Mart in 
their city.

The same thing has hap-
pened in Vermont, New York, 
Colorado and other states.

In those places, at least, 
there are some parents who 
are going to be less stressed 
out from worrying about 
how they’re going to provide 
for their children this holiday 
season.

More importantly, though, 
there will be a whole lot of 
kids who will get to keep on 
believing in Santa and feel the 
joy that the holiday season 
brings.

(Dahleen Glanton is a 
columnist for the Chicago Tri-
bune. Email her at dglanton@
chicagotribune.com.)
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who’s the boss. We need to 
clear that up, ” said Eads. “It’s 
our equipment and our policy 
governs the use of the equip-
ment, and we have sheriff ’s 
department employees using 
our equipment.”

Karl Farnham, who is the 
county board representative 
to the ETSB, disagreed there 
is confusion regarding who is 
responsible for the dispatchers.

“The sheriff is in charge,” 
said Farnham. “If there are 
problems, we need to call the 
sheriff in for discussion and 
address them with the sheriff. 
If there is a problem with a dis-
patcher and it affects dispatch, 
ultimately it falls to him.”

Others had a different view. 
Brian Gates said if ETSB de-
cides to reimburse the county 
50 percent of the dispatching 
expense then ETSB deserves 
to have input on personnel 
matters.

Eads did not object to re-
imbursing the county up to 
50 percent for dispatching 
because that expense exists 

whether the dispatchers are 
sheriff’s department employ-
ees or if the ETSB operates in-
dependently with its own em-
ployees. He did not advocate 
for the latter saying it does not 
make sense for both the sheriff 
and ETSB to have separate dis-
patchers.

“If we are giving $150,000 
and don’t have a say, that seems 
wrong,” said Eads.

ETSB member Merle Clark 
did not take a position on that 
body having a say regarding 
sheriff’s dispatchers, but he 
did not point out the county 
and the sheriff’s department 
have long benefitted from the 
joint arrangement between the 
ETSB and the sheriff.

“The county hasn’t bought a 
console for years, we have,” said 
Clark. “I don’t have a problem 
doing that. We are well over a 
million dollars (in purchases).”

Board members agreed to 
table the issue of increasing 
the reimbursement from 40 
to 50 percent after Farnham 
suggested having other coun-
ty board members attend a 
future meeting to discuss con-
cerns.

ESTB
FROM PAGE 1A

buildings.
Commissioner Rick Jen-

ness noted a serious problem 
with that approach, beyond 
the length of time it takes to 
get something done. He said 
the city is then stuck with a lot 
that cannot be sold for enough 
to recover the cost of demol-
ishing and removing the old 
building. 

In a water related matter, 
Commissioner Rodney Wolfe 

reported slowing the pumps 
down lets water stay in the 
filters longer and that has low-
ered the iron content in the 
water going out to consumers.

“The water at my house is 
clearer than it’s been for a long 
time,” said Commissioner Jer-
ry Hoult, acknowledging the 
change.

Wolfe also discussed a meet-
ing with a chemical consultant 
trying to help the city address 
other water problems.

According to Wolfe, the 
consultant said something has 

changed about the water struc-
ture that supplies the city’s 
water. One concerning feature 
was the sudden appearance of 
nitrites in the well water. The 
source has not been identified 
but the numbers have dropped.

The consultant was unable 
to say if the nitrite levels will 
continue declining, disappear 
or spike again. 

“He said the best option is 
to drill a new well. I told him 
we couldn’t afford that so this 
reinforces the decision to buy 
water from Paris,” said Wolfe. 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The interim principals at Par-
is High School will be returning 
for another year, the Paris Co-
operative Board of Directors 
announced Monday, Dec. 10.

Co-principals Carol Jones 
and Lorraine Bailey were each 
awarded a one-year contract 
to continue at the high school. 
The two women — each re-
tired from administrative posts 
in Paris 95 or Crestwood — 
were hired as shared adminis-
trators following the resigna-
tion of principal/director Dave 
Meister.

Jones reported on the new 
state law redefining a school 
day, noting the Illinois State 
Board of Education previously 
required five clock hours. Jones 
said the state still requires a 
school calendar to total 185 
days with 176 being instruc-
tional. Paris 95 and Crestwood 
currently have 175 instruction-
al days, she said. “There will 
have to be some adjustments 

made,” Jones noted.
Perhaps the best thing re-

gards scheduling for Paris High 
School, Jones said. “We will 
have a lot of flexibility with at 
risk students, especially those 
who have to work,” she noted.

Any changes in the calendar  
requires approval by the high 
school teacher union, Jones 
reminded the board. “I think 
in the long run it’s going to be 
a good thing,” she said.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of School Danette Young cau-
tioned board members the 
state could still reverse its posi-
tion to require five clock hours. 
“There’s a new governor com-
ing to Springfield,” she said.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson said the 
purpose of good attendance is 
good academic outcomes. It is 
important to coordinate all ex-
periences for students whether 
it be online or at home. “Stu-
dents must be actively involved 
in learning,” he said.

If students aren’t present at 

school, they are not learning. 
“We need a good model for 
instruction,” Larson said. “At 
the end of the day, our goal is to 
teach kids.”

Larson also reported the 
high school has received pre-
liminary approval from the 
ISBE to establish an Alterna-
tive Learning Opportunities 
Program (ALOP). “We need 
something different,” he said, 
noting there are presently PHS 
students who must work to pay 
rent. “They shouldn’t have to 
drop out,” he said.

The program will likely be 
an expansion of the APEX 
learning program, he said, and 
hopefully will start second 
semester. There are 32 school 
districts in Illinois offering the 
ALOP program.

“This will allow a flexible 
schedule,” Larson said, not-
ing a student who works early 
morning can attend in the af-
ternoon or those who work in 
the afternoon can attend in the 
morning

Co-principles here another year
The basis of beginning the 

ALOP, Larson explained, 
began simply by answering 
the question, “How do we 
support students who are 
not academically at risk but 
are dropping out because 
of work responsibilities,” he 
said. Those students who 
already have dropped out 
could join the program and 
recover credits for gradua-
tion.

PHS assistant principal 
Mark Cox added it is likely 
the new program will also 
free up space in the current 
APEX program. 

Larson said the program 
can handle 10-20 students 
overall.

In other business, the 
board:
nHeard the high school is 

working to re-bid insurance 
contracts.
nAccepted the resig-

nation of teacher Landon 
Stewart effective December 
20.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – Following a 
brief Truth In Taxation hear-
ing, the Kansas School Board 
unanimously approved the 
annual levy request at the reg-
ular board meeting Wednes-
day, Dec. 19.

During the November 
meeting, interim superin-
tendent John Hasten recom-
mended the board schedule 
a truth in taxation hearing 
for the Dec. 19 meeting as a 
precaution. The hearings are 
necessary if the levy request 

reaches, or exceeds, 5 percent 
or the previous levy. 

However, Unit 3 did not 
reach the 5 percent level. 

“I got in touch with the 
county clerk’s office to get 
up to date numbers,” said 
Hasten. “Generally, we 
add around 3 percent. This 
year based, on our EAV of 
$40,850,000, I recommend 
the levy based on that to be 
3.67 for 2018.”

EAV is the Equalized As-
sessed Value that determines 
the taxable value of real estate.

At last month’s meeting 

Kansas School Board approves tax levy

$5,000 GRANT FOR FIRE DISTRICT

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Community Fire Protection District is getting new pagers thanks to the generosity of 
ONEOK. Kerrick Cook is an assistant fire chief with the Vermilion Station of the Paris Commu-
nity Fire Protection District and an employee of ONEOK. After learning the company has a grant 
program, Cook applied for assistance with the paging devices. The bid came in at $4,998 which 
was just under the $5,000 grant limit. Left to right are fire district trustee Ben Lueken, Cook and 
fire district president Scott Ingrum. ONEOK is the parent company of Midwest Gas and among its 
many businesses is operating a 30-inch, high-pressure gas line from Portland, Tenn., to Joliet.

Hasten explained in detail 
there is a difference between 
EAV and tax rate. When EAV 
goes up that does not mean 
taxes are increasing.

“If EAV is higher, it brings 
in more money without in-
creasing the tax rate,” he said 
last month.

After a lengthy discussion 
about safety, the board unan-
imously approved installing 
five second-story escape lad-
ders on the top floor of the 
building for quick student 
evacuation if an emergency 
arises such as a fire or an ac-
tive shooter. The cost of the 
five ladders and installation 
is just over $29,000 and will 
come from the facilities use 
tax. 

“This is a safety issue for 
shooters, not necessarily 
fires,” Hasten said, noting 
there are six classrooms on 
the second story of the school.

He also discussed the 
school report cards and was 
pleased with the outcome. 

A future project was in-
troduced to the board when 
Hasten showed architectural 
drawings indicating possible 
changes to the parking lot, the 
main entrance and moving 
student drop off and pick up 
areas.

“This is open for discus-
sion,” Hasten said. “We are 
simply getting new ideas and 
trying to put things together.”

In action items, the board:
nApproved fifth grad-

ers participating on the 
cross-country team;
nApproved FMLA leave 

for Valerie Bonwell beginning 
around March 9; and 
nApproved Alyssa Chil-

dress to supervise open gym 
three days per week.
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Tigers 
fall to 
Tolono

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris boys basket-
ball team went outside the 
LIC to pay a visit to the To-
lono Unity Rockets Tues-
day, Dec. 17.

Paris came from double 
digits down earlier in the 
contest to take a short lead 
in the fourth quarter, only 
to fall 59-53.  

The Tigers had to con-
tend with sharpshooter 
Brady Porter of Tolono 
Unity, who poured in 26 of 
the Rockets’ 59 points.

“Their guy Porter was 
tough to stop.,” Paris 
Coach Shawn Nugent said. 
“We were physical with 
him at times, but he still 
accounted for almost half 
their points.”

The Tigers had a solid 
first quarter, trading bas-
kets with the Rockets, 
even amidst some un-
forced turnovers on their 
end. Both teams started to 
knock down jump shots 
though as the quarter pro-
gressed. Matthew Brouwer 
made a layup and baseline 
jump shot to give Paris 
a 13-10 lead with under 
two minutes left. Colton 
Landrum sank a three 
pointer right before time 
expired to give Paris a 16-
15 lead. 

The Rockets slowly 
stretched their lead out 
during the second quarter, 
while the Tigers commit-
ted turnovers on a couple 
of possessions, not allow-
ing them to get shots off.

Tiger Bryce Gladding 
broke the scoring drought 
with a layup and John Law-
lyes converted a drive, but 
Porter sank another three 
to make it 29-21 with less 
than two minutes left. 

The Rockets went into 
half up 34-24. 

Paris sophomore Mason 
Hutchings opened the half 
with the first of his four 
second half three-pointers. 
After a Landrum buck-
et, Porter again answered 
making it 41-29 Tolono 
Unity with 5 minutes left 
in the third quarter. A sec-
ond Hutchings three, and 
a baseline jumper from JR 
Brinkerhoff brought the 
deficit back under double 
digits. Another Hutch-
ings jump shot and some 
Brinkerhoff free throws set 
the score at 44-38 going 
into the fourth. 

Paris locked up Tolono 
Unity on defense in the 
first half of the fourth quar-
ter. A basket in the paint 
from Brouwer and two 
from Brinkerhoff tied the 
game at 44 with 5:00 left. 
“J.R. was a big contributor 
off the bench and really 
took advantage of his min-
utes. He’s had a good atti-
tude in practice and it defi-
nitely carried over tonight” 

Soon after, Hutchings 
drained a corner three to 
help the Tigers regain the 
lead at 47-46. The game 
slowed down with fouls 
as the Rockets regained 
the lead with free throws, 
going up 52-47 and forc-
ing a Paris timeout with 
1:48 left. The Paris offense 
could not get on track un-
til Jude Sullivan banked in 
a three-pointer with less 
than a minute left. After 
some Tolono Unity free 
throws, Hutchings drilled 
another three-pointer with 
:25 seconds left, but Paris 
ventured no closer. 

“We can do a better 
job of not giving up the 
big quarter,” Nugent said 
following the game. “We 
we’re a little out of sync in 
that first half and had to 
battle back. I’m proud of 
our guys for regaining the 
lead and not quitting.” 

Paris’ leading scorers 
were Mason Hutchings 
with 16, Colton Landrum 
with 9 and Brinkerhoff 
with 8. 

Titans pick up 9th win
Tri-County has up and down week with a victory over Cerro Gordo, loss to Tuscola 57-43

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yahoo.com

BEMENT — The 
Tri-County Titans and the 
Cerro Gordo/Bement Bron-
cos played Dec. 18 in Be-
ment as Tri-County hoped to 
bounce back from a Saturday 
afternoon loss to Tuscola. 

Tri-County used an 11-5 
second quarter to take a 19-15 
halftime lead and then used a 
huge 24-point final period to 
withstand a Broncos rally to 
escape with a hard fought 53-
49 win

The victory was the ninth 
of the season for the Titans.  
Mitch Pollock led the way 
with 14 points while getting 
a huge boost off the bench 
as Kenzal Lloyd added 13 
points — a season high for 
him. Trenton Pinnell finished 
with nine points in the win. 

TUSCOLA 57, TCT 43
The Tri-County Titans 

hosted the Tuscola War-
riors Dec. 15. Despite a 

hard-fought game, Tuscola 
proved too much to handle as 
Tri-County fell 57-43 to the 
visitors. 

The first eight minutes saw 
both teams feel each other 
out as Caleb Ard provided the 
spark, scoring five of the nine 
Titan points in the quarter as 
they took a 9-8 lead. 

Tuscola opened up the of-
fense using a strong presence 
in the paint before expanding 
to the perimeter where Will 
Little sank two three-point 
shots. The Warriors managed 
to take a 24-17 lead into the 
halftime break. 

The Titans found a spark in 
the third quarter as Trenton 
Pinnell scored four of TCT’s 
10 third quarter points, but 
the Warriors continued to 
pound the ball inside along 
with penetration as Jalen 
Quinn scored six of Tuscola’s 
15 points.  Tuscola extended 
the lead to 39-27 heading into 
the final quarter. Pinnell con-

tinued to create offense for 
the team and a four-point play 
by Mitch Pollock put togeth-
er a 16-point frame. However, 
the size of the Warriors was 
just too much as Quinn and 
VonLanken combined for 15 
of Tuscola’s 18 points to se-
cure the 14-point win.

The Titans were 17-52 
shooting for 32.7 percent 
while making all seven free 
throw attempts. 

Trenton Pinnell led the 
way with 12 points while 
Mitch Pollock added 
nine.  TCT coughed up the 
ball 17 times.

The Warriors were 21-45 
shooting for 46.7 percent and 
8-11 from the line for 72.7 
percent. 

Brayden VonLanken led all 
scorers with 22 points and Ja-
len Quinn added 16.

TCT 
girls roll 
to 12-0

Coach excited about team

PARIS TAKES 2 WINS, FALLS TO T-TOWN

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Karrington Krabel gets an open look under the basket while teammate Jenna Gates (4) looks on during the Saturday, Dec. 15, 
game against South Vermillion.

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

TEUTOPOLIS — For just the sec-
ond time this season, the Paris Lady 
Tigers suffered a loss — this time at the 
hands of the Teutopolis Lady Wooden 
Shoes Thursday, Dec. 20, by the score 
of 64-36.

Paris falls to 12-2 on the season, 
while T-Town — ranked fifth in the 
Associated Press Class 2A poll —  im-
proves to 12-2. 

The loss snaps an eight-game winning 
streak for the Lady Tigers who had not 
been beaten since losing to Charleston 
in the championship game of the North 
American Lighting Thanksgiving Tourna-
ment.

Facing the Wooden Shoes is always 
a tough task, but facing them without 
your leading scorer and a two-year 
starter makes things even tougher. 

Junior Sarah Isaf underwent surgery on 
Dec. 18 to repair a torn meniscus. Brook-
lyn Westerfield missed her third straight 
game with a severely sprained ankle. Both 
were sorely missed Thursday.

Teutopolis jumped out to a 19-10 
lead at the end of the first quarter, and 
stretched that lead to 37-20 at the half. 
The Lady Tigers cut the lead to three 
in the second quarter, but an 8-0 run 
by the Lady Wooden Shoes to end the 
second period created a cushion that 
Paris could not overcome.

Madyson Rigdon led all scorers in 
the game with 15 points. Karrington 
Krabel added 10 points and six steals 
in spite of playing the entire second 
half with three personal fouls. Kate-
lyn Littleton added 7 points. Kelsey 
Crampton and Jenna Gates finished 
with 2 apiece. 

Coach Dave Tingley was upbeat fol-
lowing his team’s loss, saying this is his 
favorite time of the year for basketball.

“At the start of the game we were 
mentally tough and battled with them. 
At some point the physical aspect 
comes into play, and at some point our 
girls got tired and we got into some 
foul trouble,” Tingley observed. 

“Our message tonight was to battle 
and I thought that for the most part we 

did that,” he said. “We got beat tonight 
because of stretches. An 8-point run 
here, a 6-point stretch there and a cou-
ple of conventional 3-point plays just 
killed our momentum.” 

One thing is for certain, the Tigers 
did not lack energy in the game, and 
that’s one thing that excited Tingley.

“I’ll be honest, I’m as excited for this 
team right now as I was at the start of 
the season. I see improvement, I see 
girls starting to get a little more mental-
ly tough, and I see growth in this team 
right now,” the Paris coach said.

This tough stretch of games con-

tinues today as the Lady Tigers face 
Rochester at 11 a.m. at Hoosier Gym 
in Knightstown, Ind. Then Paris opens 
up play in the Charleston Holiday 
Tournament at 9 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 
27, against Effingham, then will face 
T-Town again at 4:30 p.m. that same 
day. They return at 9 a.m. Friday , Dec. 
28, against Danville. All three oppo-
nents are ranked in the top 20 in their 
respective classes in the current AP 
poll.

PARIS 55, WEST VIGO 25

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Freshman Katelyn Littleton lets a three-pointer fly during Tuesday’s non-conference 
matchup against West Vigo.  Littleton led the Lady Tigers in scoring with 25 points, 
15 of which came from behind the arc.

See LADY TIGERS, Page 10A

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

Members of the Tri-County basketball team are seated, from 
left,  Mitch Pollock, Mason Hutchinson, Trenton Pinnell, Caleb 
Ard, Blake Lee and Logan Richardson. Standing, from left, are 
Ashton Thompson, Kenzel Lloyd, Cole McClain, Jack Armstrong, 
CJ Eakle and Clayton Pardi.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

MARSHALL — The 
Tri-County girls basketball 
team has been dominant 
through the 2018-19 sea-
son, managing a perfect 
12-0 campaign. 

The team took on the 
Marshall Lions Thursday, 
Dec. 20, winning the con-
test 60-48. 

Tayler Barry, along with 
her sister Harley, com-
bined to score 47 of the Ti-
tans 60 points and needed 
every point as a Marshall 
rally in the fourth quarter 
fell just short. Harley Barry 
finished with a game-high 
27 points while adding 
eight steals and four re-
bounds.  Tayler Barry add-
ed 20 points in her return 
and had five assists.  

Paris makes up 
double-digit deficit 
before falling 59-53

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. LOUIS — Local Illi-
ni fans will be joining with 
St. Louis-based alumni for 
some partying at the 38th 
edition of the Braggin' 
Rights match-up.

The main event is 7 p.m. 
today, Dec. 22, at the re-
named Enterprise Center, 
but the official alum-spon-
sored party starts hours 
earlier.

From 4 to 6:30 p.m., 
there's a free event at the 
Tin Roof, 1000 Clark Ave.

It's open to all Illinois 
alumni and fans, with 
drink specials and give-
aways, said Metro St. Louis 
Illini Club President Kevin 
Hall.

Illinois holds a 25-12 
lead over Missouri in the 
annual rivalry in St. Louis 
and brings a five-year win-
ning streak into this season's 
game, so Hall said people 
should be in a good mood.

There's a pre-registra-
tion, noted on the web-
site, but Hall said, "We did 
RSVPs largely to get a feel 
for crowd size."

It will be large.
"This year, we have even 

more space at Tin Roof, 
including more bathrooms 
and another bar in the lob-
by," said the group's Mallo-
ry Fisk. "We're expecting 
the band and cheerleaders 
to perform this year, and 
there will be appearances 
by Illini VIPs, including 
former players."

"We'll have Braggin' 
Rights shirts for sale, a 
50/50 raffle, and tons of 
giveaways, including tick-
ets to home games," Fisk 
said.

Braggin’ 
Rights
game set
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Gift Certificates
for the upcoming 2019 golf season

Contact Jessica Bartos at 264-3398 
or Janis Ludeks at 251-4365

We will deliver the gift certificates to you.

Dreaming of a Green 

Christmas?

Youth membership are $200 for the 2019 golf season 
and would make a great gift the junior golfer in your

 family (excludes cart). 

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Flavor of the week:
Cranberry

Footlong
$2.00

Cheeseburger, 
Fries & Drink  

$5.00
Homemade Soups:  

Vegetable Beef & Chili   

(217) 465-5812

309 W. Jasper St. 
Paris, IL  

CLOSED

December 24 & 25

217-466-6921
866-384-0503

Connecting YOU to...
Shopping • work • class • medical appts •

local and regional public transportation access

Connecting YOU to...

Routes to Champaign, Mattoon, 
Danville, Terre Haute

www.ridesmtd.com

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

There are many different 
milestones in the life of a high 
school basketball player but 
nearly none are as prestigious 
as reaching one’s 1,000th ca-
reer point. 

That is precisely what Paris 
High School’s Sarah Isaf and 
Shiloh’s Kiersten Price-Wil-
son, who is a Tri-County 
Lady Titan, have managed to 
achieve. 

Isaf, who is in her junior 
season with the Paris high 
school girls basketball team, 
eclipsed the mark in a season 
that has been nearly perfect 
(12-2). Isaf has been a leader 
on and off the court for the 
Lady Tigers.  

“It meant a lot to me to be 
able to break 1,000 points,” 
Isaf said. “It was a special mo-
ment for me and really fun 
to experience with my team-
mates.” 

According to Isaf, the mo-
ment could not have come 
without the help of her team-
mates and coaches. 

“They are the reason that I 
was able to get to this point,” 
Isaf said “I couldn’t have done 
it without them.” 

Isaf recently suffered a dev-
astating knee injury in a win 
against Marshall on Dec. 3. 
The injury ended her season 
and she underwent knee sur-
gery this past week.

Despite the setback, Isaf is 
sporting high hopes for next 
year — alongside a pair of 
crutches decorated in tinsel 
and Christmas lights. 

“I’m very excited for next 
year,” Isaf said “I just want to 
be back on the court with my 
friends.” 

Kiersten Price-Wilson, a 
senior on the Tri-County 
girls basketball team, also 
recently scored her 1,000th 
point. 

The 1,000 point-mark has 
been a goal for Price-Wilson 
since her freshman season. 

Now — four years later — 
she has made that dream into 
a reality. 

“I have worked so hard to 
be the basketball player that I 
am today,” Price-Wilson said 
“It means so much.” 

The senior has been a key 
to the Tri-County girls bas-
ketball team’s 12-0 start to the 
2018-19 season. 

But Price-Wilson doesn’t 
believe she would have been 
able to make it where she is 
today without the help of her 
friends, family, teammates 
and coaches. 

“They have all pushed me 
to be the player that I am 
today and to work harder ev-
ery single day.” Price-Wilson 

said. 
Price-Wilson complet-

ed another milestone often 
sought after by high school 
athletes this week.

She signed to play basket-
ball at the collegiate level. She 
will play for Parkland College  
in Champaign where she will 
study Criminal Justice. 

“It feels great to have com-
mitted, and I know I wouldn’t 
be here without so many 
of the people in my life,” 
Price-Wilson said. “I am con-
fident in where I am going 
and am excited for the oppor-
tunity.” 

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh High School senior Keirsten Price-Wilson signs her letter of intent to play basketball for 
Parkland College. Left to right, Price-Wilson’s father Josh Wilson; Price-Wilson; and her grandpar-
ents Susan Nichols and George Nichols. Standing is Parkland coach Bill Dobrik. A 1,000-point plus 
player for the Tri-County Titans Price-Wilson will join the Parkland College basketball team for the 
2019-2020 season.

Price-Wilson, Isaf hit 1,000 points

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger Sarah Isaf, center, accepts a plaque and a basketball marking the scoring of her 
1,000th point from PHS athletic director Creighton Tarr, left, and PHS Head Coach Dave Tingley. 
Isaf, a junior, was the team’s leading scorer before a knee injury ended her season.

LADY TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

  With recent injuries to starters 
Sarah Isaf and Brooklyn West-
erfield, the Lady Tigers have 
hummed along with some 
freshman starters and some 
position alterations. 

Tuesday night, it was fresh-
man Katelynn Littleton pour-
ing in 25 points helping Paris 
to a 55-25 victory over the vis-
iting West Vigo Lady Vikings.

“She really had herself quite 
a game” noted Tingley. “She 
really kicked up our defensive 
intensity with her steals, and 
she just goes and attacks with-
out thinking twice.”

The Lady Tiger offense 
in the first quarter and even 
the first half came from three 
pointers and layups off steals. 
Jenna Gates, Madyson Rigdon 
and Katelynn Littleton each 
drained a three-point attempt 
to put Paris up 9-0 halfway into 
the quarter. Paris proceeded to 
go cold from beyond the arc 
but were buoyed on the defen-
sive end with steals from Kelsie 
Crampton to start fast breaks. 

As they moved into the sec-
ond up 14-5, Paris proceeded 
to amp up the defensive pres-
sure, without using a full or half 
court press. Krabel continued 
to adapt to her new position in 
the post, converting close range 
shots and free throws. West 
Vigo began to chip away at the 
lead with some three-pointers 
of their own to make it 19-10, 
but the intense Paris defense 
racked up more steals, which 
were converted into layups. 

Already up 28-10, Paris con-
tinued the scoring outburst 
from across the roster, getting 
another three-pointer from 
Gates, more fast break scores 
from Littleton and a bucket 
and free throws from Rigdon. 
West Vigo managed to knock 
down some jump shots from 
different areas of the court, 
but were plagued by turnovers, 
most of which consisted of 

steals from Paris. 
After Littleton’s 25 points, 

Krabel posted 11, Gates 
dropped in 8, and Rigdon fin-
ished with 7. Littleton also 
added five steals for Paris to 
go with her game high five 
three-pointers, and Jenna 
Gates doled out five assists. 

PARIS 53, SOUTH VERMILLION 21 
The Paris girls basketball 

team (12-2) rolled to an easy 
win Saturday (12/15), crush-
ing South Vermillion 53-21. 
Paris head coach David Tin-
gley liked what he saw from his 
team in the win. 

“We were able to set the tone 
early and start strong,” Tingley 
said “We have some girls that 
really finish strong and they re-
ally had no answer for our fast 
break.” 

The Lady Tigers attacked 
from the opening tip, jumping 
out to an early 6-0 lead behind 
baskets from Jenna Gates, Kel-
sie Crampton and Karrington 
Krabel. A basket from Katelyn 
Littleton with 2:59 left in the 
opening period put Paris up 
12-2 while Madyson Rigdon 
helped further the lead. Lit-
tleton sank a three to cap the 
Lady Tiger’s scoring in the first 
period, giving them a 19-4 ad-
vantage. 

Paris kept the foot on the ped-
al through the second period as 
a Littleton steal led to a layup by 
Gates to extend the lead to 24-4. 
The girls held the visiting Lady 
Wildcats to just four points in 
the second quarter to go into the 
halftime break up 31-8. 

Paris entered the third pe-
riod looking to further the 
lead over South Vermillion 
and Krabel stepped up to the 
plate. The junior led the team 
in scoring with 19 points on 
8-12 shooting while managing 
a team-high 13 rebounds and 
four steals. 

“She is so explosive,” Tingley 
said “She is a super-athlete and 
brings a great presence on both 
sides of the ball for us.” 
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Anna was the name. Anna 
Stallings was born in 1906 
in a farm home, in Hamilton 

County, 
Illinois.  
Her parents 
didn’t 
bother to 
apply a mid-
dle name 
because 
they felt 
certain she 
wouldn’t 
live many 

days. Prematurely born, the 
little girl’s head fit into a tea 
cup. For some time they kept 
her warm in a shoebox placed 
next to the kitchen stove.  

Undetected for several 
years, she was also born 
with a defective heart valve. 
It caused no discernable 
problem until in her early 
90s when she experienced 
congestive heart symptoms.  
Open-heart surgery correct-
ed the issue.

This remarkable little girl 
decided at an early age to 
become a schoolteacher. 
Buckskin School, where she 
first attended, was a lonely 
rural outpost. Anna was one 
of the brightest kids. Her 
teacher made use of this gift-
ed intelligence by assigning 
tutoring to other students. It 
was this gratifying experi-
ence that created the career 
decision.

Planning this career was 
easy, but it proved to be a 
road filled with obstacles. The 
first one was one of the worst. 
A high school education was 
a must. Her father squarely 
blocked the way.

“No,” he shouted firmly. 
“Girls don’t need high school.  
Forget it.”

He was old-fashioned, ac-
tually quite representing his 
generation. Girls were raised 
to be homemakers – cooking, 
sewing, canning, cleaning. 
Toss in gardening, raising 
chickens and several other 
useful skills.  

Families tended to feature 
seven or eight kids – may-
be more. Women’s bodies 
were designed to produce 
children, y’know. The Bible 
says, “Be fruitful and multi-
ply.” Older girls in the family 
helped Mom with childcare. 
Most men opposed the idea 
of women holding salaried 
jobs. Keep in mind, women 
couldn’t vote in elections.

However, Anna refused to 
take no for an answer.  She 
persisted until one day her 
father could stand it no more.

“All right, young lady,“ he 
shouted loudly, pointing his 
finger in her face. “You have 
two choices. You can either 
go to high school or go with 
boys.”

He thought she’d forget 
high school when faced with 
this option.

“I’ll take high school,” she 
quickly snapped.

“OK. High school it is. But 
you don’t date any boys. I 
mean it.”

Springerton High School 
was small, offering a three-
year curriculum. Anna’s 
father paid her room and 
board. She experienced one 
danger during that time. The 
infamous Tri-State Torna-
do originated in Missouri, 
plowed a two-mile-wide 
swath through Illinois and 
ended in Indiana, killing over 
600, including numerous 
school students. It missed 
Springerton by only eight 
miles.  

Anna witnessed an ugly 
greenish-black sky that day. 
The teacher moved her class 
to the center of the room. 
This was before radio or TV, 
though. No one in Spring-
erton realized the tornado 
struck until next day.

Her next obstacle came 
at 17.  She graduated, but 
teaching certificates weren’t 
issued until age 18.  Anna 
simply fibbed about her age. 
That year, 1925, she began 
teaching. Three men board 
members expressed doubts 
about hiring a girl, especially 
one so young. Their main 
reason was concern about 
discipline. Older boys could 

Reaching a 
teaching 
career

See REYNOLDS, Page 7B

Friday was the Winter 
Solstice and a day of celebra-
tion because now the days are 
getting longer. 

For those paying close at-
tention, sunset is already four 
minutes later than it was on 
Dec. 6. Sunrise will continue 
getting later until Jan. 4 when 
it is four minutes later than 
today. Sunrise and sunset met 
in the middle Dec. 21 when 
we had only 9 hours and 22 
minutes of sunlight. 

It’s easy to be a sunrise 
watcher this time of year. If it 
is a clear sky morning, Venus 
is blazing in the south. Start-
ing now, Jupiter enters the 
morning sky before sunrise.

This season the moon is 
putting on the real show. The 
full moon occurs today, Dec. 

22, which is the longest night 
of the year. The shortest day 
means the longest night. Na-

tive Ameri-
cans called 
December 
the Long 
Night full 
moon. Our 
forecast 
predicts 
broken 
clouds, but 
the moon 
will be as 

high in the sky as it ever gets 
and out longer. The moon 
this cycle is on the inside of its 
orbit so it also appears larger 
than usual.

The alignment gets even 
better in January. Indigenous 
peoples called January the 

Wolf Moon. It will be full on 
Jan. 2, which is also the time 
it is at the closest part of its 
orbit (perigee). That makes 
it appear as large as possible 
in the sky and is considered a 
super moon. 

It gets even better. The 
Earth-moon-sun alignment 
that night causes the Earth’s 
shadow to cross the moon. 
This creates a lunar eclipse 
where the moon will dim 
and take on an eerie red glow 
while in the shadow and 
then return to brilliant white 
after the shadow passes. The 
red color is sunlight bent by 
Earth’s atmosphere and redi-
rected toward the moon. The 
longest wave reds bend the 
most and will illuminate the 
moon with a sunset red color.

For thousands of years, 
sunrise-sunset and the lunar 
cycle has been the key to 
measuring seasons and setting 
the calendar. It take the moon 
29.5 days to complete a cycle 
of phases so most cultures 
used moon-months of 29 and 
30 days. A short month of 11 
days is added to fit a solar year 
of 365 days. 

The moon has always fas-
cinated sky watchers. It is the 
largest and brightest object 
we can closely watch unlike 
the sun, which is too bright. 
Every society has watched, 
recorded and attempted 
to explain the phases and 
features of the moon. 

This summer is the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 
11 first moon landing, and 

the Unites States hasn’t been 
to the moon since 1972. 
Russia’s last lunar mission 
was in 1976.

China is now leading in lu-
nar exploration. In December 
2013, China landed Chang’e-3 
on the moon, and it’s still 
operational. Chang’e-4 was 
launched Dec. 7, 2018, and is 
now in orbit around the moon 
with a first ever landing on the 
far, or dark side, of the moon 
scheduled for Jan. 3. China has 
a satellite in orbit around the 
moon, which will beam back 
the surface information. The 
scientific community hopes 
China shares the information 
that is expected to add to the 
knowledge of how the moon 
formed.

Moon provides a lightshow after Winter Solstice

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 7B
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The railroad man went to St. 
Louis before Christmas. The 
Nickle Plate Railroad carried 
him there. She was a beauty, 
the big steam roller with her 
giant wheels turning. Black 
smoke spewed from her stack. 
Sparks and soot toured the 
spine of the train.

The 
railroad man 
drove the 
locomotive, 
and the 
fireman 
shoveled 
coal into 
the yawning 
mouth of 
the furnace. 
Through 
towns and village, she followed 
the rails. The ghostly whistle 
issued her warnings. 

Farmhouses dotted the 
countryside. Bits of light 
pierced the night. The farmer 
enjoying a rest from his labors. 
He heard the train, took in 
the rumble. Groaning grain 
cars bound for St. Louis. 
Thousands of tons of grain had 
appointments with the Father 
of Waters, oceans and foreign 
lands.

St. Louis brought the rail-
road man hours of time. From 
a small town in mid-America, 
a country boy at heart, he had 
left in search of adventure. He 
found it on the rails. The great 
machines spoke of Sirens, 
beautiful, but dangerous 
creatures.

He saw poverty, and he 
saw wealth in St. Louis. He 
walked downtown. He walked 
through the snow. He walked 
by the big stores, glittering 
with the bounty of Christmas. 
He walked by the restaurants, 
taking in the vapors and 
Christmas bells.

The boy stood at the win-
dow of one of the department 
stores. Christmas trees, draped 
in their refinery, children’s 
clothing – gifts of all kinds 
beckoned. So near but so far. 
That is the nature of the poor. 
The railroad man saw the want 
in his eyes.

His mother stood by the 
boy’s side. She was young. Too 
young, too thin and too poor, 
the railroad man said. Their 
coats were worn. The mother 
was sad. The boy, like most 
boys and girls at Christmas, 
possessed the commodity of 
children – hope.

The railroad man gave them 
some money, and went his 
way. He climbed aboard his 
steely beast, and the fireman 
settled in for the blazing show. 
The locomotive strained 
against the load. Trains get 
underway in pieces.

Into the night, the train 
raced. The engineer com-
manded the throttle. A hun-
dred and half of miles straight 
east on Christmas Eve; bound 
for home and warmth.

On Christmas morning, 
Santa’s promise fulfilled my 
wish, a toy train waited. 

No miniature trains, no 
towns and farms, no depots 
and water towers, no trees and 
roads, no cars and truck, no 
crossing gates for poverty’s 
child. They were the stuff of an 
impossible dream. 

Christmas 
has two 
sides

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

See CODGER, Page 2B

By NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

As the time for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day family dinners ap-
proaches, Edgar County’s own Miss 
Manners, Cindy Belt, says it doesn’t 
cost a fortune to make the dinner ta-
ble beautiful and inviting.

The Christmas season, Belt noted, 
is not only a special time but pro-
vides the perfect opportunity for 
families to spend time together.

“You can make the dinner table 
look special with some easy and in-
expensive touches,” she explained. 
“Little touches add to the meal and 
shows you care about making the 
holiday mealtime very special.”

Belt likes to make dinner look spe-
cial all year around and not just at 
Christmas.

“I do think it’s important to always 
remember that it’s not what’s on the 
table that matters, it’s who are in the 
chairs,” she said.

It might be tough, but Belt said 
families should commit to enjoy 
their mealtime without cell phones 
and other electronics.

For the main table, Belt likes to get 
a beautiful, fresh arrangement from 
local Paris florists Brad’s Florist or 
Weir’s Florist. 

“It’s best if the arrangement in-
cludes a lot of Christmas greens and 
holly,” she said, noting greenery is 
not only special to the season but 
also fragrant as well.

The greens and holly last a long 
time after the fresh flowers are gone 
– just remember to change the water 
regularly, she said.

Belt suggests those invited to a 
dinner consider sending an arrange-
ment as a gift.

“If you’re hosting you might be 
lucky enough that one of your dinner 
guests sends you an arrangement,” 
she observed. “If you’re going to din-
ner, an arrangement is a great hostess 
gift and one less thing the hostess 
will have to worry about.”

Once the decision is made about 
the main table it is time to consider 
the smaller dinner tables, kitchen ta-
ble or buffet table.

“Those areas can be decorated 
quite easily. Just take a good look 
around your house both inside and 
out,” Belt said. 

One quick and easy centerpiece is 
to place a row of votive candles along 
a rectangular serving dish. Fill the 
rest of the dish with cranberries and 
garnish with a few pieces of pine or 
holly and dust with artificial snow. 

“Remember that the votives 
should be unscented,” she warned. 
“You don’t want the smells of a 
scented candle competing with the 
great smells of your food.”

Another idea is to place a table 
runner down the center of the table 
and decorate it with fresh greens, 
pine cones and holly. 

“Pine cones are a neat decorative 
accent,” she said, noting pine cones 
can be given different looks by just 
spray painting them.

Belt also likes to use boxwood as a 
decorative fresh accent. 

A merry, bright table  
Special to The Prairie Press 

A little creativity can turn simple elements into a feast for the eyes at Christmas dinner.

Special to The Prairie Press 

Cranberries, holly and unscented votive candles make an instant centerpiece. 
An optional tinsel tree spruces up the arrangement even further.

“I planted boxwood for this pur-
pose to use in arrangements and cen-
terpieces all year round,” she said.

Another possibility is decorating 
the table with various glass contain-
ers filled with Christmas ornaments. 

“You can incorporate the great 
new battery-operated candles on the 
tablescape,” she said. 

Use holiday gift wrapping paper 
for an inexpensive table cover and 
placemats. Another option is using 
plain brown paper for the tablecloth 
with red and black buffalo check 
wrapping paper for the placemats. 
Cut the placemats out with scissors 
and glue them to the paper table-
cloth with a glue stick to prevent 
them from bowing. 

The final touch, Belt said, is place 
cards. 

“Place cards make people feel wel-
come and special,” she said. 

An easy holiday place card holder 
is to put three candy canes together 
and tie a ribbon around them. An-

other possibility is to pick up gold or 
silver bells and tie a place card onto 
each one.

“Look around your home,” Belt 
said. “Chances are you’ll find some-
thing that fits perfectly.”

Special to The Prairie Press 

Garlands and pinecones, interspersed with simple decorations, make a fes-
tive table runner. 

Special to The Prairie Press 

Arrange candy canes into a tripod to 
form a sweet little placeholder.
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Emricks’ 60th anniversary

Cleo and Edith Carnahan 
Emrick are celebrating their 
60th Wedding anniversary 
with a reception/card show-
er 4 p.m. Dec. 29 at the Paris 
Christian Church.  

The reception is hosted by 
their children Debbie Mc-
Conkey, Lisa Rigdon and 
Marsha Degenhardt.

Mr. and Mrs. Emrick were 
married Dec. 24, 1958, at 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: 
Submit news of your anniver-
sary, engagement, wedding or 
birth for free: email nzeman@
prairiepress.net or mail The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, 
Paris, Ill., 61944. 

be ornery and cause behavior 
problems.

“Did boys ever challenge 
your authority?” she was 
asked later in her career.

“Never more than once,” she 
answered.

Falling in love with a boy-
friend was another obstacle. 
Marriage would seal her fate 
as a young teacher. In August, 
she and her beau eloped, 
marrying in Indiana to ensure 
secrecy. For several months, 
they kept their marriage secret 
from everyone so she could 
continue teaching. It worked 
until she realized she was preg-
nant, something that couldn’t 

be hidden.  Anna resigned in 
1928.

Her husband was a 
hard-working farmer who 
struggled financially through 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s. Anna and Roy raised 
four boys. Her teaching was on 
hold for 17 years until 1945, 
a year when men teachers 
were in short supply.  She also 
needed the income to support 
family need.

Much of her college edu-
cation was accomplished by 
taking extension courses at 
night for many years. Finally 
she spent two summers on 
campus to satisfy require-
ments. She earned her college 
degree at McKendree College 
at the age of 55.

All four of her sons were 
college graduates and teachers.  
One became a college dean.

In 1998, the year she died, 
Anna had 11 grandchildren. 
Collectively they possessed 
13 college degrees. One was a 
college professor.  

Today a great-grand-
son teaches in Texas. One 
granddaughter carries on the 
professional tradition with 
pride at Crestwood School in 
Paris. This woman, of course, 
is a direct descendent of Anna 
Stallings Englebright, my 
mother.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

Special to The Prairie Press

The Rotary Senior Students of the Month for December are Trevan Land, left, and Elizabeth Taylor, 
right. The announcement was made by Rotarian Kim Stewart, center. 

Partners in Parenting 
fuels development

By Grace Kile/Shiloh High School

Play is an important learning experience for pre-school age 
children. Here a young mother and her son participate in a recent 
playgroup session hosted by the Partnership in Parenting program 
serving Shiloh, Chrisman, Oakland and Kansas school districts. 

By GRACE KILE
Shiloh High School Senior

NEWMAN – Parents are 
a child’s first teacher and that 
is part of the premise behind 
Partnership in Parenting 
(PIP).

The Shiloh School District 
program, led by Lynn Holm, 
serves the Shiloh, Chrisman, 
Oakland and Kansas school 
districts and is for families 
who are expecting a baby or 
have children birth to three 
years old. There are currently 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Dec. 17 blood drive 
collected 62 units of blood 
and organizers appreciate all 
who donated.

Volunteers helping at 
the event were Betty Ray, 
Debbie Watters, Bruce and 
Sharon Wilken, Mary Lou 
Wilson, Bob McHenry, 
Rosemary Ogle and Nancy 
Englebright. 

Lions Club members 
helping with the equipment 
were Brad and Sharon Cash 
and Dan and Velda Vice.

Ty St. Johns reached the 
eight-gallon donation mark. 

St. Mary’s Altar Society 
served the food canteen, 

December’s Red Cross 
drive collects 62 units

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL. 1563 met Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, with 24 members 
attending the weigh-in and 
Christmas celebration at the 
Grace Lutheran Village Com-
munity Center.  

Club members recognized 
were: Ruth Ann Knight, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Saunny Pres-
ton, KOPS weekly best loser; 
Marcella Coy won the walking 
drawing; and Janet Embry won 
the food chart drawing.    

Members walked 49 ½ 
miles for the week. Members 
enjoyed Christmas music 
by member Barbara Dick, a 
snowman gift from member 
and artist Gretchen Dyl, a gift 
exchange and a light brunch 
with food provided by chapter 
members.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday at the Highland Man-
or Community Room, with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. 
and the meeting starting at 9 

TOPS groups meet

Chris Martin, 
Managing Broker
(217) 251-8561

(217) 465-6434
414 S. Main•Paris, Illinois  

Kara Englum
822-0598

Jennifer Cary
822-8144

www.cmartinrealestate.com

Experience, Honesty, Integrity, Dedication!

Martin Real Estate 
& Appraisals

Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND NOW DELIVERED 24/7. 

Don’t shed tears for us, we are having 
Christmas with Jesus:

Rosie (Perry) Givens, Joan (Cash) Givens
Our Children:

Millie - Mike,  Rita - Roger
David - Bill, Vickie - Cathy

We wish you a blessed Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Frank Givens

29 children enrolled in the 
program.

PIP hosted a playgroup 
Dec.12 at the Newman Com-
munity Center with activities 
designed to increase a child’s 
development awareness, en-
courage parent-child inter-
action and promote school 
readiness. 

Those with children in the 
target age group are welcome 
to contact Holm at holml@
shiloh1.org or 217-497-9497 
for more information.  

and Grace Lutheran Church 
members are in charge of the 
canteen for the Jan. 28 blood 
draw. 

Monical’s, McDonald’s 
and Larsson, Woodyard, 
Henson LLC all donated to 
the food canteen.

The next blood draw is 
11:30 a.m-5:30 p.m. Jan. 28 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. Appointments may be 
made by calling Nancy En-
glebright at 465-6494. Ap-
pointments are not required 
and walk-in donors are al-
ways welcome. 

The Red Cross thanks all 
who donated blood this past 
year because giving blood 
saves lives. 

a.m. Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome and 
more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, with 13 
members weighing in and 
14 members attending the 
meeting. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Jayne Peters, 
TOPS weekly loser; Car-
men Minge, KOPS weekly 
loser and KOPS drawing 
winner; Myndy Wooten 
was the top walker; and 
Janie Stevens was the top 
exerciser.

The program for the 
meeting was an open discus-
sion led by Stevens.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh in is 5:45-
6:50 p.m., and the meeting 
starts at 7 p.m. More infor-
mation is available by calling 
217-808-0078

the home of Claude and 
OllaMae Brock on South 
Central Street in Paris. 
Claude Brock officiated 
the service, and the bride’s 
brother and sister-in-law 
Wayne and Susan Carna-
han were in attendance to 
the couple.

Cards may also be 
mailed to 215 Young St., 
Paris, IL. 61944.

ROTARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
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BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

Pagan Scandinavians, in a centuries 
old tradition, burned a large log or tree 
as part of the winter solstice festival. 

This particular celebration was 
named Jol and pronounced Yule. It was 
named after Jolmir, one of the names 
of the god Odin. The celebration was 
considered important to the health 
and prosperity of those who partici-
pated, and it represented the new light 
and warmth that awaited them in the 
spring. The log they burned was meant 
to replace the brightness and heat that 
came from the sun and was known as 
the burning of the Yule log. 

In the fourth century, Pope Julius I 
declared Christmas was to be observed 
on Dec. 25. It was an effort by the Ro-
man Catholic Church to circumvent 
pagan practices long associated with 
the winter solstice and stamp out the 
excesses of the Roman Saturnalia, a pe-
riod of revelry, feasting and gift giving.

The pope’s plan did not work as in-
tended. Rather than ending the pagan 
traditions, people simply folded them 
into the new Christian holiday. Chris-
tians in northern Europe kept the old 
Yule log festival, and by the 16th cen-
tury newly converted Christians used 
variations of the Yule log burning to 
represent the fight between good and 
evil as the fire grew hotter and brighter 
until it was consumed and only ashes 
remained. It symbolized Christ’s ulti-
mate and final victory over the sins of 
mankind. 

One of the popular renditions start-
ed with cutting an appropriate Yule log. 
It was considered a misfortune if the log 
was purchased. As it was joyfully pulled 
to someone’s hearth, many people fol-

lowed along the way and sang old car-
ols. There were pretty large hearths in 
those days so a large, long-burning log 
was selected. 

The large end of the log was placed 
within the fireplace with the smaller 
end stuck out away from the fire. It was 
decorated and wine poured over the 
top. It was then lit using the remains of 
last year’s log, which had been stored 
under the homeowner’s bed. 

The belief was placing a remnant of 
the Yule log under the bed protected 
the home from fire and lightning. Plac-
ing it there also represented life itself 
and the eternal light of heaven. 

Clean hands were required to light 
the Yule log because dirty hands meant 
the disrespecting of God. A failure to 
light it correctly on the first try placed 
the family at a great risk of misfortune 
in the coming year. The family and their 
friends gathered around the fire and 
told stories, made merry and observed 
the shadows on the wall. If a shadow 
had no head, it was thought there would 
be a death in the family within a year. 

As people made their way to bed in 
some localities food and wine was left 
on the table for the ghosts of the Yule-
tide. Early the next morning the re-
mains of the log were snuffed out and 
saved for the next year.

The people of the United Kingdom 
took their log from the barrel makers’ 
(coopers) discarded leftovers. Such 
logs were not fit to produce barrel 
staves. They were referred to as mock 
Yule logs and usually the bark was 
stripped off. They were usually made of 
oak and were supposed to burn for the 
12 days of Christmas, and then the log 
was extinguished.

In Spain, a hollow log was selected 

with legs sticking out and called the 
“Tio de Nadal” (a Christmas log in Cat-
alan mythology). Beginning on Dec. 
8, children placed a red hat along with 
a smiley face and a blanket on the log. 
They fed it with nuts, dried fruit and 
water until Dec. 24 when the children 
beat it with sticks until little tasty good-
ies were forced out. This was known as 
a Christmas piñata. 

France had a different custom. The 
Yule log was paraded around the house 
three times and wine poured on it for a 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com 

When you do your Christ-
mas shopping, what do you 
give the man who has every-
thing? How about an entire 
city?

At Christmas 1864, Wil-
liam T. Sherman did just that 
for President Abraham Lin-
coln at the conclusion of his 
destructive March to the Sea.  
The general offered the key 
port city of Savannah, Ga. as a 
Christmas present to Lincoln, 
a holiday tiding that has be-
come a part of Civil War lore.

Sherman’s five-week march 
from Atlanta to Savannah that 
fall is considered a decisive 
blow by modern historians, 
but the movement was highly 
risky. The high command in 
Washington was concerned 
with Sherman’s plan, as he 

wanted to advance deep into 
enemy territory without a 
supply line or communica-
tions.

As a result, Lincoln and 
other Union authorities were 
uncertain as to Sherman’s 
exact location for about a 
month. “When someone 
asked Lincoln about Sher-
man’s progress, he shrugged 
and said, “I know where he 
went in at, but I can’t tell what 
hole he will come out of,” said  
Samuel Wheeler, a research 
historian at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum in Springfield, 
Ill. “When Lincoln received 
word that Sherman had in-
deed been successful, his 
relief must have been enor-
mous.” 

Wheeler also notes the fall 
of 1864 was exceptionally 

tense for Lincoln, in part be-
cause of a stressful re-election 
campaign. “He went through 
an excruciating period in 
the run up to the election of 
1864, and shared the popular 
opinion that he would not 
be re-elected,” said Wheeler. 
“After the election, all eyes 
turned toward bringing the 
war to a conclusion. That, of 
course, brought a whole new 
series of anxieties.” 

Sherman’s 62,000 men left 
for the sea on Nov. 15 with 
20 days of rations and, when 
those were exhausted, lived 
off the land.  He moved rap-
idly through Georgia with 
little opposition, but as he 
approached Savannah and its 
rich stores, food and other 
supplies were running alarm-
ingly low. A prolonged battle 
for the city posed a threat to 

the army’s survival. 
Fortunately for Sherman, 

the outnumbered Confed-
erate garrison withdrew, and 
the city surrendered on Dec.  
21.  He was shortly visited 
by a U.S. Treasury agent, A. 
G. Browne, who was on the 
scene to claim the cotton, rice 
and government buildings.

Known for his hatred of 
bureaucrats, Sherman curtly 
refused Browne’s demands. 
Avoiding a confrontation, the 
agent sidestepped the issue 
with a diplomatic suggestion 
-- that Sherman offer the city 
as a Christmas present to Lin-
coln. Saying that “the Presi-
dent particularly enjoys such 
pleasantry,” Browne further 
noted that a message could 
be telegraphed from a near-
by communications hub for 
receipt by Lincoln on Christ-

mas Eve. 
Sherman accepted 

Browne’s advice and dashed 
off a brief message that read, 
“I beg to present to you as 
a Christmas gift, the city of 
Savannah.” Ever practical, 
Sherman added  the city 
came with, “one hundred and 
fifty heavy guns and plenty 
of ammunition, also about 
twenty-five thousand bales of 
cotton.”

Lincoln received the wire 
on Christmas Eve. The tele-
gram captured the imagina-
tion of the nation and was 
reprinted in major newspa-
pers, including page one of 
the New York Times, with the 
subhead “Sherman’s Christ-
mas Present.”  

“Lincoln was very pleased 
to receive his ‘Christmas gift’ 

Sherman’s Christmas gift

So many of the things 
that happen during the 
Christmas season affect us 
in positive 
ways. For 
those who 
work with 
children to 
present a 
Christmas 
program 
that 
definitely 
happens, 
but when 
it is over those leaders can 
then breathe a sigh of relief. 

Sometimes unexpected 
things happen, especially 
when working with very 
young participants. Many 
times the parents, grand-
parents and other guests are 
unaware of the little glitch-
es. Unless it is a catastrophe, 
it only adds to the enjoy-
ment of the audience and 
some of the performers as 
well. Usually the audience 
will come from far and near 
to see a Christmas special 
no matter the age of the 
child and no matter the 
ability.

Rosie, Lois DiMarzio 
and I traveled to Robinson 
one rainy night last week, 
and we were delighted 
to see a production by a 
special Christian school 
of that area. There were 88 
kids who took part ranging 
in ages from three to 14 and 
representing students from 
preschool through eighth 
grade. They were set up to 
perform starting with the 
wee ones and finished with 
the junior high students.

We got to Robinson 
while it was light and ate 
supper with our fami-
ly there. While eating, 
Brighton, looked at Lois 
and Rosie and said, “You’re 
great-grandmas.” Gina, 
our daughter, was there 
and with a little bit of a 
perplexing look Brighton 
said, “This is my normal 
grandma.” 

We made our way to 
where we thought the 
church was for the program. 
We had not been to that 
church for about 30 years, 
and it being so dark it was 
hard to find the right place 
to park and drove through 

Christmas 
delights in  
small ways

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Christmas’ older brother

Special to The Prairie Press

The burning of the Yule log during the winter solstice is a practice that pre-dates Christmas by centuries but became an import-
ant part of the Christian celebration, especially in northern Europe. This wood cut depicts the placing of a Yule log in a hearth 
during the Elizabethan period. 

See SHERMAN, Page 4B

See YULE, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The history of Christmas is 
long and complicated, but by 
the 16th century, when Hen-
ry VIII ruled England, it was 
beginning to resemble the 
holiday we know today. 

It may surprise you to learn 
that some of our favorite tra-
ditions of the Christmas sea-
son date back to Tudor times, 
including singing carols, giv-
ing gifts, eating turkey — and 
even kissing under the mis-
tletoe. 

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
During the four weeks 

leading up to Christmas Day 
— known as Advent — most 
people observed a period of 
fasting up to and including 
Christmas Eve. Then the 
celebrations began and con-
tinued from December 25 to 
January 6. 

The three biggest celebra-
tions fell on Christmas Day, 
New Year’s and Epiphany, or 
Twelfth Night, on January 6. 
It honors the arrival of the 
three kings or three wise men 
to see the baby Jesus. 

Though people in Tudor 
times marked the beginning 
of the year on March 25 
(when they held the Feast 
of the Annunciation), cele-
brating and exchanging gifts 
on January 1 was a holdover 
from Roman times, when 
that date was considered the 
beginning of the year. All 
work (except taking care of 
animals) stopped during the 
12-day stretch, as everyone 
from laborers to noblemen 
devoted themselves to the 
enjoyment of the Christmas 
season. Work began again 
on the first Monday after 
Twelfth Night, known as 
Plough Monday.

WASSAILING
Today we may recognize 

the word from classic Christ-
mas carols like “The Wassail 
Song” and “Here We Come 
A-Wassailing.” What did it 
mean to go wassailing in Tu-
dor times? 

During the Christmas 
season — and particularly 
on Twelfth Night — groups 
of people traveled from 
house to house singing to 
their neighbors and wishing 
them good health. As they 
did, they passed around the 
communal wassail bowl 
filled with warm ale, wine or 
cider mixed with spices and 
honey. The word wassail is 
believed to come from the 
old Anglo-Saxon toast waes 
hael, meaning be well or be 
in good health. 

Another type of wassail-
ing took place mostly in the 
country and involved the 
blessing of orchards and 
fruit trees, rather than peo-
ple, though it also prioritized 
communal drinking. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Over time, the custom of 

wassailing became tied up 
with another Christmas tra-
dition of the Tudor period: 
caroling. Christmas carols 
at the time were mostly reli-
gious in nature, based around 
the Nativity story, though 
some covered themes like 
hunting or feasting. Some 
Christmas carols popular 
during the Tudor period 
have endured to this day (in 
different forms): “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas,” 
“Good King Wenceslas” and 
“The First Noel.” In the 17th 
century, Puritans in both 

The Tudors 
shaped 
Christmas 

See TUDORS, Page 4B
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Christmas of 1864 included a gift Lincoln would never forget: the city of Savannah

YULETIDE TRADITIONS CARRIED FOR CENTURIES

Special to The Prairie Press

Bûche de noël is a pastry for the 
Christmas table based on the ancient 
practice of burning a whole log over 
the Christmas season. The dessert was 
introduced during the early 18th cen-
tury as fireplace design changed from 
massive hearths to smaller spaces 
unable to accommodate the burning of 
a whole tree. A Yule log like this is pop-
ular in the United Kingdom, Belgium, 
Switzerland, France, Quebec and many 
former French colonies. 
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from Sherman,” remarked 
Wheeler. “It was probably the 
best gift Lincoln could have re-

ceived that year.” 
On the day after Christmas, 

Lincoln wrote Sherman with, 
“many, many thanks for your 
Christmas gift,” and conceded 
that he, “was anxious, if not 

two or three parking  lots. Our 
granddaughter Danielle saw 
our plight and gave us a call 
and said we drove right by the 
door and even went though 
the place where we should 
have parked. We made another 
round and finally figured 
it out, which added to our 
delightful adventure. 

We were there early enough 

a blessing before lighting. 
As large fireplaces were re-

placed with smaller heating de-
vices, the large Yule logs capa-
ble of burning for 12 days were 
impractical. Starting around 
1700, a pastry that resembled 
a Yule log was introduced as a 
substitute for actually burning a 
log. There are many recipes for 
Yule logs that are a centerpiece 
for the Christmas table and 
furnish quite a delicate taste to 
those who partake. 

As times changed, the idea 
of how to incorporate a Yule 
log into Christmas varied with 
each household. Our family 
never used an edible Yule log 
or a log for a piñata, but we did 
have a Yule log occasionally. 

We saved a nice shaped and 
large piece of hard wood capa-
ble of burning for several hours. 
As it burned, we enjoyed the 
season while singing Christ-
mas songs, playing games and 
drinking punch. 

It always seemed that log 
had special colored flames to 
watch and a few flying sparks 
that popped out as it burned 
very hot. We did not observe 
the shadows on the wall like 
in olden times, and the last to 
bed made sure it wasn’t spark-
ing any more so it did not start 
a fire on our rug. We definitely 
did not put the charred and un-
burned portion under the bed. 

Fireplaces are special at fam-
ily gatherings and a few people 
still partake of the edible log 
thus furthering a Christmas 
tradition. 

England and America banned 
all Christmas festivities, and 
caroling didn’t become cus-
tomary again until Victorian 
times. 
 
GIVING GIFTS

Though ordinary citizens of 
Tudor England may have sim-
ply given gifts on New Year’s 

Day in the spirit of Christmas, 
royal gifts took on a wider 
political significance. On the 
first day of 1532, for example, 
King Henry VIII accepted a 
gift from Anne Boleyn — a 
set of “Pyrenean boar spears.” 
He rejected the gold cup given 
him by his then-wife, Cather-
ine of Aragon, whom he was 
trying to divorce. In 1572, 
Henry and Anne’s daughter, 
Queen Elizabeth I, refused an 

impressive jewel given to her 
by the Duke of Norfolk. Nor-
folk was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London at the time 
for allegedly conspiring to re-
place Elizabeth on the English 
throne with Mary, Queen of 
Scots. He was executed later 
that year.

THE “KISSING BOUGH”
The Christmas tree tradi-

tion as we know it likely be-
gan in Germany during the 
16th century, but it didn’t 
become widespread in En-
gland until some 300 years 
later. Before then, the most 
popular decoration in people’s 
houses during the Yuletide 
season was the kissing bough, 
write the authors of “A Tudor 
Christmas.” Kissing boughs 
were woven wooden hoops 
hung with evergreens like hol-
ly and bay leaves and suspend-
ed from the ceiling. Of course, 

a sprig of mistletoe was a must 
for any kissing bough. The 
tradition of kissing under that 
parasitic plant goes back as 
far as ancient Greece, due to 
mistletoe’s association with 
fertility.

MINCE PIES
After fasting for four weeks, 

and abstaining from all meat, 
eggs and cheese, Tudor-era 
Britons were ravenous come 
Christmas Day. Mince pies 
(or “pyes”) were such com-
mon fare during the 12 days 
of celebrations that they were 
known as Christmas pies. 
Stuffed with meat — particu-
larly mutton, which signified 
the shepherds who visited the 
infant Jesus — the pies were 
also made with suet, sugar, 
spices and dried fruit. Ideally, 
they were supposed to con-
tain 13 different ingredients, 
to symbolize Christ and his 12 

apostles.

TUDOR CHRISTMAS PIE 
According to Weir and 

Clarke, the historical record 
shows the first turkeys arriving 
in England from the New 
World in 1526, or right in the 
middle of Henry VIII’s reign. 
Though the most common 
celebratory fare for Christmas 
during Tudor times remained 
the boar’s head, usually 
displayed on a platter with an 
apple stuffed into its mouth, 
wealthier diners could enjoy 
a particular delicacy of the 
time: the Tudor Christmas 
Pie. This creation, which 
was not for the faint of heart, 
consisted of a turkey stuffed 
with a goose, which was 
stuffed with a chicken, which 
was stuffed with a partridge, 
which was stuffed with a 
pigeon — all baked inside a 
pastry coffin.

THE YULE LOG
The tradition of burning 

the Yule Log, that spawned a 
tasty cake and thousands of 
YouTube videos, is thought to 
have originated with Viking 
invaders, who made bonfires 
to celebrate the winter sol-
stice. The word Yule, which 
actually comes from the Old 
Norse jól, a heathen midwin-
ter festival lasting 12 days, has 
long been used in English as a 
synonym for Christmas. 

In the Tudor period, many 
families headed to the woods 
on Christmas Eve and select-
ed a log, which they decoratef 
with ribbons and set ablaze. 
After keeping it burning 
during the 12 days of Christ-
mas, they retained a charred 
remnant of the log. This was 
considered good luck for the 
year to come and was used 
to help kindle the next year’s 
Christmas fire. 
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to help our great-grandson 
Brighton, who is in first grade, 
get dressed from play clothes 
to a nice white shirt and red 
bow tie. He went to the men’s 
restroom to make the change, 
and he most definitely told his 
mother that she was not to go 
in there because he was a big 
boy. 

I kind of sneaked into that 
room after his mother said 
he had been in there a while. 
I saw no one when I looked 
inside, but I noticed a stall 
door was closed. I heard a 
little fidgeting and sighs going 
on and as I looked under the 
door I saw shoes and jeans 
scattered on the floor. I said 
“Brighton do you need any 
help?” Brighton, who recog-
nized my voice, replied “I can 
do it all by myself.” 

I didn’t dare touch that 
door, and I told him his mom 
was waiting. In a few minutes, 
he came out dragging a small 
carrying case with clothes 
peeking out of it. He had an 
untucked white shirt and the 
wrong pair of shoes. 

We made it to his mom and 
she tried to suggest to him he 
had on the wrong shoes. She 

found a bow tie in the bag and 
convinced him even if he had 
the wrong shoes on she would 
help tuck in the shirt and he 
even let her fasten his red bow 
tie. I think she whispered to 
me, “Go with what you can get 
without a fight.” I remember 
when I was a little boy with my 
shirttail out and no tie. There 
must be some genetic factor 
involved in our family.

The show began with the 
littlest ones who came out 
with hats that were birthday 
cakes with candles on them. 
They sang happy birthday Je-
sus during their stint for which 
they received a nice applause. 
What was interesting was the 
way the kids looked for their 
parents and even a few waved 
several times. The expressions 
on their faces varied from 
fascination to being a little 
timid. One boy kept losing his 
hat and found interesting ways 
to put it back on until he made 
it off the stage. That was a 
startling performance for both 
the kids and the parents. 

The next group had the 
first graders who sang three 
Christmas songs pretty well, 
and they had different cos-

tumes. Brighton did his part 
very well, and he didn’t even 
ham it up. I noticed when they 
went off the stage the antennas 
on some of those outfits were 
being twanged, however. 

Later in the program, the 
fifth graders had a manger 
scene with all the appropriate 
animals and characters. It 
looked like Mary was about 
to leave the baby Jesus when 
they left, but she recovered 
and scooped him up and 
hustled off the stage. I think 
the audience was afraid she 
would forget him, and I heard 
a community sigh of relief 
when she picked him up. 

The older students did a 
very nice pantomime of the 
life of Jesus, which closed the 
show. It only took 50 minutes, 
but the crowd of better than 
300 hundred showed their 
gratitude with a standing 
applause. 

To my great delight, I did 
better on the way home and 
only made one wrong turn. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 

fearful,” of the general’s march 
from Atlanta.   But, “the under-
taking being a success,” Lincoln 
offered the glory to his general, 
writing, “the honor is all yours.”

“Lincoln was not interested 
in receiving individual credit,” 
commented Wheeler. “There’s 
an old saying, ‘it’s amazing 
what you can accomplish if you 
don’t care who gets the credit.’ 
I think Lincoln’s management 
of his generals personifies that 
statement.” 

The men of Sherman’s army 
celebrated Christmas in the 
rain in Savannah. After hearing 
a congratulatory order from 
their commander, they were 
dismissed for dinner, an under-
taking enjoyed by some more 
than others. William Hum-
phrey of Jacksonville, Ill., the 
fife major of the 101st Illinois, 
wrote that his Christmas meals 
were, “breakfast, rice and beef. 
Dinner, rice. Supper, beef and 
rice.”

Others had it better, though 
with equally limited selection. 
Men of the 16th Illinois Cav-
alry feasted on oyster soup, 
oysters on the half-shell, fried 
oysters, roast oysters, roast 
goose, rice, raisins and coffee 
with condensed milk. 

The Christmas season of 
1864 was the last in the field in 
the Civil War, as the Southern 
armies surrendered the follow-
ing spring. Sherman’s present 
of Savannah has become a hall-
mark of the smashing success 
of his march to the sea, though 
the general has been roundly 
criticized in some circles for 
forcing the war on the South-
ern people. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Northern Europe has a tradition of burning the Yule log but the 
Catalan Yule log is like a piñata. A hollow log is decorated and 
filled with nuts, dried fruit and other treats and children beat it 
with sticks on Dec. 24 until the tidbits fall out.
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BY BETHANNY LAWSON
bethannysbooks@gmail.com

“If so many people know 
about human trafficking, why 
haven’t we stopped it?”

That question was asked by 
a classmate after I finished my 
persuasive speech at the Lake 
Land College Kluthe Center. I 
wracked my brain for answers. 

After all, human traffick-
ing is such a huge, complex 
issue, the answer to it should 
also be huge, in order to suf-
ficiently address the issue. 
But in a classroom, with time 
constraints, people wanting 
short answers and on the spot, 
an appropriately well thought 
out answer wasn’t possible.

The issue could be summa-
rized, though, and the answer 
that came out of my mouth, 

while accurate, made me sad. 
“Because we don’t care,” I told 
my classmate.

The idea that lots of people 
know about human trafficking 
is somewhat incorrect. Most 
people don’t know about it. 
We don’t talk about it, and 
most don’t want to. Ranking 
among the most despicable 
forms of crime, human traf-
ficking isn’t exactly a nice 
dinner topic or something we 
chat about over Facebook.

There is a mistaken belief 
that slavery ended with the 
Civil War. That was one kind 
of slavery and a localized type 
at that. Currently, there are 
40 million people trapped 
in human trafficking and en-
slaved on our watch. That’s 
more slaves than there have 

ever been at any other point in 
history, and out of that 40 mil-
lion, only 1 percent are ever 
saved. It’s second only to drug 
trafficking as the largest form 
of transnational crime.

It’s all well and good to re-
cite the numbers, but they are 
difficult to comprehend when 
those enslaved are invisible. A 
vast majority of the problem is 
sex trafficking. However, there 
is also a large number of chil-
dren forced into intense labor, 
often sold into it by parents 
who couldn’t afford to feed 
them.

Human trafficking is im-
possible to summarize in 500-
1,000 words so the challenge 
is how to convince others to 
care.

Because human trafficking 

is difficult to stop, not fun to 
talk about and doubted as a 
legitimate problem, it’s com-
mon for people not to ask 
questions. They aren’t pre-
pared for the answers. I wasn’t 
prepared for the answers. Un-
til you are ready to have your 
heart absolutely shattered for 
other people, you aren’t ready 
to address human trafficking

There are valid reasons not 
to join the fight to end slavery, 
but not caring is not one of 
those reasons.

We are experiencing an 
epidemic of apathy. We may 
talk about problems often and 
loudly, but propose action 
and the room goes silent. This 
is true about most things, not 
just human trafficking, but it 

Dress up, change the world

Nativity storytelling
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Nativity scenes come in all shapes 
and sizes but the Christmas season 
displays represent an important 
happening – the birth of Jesus.

Paris resident Joan Mattingly has 
erected a small manager scene featuring 
Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus in the 
manager for five years at her home. 

“My scene is pretty old and rustic 
looking. Each year I put it out at 
Christmas time, and it’s one of the first 
things you see coming down the road,” 
said the 90-year-old Mattingly, who 
lives at the corner of High Street and 
Sycamore Road. 

Not only do Mattingly’s rustic 
figurines have important Christian 
symbolism, they also have sentimental 
meaning. 

Her daughter and neighbor, Bobbi 
Mattingly, erected the upcycled barn 
wood shelter surrounding the manger. 

“We were on the Clinton Road and 
found someone tearing down an old 
barn,” said Mattingly. “We drove in and 
asked for wood for the manger and 
Bobbi made it specifically for me. We 
always feel like the manger scene is the 
most important part of my decorations.” 

Mattingly added another favorite 
decoration in her yard is a large 
snowman that has been on display 
for nearly 50 years. It was stolen 
from her former in-town residence 
approximately 40 years ago and 
recovered by the Paris police. 

“Both the nativity scene and my 
snowman are very special,” Mattingly 
said.

Nearby is a large nativity scene made 
out of carefully shaped wood that is 
illuminated by several spotlights in the 
grassy yard at the Lake Ridge Christian 
Church. 

“Our display is simple but elegant as 
well with the lights reflecting on it,” said 
Pastor Nate Alexander. “We carefully 
chose it trying to show the simpleness 
of Christmas but make it bright and 
noticeable as well.” 

The modern looking nativity scene 
is complete with shepherds, sheep and 
animals, the wise men and even angels 
near the manger.

He described the scene and said, 
“Our’s has the full scene. I think there is 
a lot to the Christmas story. And many 
different lives were affected by the story 
of Jesus. So we included them all. The 
characters in the scene mean different 
things and represent how Jesus changed 
their lives as well.” 

The church purchased the 
new nativity for outside display 
approximately four years ago.

Talking more in depth about the 
Christmas story, the pastor emphasized 
the scene is a visual reminder of Jesus’ 

birth and what that means to the public.
“The nativity scene is a special thing 

that we can still put in public places,” 
said Alexander. “The manger scene 
displays the story in a simple picture to 
remind us and explain what Christmas 
is about. It is a very important thing to 
decorate with.”

The Paris First Church of the 
Nazarene had a live nativity scene 
featuring the youth of the church 
Sunday, Dec. 16.

“After parading down the church 
aisles, the children re-enacted the 
nativity scene while reading the 
scriptures Luke 2 and Matthew,” said 
Pastor Gary Williamson. 

The youth were dressed in costumes 
representing the wise men, shepherds 
and angels and sang traditional 
Christmas carols along with the 
modern song, “Happy Birthday Jesus.”

Williamson noted the annual 
program is extremely important to the 

congregation. 
“We want our children to know 

the story and feel involved in teaching 
it,” Williamson said. “That helps 
everyone get back to the basics and how 
Christmas is not just gifts, trees and 
presents. The best way to learn is to be 
a part of it.”

Discussing the importance of the 
manger scene Williamson emphasized 
the nativity is a reminder how amazing 
God is and how he used regular people 
like shepherds and picked normal 
people like Mary and Joseph rather than 
royalty to bring Jesus into the world. 

He said the star drew both ordinary 
people to the manger such as the 
shepherds and the extraordinary like 
the wise men in combinations that are 
not normally expected.

“This is an example of how God used 
regular people for an amazing story,” 
said Williamson. “It shows us his love to 
all people.”  

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Lake Ridge Christian Church has opted for a stylized and more contemporary looking nativity scene for the Christmas season. 

Advent 
prepares 
church for 
change

Last week I wrote about 
the Season of Advent and 
our need for repentance as 

we pre-
pare for 
the birth 
of the 
Christ 
child, 
Emman-
uel, God 
with us.  

We 
continue 
in the 

Advent 
Season through Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24.  The church 
my husband, the Rev. 
Rodger Allen, and I serve 
has an 11 p.m. to midnight 
service. It is a beautiful 
candle lighting service of 
lessons and carols.  

We tell the Christmas 
story as found in the 
Gospels of Matthew and 
of Luke. Our final reading 
is found in the Gospel of 
John, “In the beginning 
was the Word and the 
Word was with God and 
the Word was God.” That 
verse refers to Jesus Christ 
the Savior.  

The whole congregation 
sings some of the carols 
during the service and oth-
ers are anthems performed 
by the sanctuary choir.

My favorite service 
of the entire year is the 
Christmas Eve service. 
It is so beautiful and 
poignant. This year it may 
also be a little sad for me 
as it will be my last Christ-
mas Eve service and last 
service period before my 
retirement.  

My husband and I have 
been co-pastors of The 
Presbyterian Church of 
Paris for 14 and two-
thirds years. We share 
one position as a clergy 
couple, each having been 
supposedly part-time. The 
congregation voted to have 
Rodger take on the full-
time position by himself.

Why am I retiring?  I 
have had health issues my 
entire life, and they have 
progressively gotten worse. 
Much of the time, people 
can’t tell I am struggling as 
much as I am – such is the 
life of someone with au-
to-immune issues and, for 
me, additional health issues 
as well. I need to take care 
of my health.  

This was an excruciat-
ingly difficult decision, but 
I am certain this is what 
God is calling me to do at 
this time. I have appreci-
ated serving churches as 
their minister so this will 
be difficult on me, but it is 
necessary. I, of course, will 
continue to be a pastor, 
simply in retirement.

This Advent Season is 
especially poignant for me 
and I know that God still 
has plans for me. It has 

The story 
of “Silent 
Night”
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It was the night before 
Christmas, and not a crea-
ture was stirring.

Except for the mice at St. 
Nicholas Church in Ober-
ndorf, Austria, who were 
busy chewing through the 
bellows of the organ.

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press
Lights illuminate a plastic nativity scene at the village park in Kansas.

LAURIE
WILLIAMS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press
A traditional looking nativity scene featuring Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus adorns the 
lawn at Joan Mattingly’s residence at the corner of High Street and Sycamore Road.

Special to The Prairie Press

A group of area young people and students are participating 
in Dressember to raise awareness about the evils of human 
trafficking. Calling themselves the Classy Kingdom Champions, 
the girls have pledged to wear dresses and the boys to don ties 
everyday during December. From left to right, are Macy Lawson, 
Presley Branson, Skylor Harden, Kathryn Schwartz, Jerad Law-
son, Bethanny Lawson and Shayleigh Cline.See DRESS, Page 6B

See PASTOR, Page 6B

See SILENT, Page 6B

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Christmas, an annual 
festival commemorating 
Jesus’ birth, is celebrated 
with different religious and 
cultural events on Dec. 25 
by billions of people around 
the world. To celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, some local 
churches have planned spe-
cial events for Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. 

DEC. 24, CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES  

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 3:30 p.m. chil-
dren’s choir performs; 4 
p.m. Mass; 9:30 p.m. choir 
performs; and 10 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass.

St. Aloysius Church, 6:30 
p.m. choir performs and 7 
p.m. Christmas Eve Mass.

Nevins Christian 
Church, 6 p.m., the Bethle-
hem Birth Record.

Hume Christian Church 
6 p.m., candlelight service.

Lake Ridge Christian 
Church, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve services

Otterbein United Meth-
odist Church, 6 p.m. joint 
Christmas Eve service 
with the Vermilion United 
Methodist

First Christian Church, 
7 p.m. Carols, Candlelight 
and Communion service 
with parent-child dedica-
tions.  

Presbyterian Church, 
11p.m. midnight service 
featuring lessons and carols.

Bell Ridge Christian 
Church, 6 p.m. play by the 
congregation based on “A 
Christmas Carol.”

First United Methodist 
Church, 6 p.m. worship ser-
vice.

First Baptist Church, 6 
p.m. Christmas Eve service 
featuring greetings and mu-
sic performance.

Grace Lutheran Church, 
7 p.m. Christmas Eve ser-
vice. 

Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, 7 p.m. EST Christ-
mas Eve Vigil.

DEC. 25, CHRISTMAS DAY 
SERVICES

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 9 a.m. Christmas 
morning Mass

Grace Lutheran Church, 
9:30 a.m. worship service.

Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, 11 a.m. EST Christ-
mas morning Mass

Christmas 
services

Local teens participate in Dressember to raise awareness and protest the human trafficking epidemic

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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PASTOR
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DRESS
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Special to The Prairie Press

An X-mark on the hand is a highly visual symbol adopted by the End It movement to raise aware-
ness about human trafficking and slavery. These are the hands of local youths Macy Lawson, 
Presley Branson, Skylor Harden, Kathryn Schwartz, Jerad Lawson, Bethanny Lawson and Shayleigh 
Cline, who are committed to fighting the scourge by whatever means are available to them.

SILENT
FROM PAGE 5B

is especially true about human 
trafficking.

We rage about enslaved 
children as we try on clothing 
made in sweatshops and ap-
ply sparkly makeup made by 
child miners. People sincerely 
say sex trafficking is running 
rampant but go home to watch 
adult-content videos online 
featuring people often held 
against their wills.

It is easy to assign all the 
blame to the traffickers, but 
they are fulfilling public de-
mands. They only manufacture 
what we ask for, in the ways we 
ask for it – fast, cheap and at 
human expense. We join hands 
with them in keeping people 
trapped more often than we 
realize.

We can’t claim responsibility 
for something we know noth-
ing about, and many people 
truly do not know anything 
about human trafficking. I 
didn’t. But the moment we 
recognize evil, and do nothing 
to stop it, we become account-
able. We share the guilt with 
the criminals if we refuse to 
help those who need it most.

The next step is figuring out 
how to address the problem. 
We’re just small-town people, 
with little to no global influ-
ence or power, but we can shop 
trade-free and let everyone else 
continue to buy slave-made 
products. We can donate to 
causes and encourage others to 
do the same despite the argu-
ment the money does no good.

My mom has often told me 
a story of a man who was fair-
ly wealthy. He made a habit of 
giving large sums of money to 

anyone homeless or begging 
on the street. When asked why 
he did it, since surely most 
of those people were lying or 
going to waste the money, the 
man said, “I am only respon-
sible for what I do with the 
things I have been given.”

We have to stop worrying 
about what everyone else is do-
ing and start claiming personal 
responsibility for how we live.

For that reason, I participat-
ed in Dressember, a movement 
where for the whole month of 
December, girls wear dress-

es and guys don ties to raise 
awareness and funding to end 
human trafficking. 

I am blessed to be fighting 
alongside a strong team that is 
changing hearts everywhere. 
The messages we have re-
ceived from people who have 
been changed by our war cries 
against the slave traders are be-
yond encouraging. Change is 
happening.

Can I really expect to make a 
difference from my little place 
in Paris, just by wearing dress-
es every day for my little circle 

of friends to witness? Maybe. 
Maybe not. But I’m doing what 
I am responsible for. If every-
one did that, it would be more 
than enough.

I am willing to stand, even if 
I have to stand alone, because 
it’s my responsibility. The 
whole world can let evil pass it 
by, but I refuse. If my life is not 
lived in service of others, then 
I don’t believe I’ve truly lived a 
life at all.

I don’t have to stand alone. 
Others can join me, and to-
gether, we could end it.

The damage left the church’s 
priest, the Rev. Joseph Mohr, 
scrambling to find music for a 
Christmas Eve service. So he 
dashed off a few lines about the 
night Jesus was born and asked 
composer Franz Xaver Gruber 
to set the lyrics to a simple tune, 
played on guitar.

On that night 200 years ago, 
the two stood in front of the 
church’s nativity set and per-
formed a song that began with 
words “Stille Nacht, heilige 
Nacht.”

Better known as “Silent 
Night,” the song went on to 
become one of the season’s 
most beloved Christmas car-
ols, translated into more than 
300 languages and sung all over 
the world by artists from Bing 
Crosby to Beyoncé.

At least, that’s how the story 
goes.

Legends aside, the song en-
dures in part because it brings a 
sense of calm to the hustle and 
bustle of the Christmas season, 
said Brian Lee, head of the mu-
sic department at Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago.

“We seem to live in such a 
noisy chapter in history,” Lee 
said. “I think even just the ti-
tle of the song in and of itself 
speaks to people.”

In Austria, where “Silent 
Night” has been declared part 
of the nation’s cultural heritage, 
the country’s tourism office has 
planned a number of events, 
including concerts and exhib-
its, to celebrate the song’s an-
niversary this year. The events 
included a concert late last 
month at Trinity Church, a his-
toric Episcopal church in New 
York City, where it is believed 
the song first was performed in 
the United States.

Moody also planned its an-
nual Candlelight Carols pro-
gram around the song — link-
ing it to the famed Christmas 
Eve truce during World War I. 
During that brief respite from 
fighting, British and German 
troops set down their weapons 
and sang “Silent Night,” among 
other carols.

And modern hymn writers 
Keith and Kristyn Getty are 
making the song part of their 
Irish Christmas Tour, with 
stops at Carnegie Hall and the 
Kennedy Center.

Singing carols is as old as 
Christmas itself, Keith Getty 
noted in an email to Religion 
News Service. The story of 
Christmas and the birth of Je-
sus, he said, begins with Mary, 
Zechariah, Simeon and angelic 
choirs all bursting into songs.

But “Silent Night” is unique, 
he said.

“Its simplicity makes it easily 
accessible even for kids — both 
lyric and melody are haunting, 
unique and yet painfully sim-
ple,” Getty said. “If only we had 
the potion to reinvent that.”

Part of the song’s genius is its 

simplicity, said Michael Hawn, 
a global hymnologist and pro-
fessor emeritus of church music 
at Perkins School of Theology 
in Dallas. The lyrics and music 
paint a scene, and it, “doesn’t try 
to do too much,” he said.

Most of the story about its 
origins is true. But the details 
don’t quite match the legend.

While “Silent Night” may 
have been performed for the 
first time 200 years ago, Mohr 
had penned the poem a bit 
earlier, amid a trying time in 
Austria’s history at the end of 
the Napoleonic wars.

It’s true the church’s or-
gan wasn’t working properly, 
though Hawn called the tale 
about the mice, “a little bit over 
the top.” Using a guitar to ac-
company the song turned out 
to be providential, he said.

On the guitar, “Silent Night” 
sounds like a lullaby, according 
to the hymnologist. Its gentle 
6/8 time signature mimicks a 
mother rocking her child — 
appropriate alongside lyrics 
about the baby Jesus sleeping in 
heavenly peace.

After its debut, it spread as 
a folk song, said Paul Wester-
meyer, professor emeritus of 
church music at Luther Sem-
inary in St. Paul, Minn. The 
Rainer family singers, a travel-
ing singing group from Austria, 
then brought it to America, 
performing the song in 1839 at 
Trinity Church.

Twenty years later, a priest at 
Trinity, John Freeman Young, 
published the first English 
translation of three verses of 
“Silent Night.” Young had been 
ordained at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Tallahassee, Fla., and 
later became bishop of Florida.

Betsy Calhoun, director of 
music at St. John’s, said the 
church wasn’t aware of its ties 
to the origins of “Silent Night” 
until this past year, when a mu-
sicologist researching the 200th 
anniversary of the song reached 
out to the church. The church 
also has ties to another famed 
Christmas carol: It’s home to 
the organ on which James L. 
Pierpont composed “Jingle 
Bells.”

St. John’s, like many other 
churches, has ended its Christ-
mas Eve services for years with 
“Silent Night,” sung a capella by 
candlelight.

There’s always a tense mo-
ment when the lights dim and 
candle flames drift, and once, 
Calhoun remembers some-
one’s hair catching fire during 
a service.

For countless churchgoers, 
though, that moment of quiet 
reflection captures what Christ-
mas is all about — a moment 
amid the noise of the holidays 
when all is calm and bright. It’s 
a moment to gather with family 
and friends to remember a holy 
infant so tender and mild.

“It’s just a very hushed, calm, 
just unified spirit that kind of 
takes over, and it is very mov-
ing,” Calhoun said.

been wonderful to serve 
alongside of my husband and 
with the good people of Paris 
Presbyterian Church. We ac-
complished marvelous service 
in Christ’s name together, and 
I pray the best for their contin-
ued ministry with Rodger.  

Preparing for the Christ 

child is, in a way, helping 
me prepare for my final 
days as the congregation’s 
co-pastor.  May the Lord 
bless us all.

(The Rev. Laurie Williams 
is co-pastor of the Paris Pres-
byterian Church. Email her at 
laurie@parispresbyterian.org. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)
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SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

NASA’s missions to the 
moon and soil samples totally 
upset our theories for moon 
formation. The moon is Earth’s 
sister with identical chemical 
makeup. The long-held pre-
vailing theory was the moon 
was formed by a catastrophic 
collision when a massive body 
the size of Mars side-swiped 
the early Earth and blasted 
away a huge chunk of Earth in 
what is called the Big Splash. 
The mechanics of such an 
incident would leave the moon 
with more material from the 
impacting asteroid than from 
Earth. Apollo showed this is 
not the case.

In the last two years a new 
theory has been proposed. It 
is simpler and fits better. Sci-
entist call this Occam’s Razor 

as proposed by Sarah Stewart, 
a young planetary scientist 
from Illinois. She went to 
O’Fallon High School by Scott 
Air Force Base, near St. Louis 
and credits a great high school 
physics instructor with getting 
her started. 

Stewart went to Harvard 
for her undergraduate work 
and Cal Tech for her graduate 
work. At Cal Tech she was 
introduced to collision models 
for planetary formation. She 
had a lab with a large cannon 
in the basement to experiment 
with and most important 
super computers for modeling. 
Science was adjusting to the 
data generated by the lunar 
missions to explain the moon’s 
formation but it just got more 
complicated and still didn’t fit. 

Stewart was working with 
computer models and trying 
combinations when she had 

one of those famous Eureka 
moments. She tried having 
the impact occur just after the 
Earth cooled and she went big 
by proposing a new planetary 
object she named a Synestia. 

A synestia forms when two 
planetary size objects collide 
with enough force to vaporize 
each other. The result is a mol-
ten vaporized mass of spinning 
rock. The off-center impact 
created a spinning doughnut, 
in geometry called a torus. 

The moon literally spun 
out of the center of this vapor 
doughnut. The Earth and 
moon both cooled to reform 
solid bodies. A Synestia will 
cool in only a few hundred 
years with heaviest metals in 
the center and light materials 
near the surface. Rains fell as 
gaseous water cooled. The 
moon went through the same 
evolution just with less gravity. 

The Synestia formation 
model fits better than any 
previous attempt. Published 
in the February 2018 Journal 
of Geophysical Research, 
Sarah Stewart was awarded 
the MacArthur Fellowship 
this past summer. At 41 years 
old, she has been named one 
of the Brilliant 10 and one of 
Astronomy’s Rising Stars. 

Stewart is an outstanding 
role model for young women 
and a poster child for Illinois 
education. Her advice to stu-
dents is to follow a passion and 
don’t be afraid to ask for help.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

Sometimes, I asked 
the railroad man about 
trains. Small boys like 
to hear such stories. 
There is magic in the iron 
and smoke and whistle. 
There is magic in steam 
engines.

The railroad man sat 
in his chair, rolled his 
cigarette, struck a sulphur 
match in his wondrous 
way and told me about 
the big city. 

Christmas always re-
minded him of the small 
boy; perhaps all the boys 
and girls with mothers 
standing by, peering into 
windows at things they 
would never have.

Christmas is a time 
of great joy, and a great 
sadness. 

(Harry Reynolds is a re-
tired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He recently 
started writing occasional 

SIUE fall 2018 graduates
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EWARDSVILLE —   
Three Paris area students 
were among the 1,217 eligi-
ble graduates at Southern Illi-
nois University Edwardsville 
during 2018 fall commence-
ment exercises Dec. 14-15 
in the Vadalabene Center on 
campus.

SIUE Chancellor Randy 
Pembrook bestowed degrees 
upon students from the 
School of Nursing on Dec. 
14. 

Earning degrees were;
 Caleb Sweet of Paris, busi-

ness administration;
Adam Schneider, nursing 

practice, of  Marshall; and, 
Jared Galeener, nursing, of 

Marshall.
  Ceremonies were held Sat-
urday, Dec. 15 for graduates 
from the Graduate School, 
College of Arts and Sciences 
and the Schools of Business, 

Engineering and Education, 
Health and Human Behavior.

Southern Illinois Universi-
ty Edwardsville provides stu-
dents with a high quality, af-
fordable education prepares 
them for successful careers 
and lives of purpose to shape 
a changing world. 
  Built on the foundation of 
a broad-based liberal educa-
tion, and enhanced by hands-
on research and real-world 
experiences, the academic 
preparation SIUE students 
receive equips them to thrive 
in the global marketplace and 
make our communities better 
places to live. 
  Situated on 2,660 acres of 
beautiful woodland atop the 
bluffs overlooking the natural 
beauty of the Mississippi Riv-
er’s rich bottomland and only 
a short drive from downtown 
St. Louis, the SIUE campus 
is home to a diverse student 
body of more than 13,000. 132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

Thanks to friends and family for the 
cards, gifts and birthday party
celebration. I have a fond 
memory for each of you through
bus trips, working with you, 
bowling and parties.
Thanks to God for the 
many blessings!

Merry Christmas, 
Joan Mattingly

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

January 15, 6 p.m. 
Tickets on sale now

Closed for Holidays/Vacation
December 17 - January 3

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

We need to clear out some 
inventory by the end of the year 
and the savings are fantastic!

SO HURRY IN FOR THE 
BEST Selection!

These are manufacture
discontinued items or groups. Also some scratch and dent items, and over stock that needs to go. Many are one of a kind!

SAVINGS UP TO 75% OFF

24 MONTHS SAME AS CASH FINANCINGLINGERIE S-4X
ROBES - HOLIDAY DRESSES

LOTION - OIL - GAMES

Je T’aime Boutique

213 E. WASHINGTON, PARIS  • 217-463-1500

   BRING AD - 
GET FREE GIFT

CHRISTMAS SALE
UP TO 60% OFF

Exp: 12/31/18

CHRISTMAS HOURS
EVERYDAY

NOON - 9 PM

O U R  W E B S I T E  I S
A L W A Y S  O P E N !  

go.illinois.edu/cce 

But our office is closed  
Dec 24-Jan 1 

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

Edgar County Office, 210 W. Washington St., Paris, IL 

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

MATTOON — A 
Chrisman woman is a 
member of the gradu-
ating class of the Lake 
Land College licensed 
practical nurse associate 

Johnson graduates to 
ADN cohort program

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois Child Passenger Protec-
tion Act is changing as of Jan. 1.

Starting with the new year all 
motorists using Illinois roads 
are required to secure children 
under the age of two in a rear 
facing child restraint system. 

The exception is for chil-
dren weighing more than 40 
pounds, more than 40 inches 
tall or traveling in a vehicle of 
more than 9,000 pounds. An 
appropriate restraint system 
must still be used for such 
children but the rear-facing re-
quirement is waived. 

Other stipulations in the law 
remain in place making parents 
or guardians responsible for 
providing appropriate restraint 
systems; children under eight 
must be secured in an appro-
priate child restraint system; 
and every person transporting 
a child under the age of eight is 
responsible for properly secur-
ing a child in the vehicle. 

It is legal for children aged 
eight and older to use the stan-
dard restraints that come in a 
vehicle. 

State police urge safe driving
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Drive 
this holiday season as if some-
one is watching, because they 
are.

“Our Troopers will be strict-
ly enforcing all laws, with the 
goal of ensuring safe travels 
for all Illinois motorists,” said 
Illinois State Police Director 
Leo P. Schmitz. “We are con-
fident voluntary compliance of 
Illinois traffic laws can lead to a 
safe and enjoyable holiday sea-
son for everyone.” 

Schmitz added motorists 
can still enjoy the holidays 
while taking the necessary 
safety precautions to prevent 
senseless tragedies from occur-
ring. He emphasized Troopers 
will strictly enforce all laws 
during the holiday season, with 
an emphasis on the four most 
common causes of fatal traffic 
crashes: DUI, speeding, seat 
belt and distracted driving. 

The ISP has planned extra 
patrols and roadside safety 
checks with an emphasis on re-
moving impaired drivers from 
the roadways and a goal of re-
ducing traffic crashes. 

ISP encourages the public 

to do their part to make travel 
safe this holiday season. Those 
attending an event where alco-
hol is being served should des-
ignate a sober driver, call a taxi 
or use a ride-sharing service.

Other than driving sober, 
good driving practices include 
slowing down, keeping eyes 
on the road and away from cell 
phones, buckling up and giv-
ing distance when approaching 
flashing lights on the shoulder.

Child seat law 
changes

degree nursing cohort pro-
gram receiving their pins 
during a ceremony Tues-
day, Dec. 11.

Nikki Johnson of Chris-
man earned the pin after 
successfully completing 
the program at Lake Land.

columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Across

1. Unruly groups

5. Colorful flowers

11. December 25

14. Final stages of insects’ 

development

15. Breadmakers

18. Spanish man

19. In the middle

21. Bill

23. Noted editor Alexander __

24. Swollen

28. Paddles 

29. Cirrus

30. Seeped into

32. Skeletal muscle

33. Japanese traditional drama

35. Licensed practical nurse

36. Sibu Airport

39. Rebuff

41. Sun God

42. Astringent

44. Feeling of humiliation

46. A device attached to a 

workbench

47. Wood sorrel

49. Among

52. Horizontal passages

56. Father of Alexander the Great

58. Utter repeatedly

60. Linked together

62. Literary effect

63. Held onto 

 Clues Down

 1. One-time phone company

  

2. Units of electrical resis-

tance

3. Hillside

4. Omen

5. Repetitions

6. Royal Mail Ship

7. Farm state

8. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)

9. Dutch cheese

10. Japanese alcoholic 

beverage

12. Black powdery substance

13. Tokyo’s former name

16. Monetary unit

17. Bones

20. To avoid the risk of

22. Dry goods unit of volume 

(abbr.)

25. Megabyte

26. Unwell

27. Expresses disapproval of

29. Central nervous system

31. We all have it

34. Expression of bafflement

36. Tributary of the Danube

37. Flies over sporting events

38. Chinese city

40. College degree

CROSSWORD

43. Dispenser of first aid

45. Momentum (slang)

48. Red Sea port

50. Sloven

51. __ Turner, rock singer

53. Asian nation (alt. sp.)

54. Manson victim

55. Go forward

57. Primary Care Trust

58. Simpson trial judge

59. Sun up in New York

61. Exclamation of 

surprise
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This Christmas, tell your kids the real Santa Claus story
BY LISA BITEL
University of Southern California 
Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and 
Sciences

Santa Claus will soon be 
coming to town, bringing 
gifts to children.

Santa has several aliases, 
depending on the part of the 
world you live in. 

The English call him Fa-
ther Christmas, the French 
know him as Père Noël and 
Kris Kringle seems be a ver-
sion of the Christkind, or 

Christ Child, who leaves 
treats for good German Lu-
therans.

In the Netherlands, he ar-
rives in town on a steamboat 
or horse from Spain. 

On the night of Dec. 5, 
Dutch children put their 
shoes on the hearth  – these 
days near the central heating 
duct – hoping that he will 
fill them with sweet rewards 
rather than a reprimand for 
poor behavior. The Dutch 
call him Sinterklaas – which 

has come into American En-
glish as ‘Santa Claus’ –  short 
for Sint Nicolaas or St. Nich-
olas. 

St. Nicholas and Santa 
Claus are historically the 
same man. But unlike the 
jolly figure who purported-
ly flies on a sleigh from the 
North Pole, the saint came 
originally from the balmy 
Mediterranean coast.
WHO WAS ST. NICHOLAS 
REALLY?

The earliest stories of St. 

Nicholas seem to correlate 
with histories and church 
documents of the period. 

According to these ear-
ly medieval texts, Nicholas 
was born around 260 A.D. 
into a Christian family. His 
birthplace was near the town 
of Myra, now called Demre, 
on the southwest coast of 
modern Turkey. At the time, 
Christianity was illegal un-
der the Roman empire. 

He studied to be a priest 
and spent time in prison for 

his beliefs. However, after 
Emperor Constantine legal-
ized Christianity, Nicholas 
was elected Bishop of Myra. 

During his lifetime, he be-
came famous for defending 
his people against imperi-
al taxes and other forms of 
oppression. According to 
the earliest document about 
Nicholas, from the fifth cen-
tury, he prevented three loy-
al generals from unjust exe-
cution for treason. 

A ninth-century Greek 
legend claims he revived 
three scholars who were 
murdered and stashed in a 
pickling tub. He also saved 
three girls whose pover-
ty-stricken father wanted to 
sell them into prostitution. 

After his death, people be-
lieved that Nicholas contin-
ued to work miracles. 

His burial place, below the 
floor of his church, became a 
popular destination for pil-
grims who begged Nicholas 
to relay their petitions to 
God. 

Proof that Nicholas was 
listening, they believed, was 
in the manna – holy oil or 
water – that dripped from 
the tomb. Pilgrims took this 
manna home in little bottles 
or used rags to sop up the 
moisture that dripped from 
the saint’s tomb in its sub-
terranean crypt. This was a 
common pilgrimage practice 
at Christian shrines.

Visitors to the coastal 
town of Myra spread Nich-
olas’ fame along sea routes 
across the Mediterranean.  
From there, word passed to 
the Latin West, and upriver 
to Russia. 

Soon, pilgrims from all 
over Christendom were 
journeying to Myra to seek 
the gifts of protection and 
healing from the saint, who 
was said to be especially at-
tentive to children.
ITALIANS STEAL THE BODY

This pilgrimage was dis-
rupted in the 11th century 
when Seljuk Turks invaded 
Anatolia. Christians feared 
the Muslims who now gov-
erned Demre would disre-
gard the saint’s tomb. So, one 
crew of pious Italian Chris-
tians decided to take action. 

In 1087, three ships laden 
with grain set out from Bari, 
on Italy’s southeast coast, 
bound for Antioch. How-
ever, according to a monk 
named Nicephorus who 
wrote immediately after the 
event, their real mission was 
to steal St. Nicholas’ body.

In Antioch they heard a ru-
mor the Venetians too were 
planning a similar heist. The 
Barian sailors hastily sold off 
their grain and headed for 
Myra in search of St. Nicho-
las’ church. Priestly custodi-
ans there became suspicious 
when the sailors asked to see 
the saint’s body. 

The Barians claimed the 
pope had a vision directing 
him to fetch Nicholas to Ita-
ly. When the priests refused, 
they offered gold for the rel-
ics, but the offer, “was tossed 
aside like dung.” Done with 
arguing, the Barians caught 
and bound the priests. Sud-
denly, a phial of manna fell 
to the pavement and broke. 
It seemed that St. Nicholas 
spoke to them: “It is my will 
that I leave here with you.”  

So, the Barians broke 
through marble floor with 
picks and hammers. A deli-
cious aroma filled the church 
as they opened the tomb. 
They found the bones swim-
ming in a small sea of manna. 
They carefully wrapped the 
relics in a silk case brought 
for the purpose. 

Nicephorus describes 
how they fled to their ship, 
pursued by outraged priests 
and a howling crowd of cit-
izens demanding they, “give 

back the father who has by 
his protection kept us safe 
from visible foes.” 

Yet the crew made it back 
to the harbor at Bari, where 
the townsfolk and clergy 
processed, singing joyous 
hymns, to greet the saint. 
ST. NICHOLAS GETS A REPU-
TATION

A new church was built 
for Nicholas in the court 
of the governor of Bari. A 
few years later, Pope Urban 
II — the one who preached 
the First Crusade – formally 
enshrined the relics of the 
saint. 

The Barians believed man-
na continued to ooze from 
Nicholas’ coffin. And going 
by the claim on the basilica’s 
website, the belief persists to 
this day.

Within a decade of the 
saint’s arrival in 1087, the 
Basilica di San Nicola was 
one of Europe’s most popu-
lar pilgrimage destinations. 
May 9 is still celebrated as 
the day that Nicholas moved 
shrines or was translated. 

For at least five centuries, 
the region, which includes 
Bari and its saint, was caught 
in constant wars for pos-
session of southern Italy. 
In 1500, Bari fell into the 
hands of King Ferdinand of 
Aragon, whose marriage to 
Queen Isabella of Spain cre-
ated a global naval power. 

Because Nicholas was a 
patron saint of sailors, Span-
ish sailors and explorers car-
ried stories of the saint wher-
ever they went: Mexico, the 
Caribbean, Florida and oth-
er ports around the world.

Even the Dutch, who 
rebelled against Catholic 
Spain and formed a Calvinist 
republic in 1581, somehow 
maintained their devotion to 
Sinterklass. In other parts of 
Europe, St. Nicholas lost his 
feast day but his concern for 
children helped link him to 
the gift-giving tradition of 
another December feast day: 
Christmas.
HOW TRUE IS THIS STORY?

In the 1950s, Italian scien-
tists examined the bones en-
shrined in the Basilica di San 
Nicola, seeking evidence of 
authenticity. 

They found the skull and 
incomplete skeleton of a 
man, dating to around the 
fourth century. More recent 
technology has allowed ex-
perts to use the bones to re-
construct Nicholas’ face – he 
looks like an old Greek man 
with a broad, worn face. He 
lacks the rosy cheeks and 
Anglo-Germanic features 
of modern Christmas dec-
orations, but like the Santa 
Claus of greeting cards, he 
was probably bald. 

Turkish archaeologists 
now claim the Italians stole 
the wrong body and that 
Nicholas’ remains never left 
Demre. They have discov-
ered another sarcophagus 
dating to the fourth century 
in the same church, which 
they claim contains the saint. 

Meanwhile, historians 
have suggested the story of 
Nicholas’ translation is a 
fiction purposely created to 
advertise a new pilgrimage 
center in the 11th century. 

Although relic theft was 
common in the Middle 
Ages, grave-robbers often 
made mistakes or lied about 
the authenticity and source 
of their bones. Nothing in 
the shrine at Bari proves that 
the bones inside belong to 
the fourth-century Bishop 
Nicholas.

Still, this holiday season, 
when you tell your children 
about Santa Claus, why not 
include the tale of Santa’s 
well-traveled bones? And 
don’t forget the manna, 
which is believed to still flow 
in Bari.



SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER 22, 2018 9B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning, Organizing
Windows, Minor Landscaping
Serving Paris & the surrounding 
area.  (217) 508-2004

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  
Can be home 2-3 nights per week 
& weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 
217-712-0429

HOOF & PAW 
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

HOUSE FOR RENT
Smaller 2 bedrm house in Paris
stove, refrig, W/D hookup, 
trash included, $525 mo plus 
deposit.  References Required 
217-251-5721

House for Sale 
in Kansas, Illinois.  
$29,000 OBO
Call 765-481-5506

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 Rooms upstairs. All appliances, 
including W/D. $300.00 per 
month, half utilities.  Wi-fi & Direct 
TV available. Pets welcome. Call 
(217)712-1223

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air.   
217 466 8210

FOR RENT: Adult housing 
in Chrisman. 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments, stove, refrig., washer 
& dryer furnished water & trash 
pick up furnished.  
Call 217-269-2328 or 269-2548

2 Bedroom Apartment.  
Large Living Room.  Eat In Kitchen 
with stainless appliances.  
Off Street Parking.  
$530/month.  $530 Deposit.  
1 year lease.  No Smoking.  
No Pets.
Call 217-251-6290

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

Paris Main Street Emporium
Over 5,000 sq ft of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Furniture, Jewelry, 
Clothing and a whole lot more!!
New Vendors Welcome!!
Come see us at 130 North Main
Paris, IL 61944. 
On the town square - Corner of 
Main & Wood
or call new owner Tracy Heiser at 
217-463-2992.
PLUS - we buy gold, silver, coins & 
vintage items!
Open Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm
and Saturday 10am-2pm

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MELINDA K. ARMENTROUT, 
Deceased.

No2018 P 63

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
MELINDA K. ARMENTROUT .  
Letters of Office were issued on 
November 21, 2018 to Bradley A. 
Ford, 217 W Washington St., Paris, 
IL and   Teresa D. Blake, 1570 E. 
1293rd  Road, Brocton, IL. as 
Independent   Co-Executors whose 
attorney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard 
M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL
61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before June 10, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.

Bradley A. Ford and Teresa D. Blake
Independent Co-Executors

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LONGVIEW  BANK & TRUST, f/k/a
STATE BANK OF CHRISMAN,
Plaintiff,

vs

FREDERICKA A. MOODY, a/
Ida FREDERICKA A. TINGLEY, 
Unknown Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.

CaseNo.  2018-CH-13

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT  TO 
JUDGMENT  OF FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE  IS HEREBY  
GIVEN, that pursuant  to a 
Judgment  of Foreclosure  and Sale 
entered  by the Circuit  Court for 
the Fifth  Judicial  Circuit, Edgar 
County, Illinois  in the above enti-
tled matter on August 14, 2018, the 
Sheriff of Edgar County, in Paris, 
Illinois will on January 3, 2019, at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 115 
W. Court Street, Paris, Illinois, at 
the hour of 2:15 p.m. sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, all and singular, the following 
described real estate mentioned  
in said Judgment, situated  in the 
County of Edgar, State of Illinois,  
or so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient to satisfy said Judgment:

Legal Description of the Mortgaged 
Premises:

LOT NO. 18 AND THE SOUTH HALF 
OF LOT NO. 17, BLOCK NO. 5, IN 
THE RAILROAD ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN, NOW CITY OF CHRISMAN.   
IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  11-03-35-252-011

Common Address: 122 S Indiana, 
Chrisman, Illinois 61924

Description of improvements: 
residence

The judgment amount was:  
$37,212.38

Sale terms: This is an As Is 
sale for cash.   The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down 
by certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 

mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representation

as to quality or quantity of title 
without recourse to Plaintiff.   The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale.  The property will 
not be available for inspection 
prior to sale.  Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.

For Information: 
 Richard L. James, Attorney at Law, 
328 North Central, 
P 0 Box 820, 
Paris, IL 61944

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
 rlj@rjameslaw.com

CITY OF PARIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOTICE FOR BIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
City of Paris is taking bids for the 
demolition of the structures on 
real estate located in Paris, Illinois, 
to wit:

(1)  Lot 48 in O. S. Jones’ First 
Addition to the City of Paris, Paris, 
Illinois

Permanent Index No: 
09-18-01-352-006

Commonly known as: 
501 Douglas Street, Paris, IL

(2)  Lot No. 209 in the Commercial 
Club Addition to the City of Paris.

Permanent Index No: 
09-18-12-181-003

Commonly known as: 
1408 Ten Broeck Street, 
Paris, IL

SPECIFICATIONS of the demolition 
and details of the bidding proce-
dure can be secured at the Paris 
City Clerk’s Office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, IL 61944.

Sealed bids must be delivered to 
the office of the City Clerk, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, IL 
61944, before 4:00 p.m. on January 
10, 2019, at which time bids will be 
opened and considered.

MICHAEL MARTIN
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
CITY OF PARIS

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax:  217-466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS    
EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELEANOR E. BELT,
Deceased.

No. 2018 P 65

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELEANOR E. BELT.  Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
7, 2018, to DAVID E. BELT, 2458 E. 
Hillcrest Road, Casey, IL 62420 
as Independent Executor, whose 
Attorney is S. Craig Smith, Asher & 
Smith, 1119 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 
340, Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before June 22, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.

Dated this 11th day of December, 
2018.

DAVID E. BELT
Representative

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
FRIEDA MARTIN,
Deceased.
No. 2018-P-64

CLAIMS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS

Notice is given of the death 
of FRIEDA MARTIN, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on October 
22, 2018.  Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were 
issued on December 6, 2018 to 
CAROLE ANNE CHEATHAM, 7 
Woodmere Drive, Paris, Illinoi 
61944 and JEANNETTE ANNIS, 
712 East Wood, Apt. A, Paris, Illinois 
61944, whose attorney is E. Robert 
Anderson of Anderson Law Offices, 
1204 North Main Street, P.O. Box 
10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before June 17, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Notice is also given to JEFF 
WILLIAMS and JEANNETTE 
ANDERSON DUFFY and any 
UNKNOWN HEIRS of FRIEDA 
MARTIN, whose addresses are 
unknown, of the death of FRIEDA 
MARTIN.  An order was entered by 
the Court on December 6, 2019, ad-
mitting the Will of FRIEDA MARTIN, 
dated August 15, 2018, to probate 
and appointing CAROLE ANNE 
CHEATHAM and JEANNETTE 
ANNIS, as Independent Co-
Executors.  Within forty-two days 
after the date of the original order 
of admitting the Will to probate any 
heir or legatee may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses to the Will in open Court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act.  
You also have the right under 
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act to 
contest the validity of the Will by 
filing a petition with the Court 
within six months after admission 
of the Will to probate. 

Carole Anne Cheatham and 
Jeannette Annis
Independent Co-Executors

Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
kalaw@frontier.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
and UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-86

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to THE 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES  AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE  DEVERS,  
DECEASED,  ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY that  
a  Complaint  has  been  filed 
in  the  above  entitled  cause  on  
December  11,  2018 requesting 
abatement of nuisance, demolition 
of unsafe buildings, and other 
relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and the 
case number are identified above. 

(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii)     The name of the title holder 
of record is THE HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES  AT LAW OF KAREN SUE 
DEVERS, DECEASED .

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in

Township  13 North  and  in Range  
12 West  of the 2”d P.M., thence 
West 50 feet, thence North to the 
South line of the right of way of 
the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. Co.,  thence 
Northeasterly along said line to a 
point due North  of the beginning  
point, thence South to the place of 
beginning.

PREIN:  09-18-01-228-004

(v)   Common address of subject 

real estate is: 331 East Union 
Street, Paris, IL.

THE   HEIRS   AND   LEGATEES   AT  
LAW  OF   KAREN SUE   
DEVERS. DECEASED, ILLINOIS 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS  are served by 
publication  of this  Notice.  Unless  
THE HEIRS  AND LEGATEES   AT   
LAW   OF   KAREN   SUE   DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN  OWNERS  and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  file 
an answer to the Complaint  in 
this case or otherwise make an 
appearance in this case on or 
before January 18, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered  against  
such  THE  HEIRS AND  LEGATEES   
AT  LAW  OF  KAREN  SUE DEVERS,  
DECEASED,  I L L I N O I S 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, UNKNOWN OWNERS  
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  
at any time after that day in 
accordance with the remedies 
requested in the complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK
FRUIN &KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-87

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to DENNIS 
MICHAEL GARNER  and JOSEPH 
E. MEYER

& ASSOCIATES that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above entitled 
cause on December 11, 2018 
requesting abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, and 
other relief. 

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and the 
case number are identified above.

(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER.

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:
Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s  
Addition to the City of Paris

PREIN:09-lS-12-252-002

(v)  Common address of subject 
real estate is: 304 East Van Buren 
Street, Paris, IL.

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER,  
JOSEPH  E.  MEYER  & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  are 
served by publication of this 
Notice.     Unless DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER,  JOSEPH  E. MEYER  
& ASSOCIATES,  UNKNOWN  
OWNERS   and  NONRECORD  
CLAIMANTS   file  an answer to the 
Complaint in this case or otherwise 
make an appearance in this case 
on or before January 18, 2019, a 
default judgment may be entered 
against such DENNIS MICHAEL 
GARNER, JOSEPH E. MEYER 
& ASSOCIATES, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and  NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS  at  any  time  after  
that  day  in  accordance  with  the
remedies requested in the 
Complaint. 

FRUIN&KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 11, 2018 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

HORNBROOK WELDING
Located at: 
1707 S. Jefferson, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Larry Hornbrook and 
Margaret Hornbrook
Dated: December 11, 2018

August H. Gfiffin
Edgar County Clerk

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 7, 2018 a certificate 
was file din the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:
JOSEPH SCHMITT & STEPHANIE 
SCHMITT d/b/a SCHMITT FAMILY 
TREE FARM
Located at: 
15010 E 700th Rd, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Joseph H. Schmitt & 
Stephanie A. Schmitt
Dated: December 7, 2018
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

SHERI L. HACKETT,
Plaintiff, 
 
vs

HAROLD D. BRANSON, JERRY D.
BRANSON, BRENDA K.
BRANSON, LORI A. NEBERGALL,
JERROD L. BRANSON, DIANE
BRANSON, HILARY BRANSON
LINDA ROSE MULLENIX 
Defendants.

Case No.  2018-CH-20

NOTICE OF SALE 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that pursuant to an Order entered 
by the Circuit Court for the Fifth 
Judicial Circuit, Edgar County, 
Illinois in the above entitled matter 
on November 26, 2018, the Sheriff 
of Edgar County, in Paris, Illinois 
will on January 16, 2019, at the 
Edgar County Courthouse, 115 W. 
Court Street, Paris, Illinois, at the 
hour of  10:00 a.m. sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, all and singular, the following 
described real estate mentioned in 
said Order, situated in the County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois.

Legal Description of the Premises:

LOTS NOS. 141 AND 142 IN W. E. 
O’HAIR’S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF PARIS.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  09-18-12-257-009

Common Address:    
404 East Jackson, 
Paris, IL 61944

Description of improvements:  
residence

Sale terms:  This is an As Is 
sale for cash.  The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down 
by certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title with-
out recourse to Plaintiff.  The sale 
is further subject to confirmation 
by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale.  The property will 
not be available for inspection 
prior to sale.  Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. James, 
Attorney at Law, 328 North Central, 
P O Box 820, Paris, IL 61944  

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #65 of Craig’s 
Warehouse Inc. located at 1103 
Cherry Pt. St. Paris, Il. 61944 rent-
ed to Amanda Hood shall be sold 
or otherwise disposed of pursuant 
to the Self Storage Facility Act on 
1-5-19 at 10:00 IL time, at the above 
location.

Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #6 & #12 of 
Craig’s Warehouse Inc. located at 
1103 Cherry Pt. St. Paris, Il. 61944 
rented to Ivan Inman shall be sold 
or otherwise disposed of pursuant 
to the Self Storage Facility Act on 
1-5-19 at 10:00 IL time, at the above 
location.

Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

AUCTION*AUCTION*AUCTION*

Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles, Quality Furniture & more! 
LIVE & ONLINE SIMULCAST BIDDING!

Click “Online Bidding” @calliebaberauction.com to browse & bid!
Come ring in the New Year with some great deals!

Sunday, January 6th @ noon IL time
Mick Armstrong Moving & Consignment Sale!

Do you know someone you who needs to have an auction! Call us!
Currently taking consignments!

Merry Christmas from Callie Baber Auction Co.!
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COMBINED ANNUAL BUDGET & APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR 
THE PERIOD BEGINNING MAY 1, 2018 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2019

AN ORDINANCE TERMED THE COMBINED ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION OR-
DINANCE, IN AND BY WHICH THE GOVERNING BODY DOES APPROPRIATE SUCH SUM 
OR SUMS OF MONEY AS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY TO DEFRAY ALL NECESSARY 
EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES OF PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT IN 
THE COUNTY OF EDGAR AND STATE OF ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
MAY 1, 2018 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2019, AND SPECIFYING THE OBJECTS AND PUR-
POSES FOR WHICH APPROPRIATIONS ARE MADE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT in Edgar County, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1

The following sums of money, or so much thereof as may be authorized by law, be and the 
same are hereby appointed for the objects and purposes herein specified to defray all nec-
essary expenses and liabilities of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
in Edgar County, Illinois, for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2018, and ending April30, 2019, 
both inclusive:

 1. Salaries      40,000.00
 2. Payroll Taxes       8,000.00
 3. Maintenance- Building    15,000.00
 4. Maintenance- Vehicles    40,000.00
 5. Maintenance- Equipment    25,000.00
 6. Maintenance- Grounds      5,000.00
 7. Workman's Compensation Insurance   16,000.00
 8. Liability Insurance     20,000.00
 9. General Insurance     15,000.00
 10. Telephone       4,000.00
 11. Utilities      13,000.00
 12. Travel        3,000.00
 13 Training        1,700.00
 14. Postage           150.00
 15. Trash Removal          400.00
 16. Printing        1,500.00
 17. Accounting     12,000.00
 18. Legal        2,500.00
 19. Other Professional Services      1,000.00
 20. Dues        1,500.00
 21. Communications     15,000.00
 22. Contracts     60,000.00
 23. Office Supplies       2,000.00
 24. Gasoline/Diesel     15,000.00
 25. Operating Supplies    50,000.00
 26. Publications          500.00
 27. Miscellaneous and Contingent   50,000.00
 28. Equipment     50,000.00
 29. Vehicles & Vehicle Leases  144,366.79

 Total Appropriations:   611,616.79

SECTION  II

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage, approval 
and publication, as provided by law.

SECTION  III

 1.  Balance on hand as of May 1, 2018
  MMA        233,222.04
  NOW            5,394.75
 2.   Anticipated Revenue for the fiscal year
  Real Estate Taxes       350,000.00
  Foreign Fire Insurance          4,000.00
  Personal Property Replacement Tax (PPRT)      13,000.00
  Interest            1,000.00
  Miscellaneous           5,000.00
 3.   Total Funds Available     $611,616.79
 4.   Estimate of the expenditures contemplated
  in the fiscal year: 2018-2019   $611,616.79
 5.   Estimate of cash expected to be on hand at
  End of fiscal year April30, 2019                     0

PASSED by the Board of Trustees of the PARIS COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, 
approved by the President and filed with the Secretary of the Trustees of said Fire Protection 
District this 8th day of May, 2018.

CERTIFICATE

I, Ben G. Lueken, do hereby certify that I am duly appointed and acting Secretary of the Paris 
Community Fire Protection District, Edgar County, Illinois, and that the above and foregoing is 
true and correct copy of the Budget and Appropriation Ordinancy duly passed by the Board or 
Trustees of the PEaris Community Fire Protection District for the year ending April 30, 2018.

 Dated this 8th day of May, 2018

Makes a great
Christmas Gift!

Prairie Press Publisher Nancy Zeman, Coach 

Clodfelder and Advertising Representative and 

Designer Michelle Jacobs present the first copy.

Featuring pictures and stories from games.

Available for $2 only at

101 N. Central  Paris

9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

NOW ON 
SALE!
Tiger Football

...a Magical Season 
Limited Edition

NOW ON 
SALE!

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Crossing guard Ed Delashmit 
keeps a wary eye on other 
vehicles as he waves a school 
bus through the Newton 
Street and Hannah Avenue 
intersection by Memorial 
School. Delashmit dealt 
with few children using the 
crosswalk at the intersection 
but he was also concerned 
about traffic flowing in a safe 
manner for all. 

FAREWELL, MR. ED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Police Chief Mike Henness, left, stopped by Memorial School Thursday, Dec. 20, to offer best 
wishes to Ed Delashmit, right, who retired that day after 8 ½ years as a crossing guard for the 
police department. Henness said lengthy service as a crossing guard is unusual because it is rare 
to find an individual willing to make that commitment for standing outside in all kinds of weather.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Ed Delashmit, right, got hugs from parents and students at Memorial School Thursday, Dec. 20, as 
he completed his last day as a crossing guard after 8 ½ years. Delashmit said he is not worried 
about keeping busy because there is long honey-do list waiting for his attention at home.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The holidays are filled 
with joy, laughter and 
time spent with family and 
friends. In the bustle of the 
season, however, it’s easy 
to forget these festivities 
aren’t always pet friendly.

Purina veterinarian 
Zara Boland explains 
which holiday foods, dé-
cor and more pose a risk 
to pets. She also offers ex-
pert holiday pet safety tips 
to ensure a fun-filled sea-
son for the whole family, 
including the four-legged 
family members.

Keep these items out of 
reach for better holiday pet 
safety.

HAZARDOUS GIFTS
If you have a pet, you’re 

on high alert when hazard-
ous items come into your 
home. Be as conscientious 
as a guest by adding special 
tags to gifts that aren’t pet 
friendly. This way home-
owners can place the gift 
out of reach of curious cats 

Holiday safety tips for pets
and dogs. Purina has created a 
printable gift tag template for 
marking gifts and other items 
as hazardous to pets.

RIBBONS, BOWS AND DÉCOR
Gift ribbons and similar 

decorations can cause serious 
harm if pets ingest them. Bo-
land advises taking ribbons 
and wrapping paper away 
as soon as gifts are opened. 
Household décor with mov-
ing or hanging pieces or elec-
trical components can also 
pose a threat.

HOLIDAY PLANTS
Holiday plants can also 

pique a pet’s interest. Lilies are 
particularly toxic to cats, and 
azaleas, holly, mistletoe and 
poinsettias are also poisonous 
for pets.  

CERTAIN INGREDIENTS
Holiday meals contain 

some favorite, seasonal ingre-
dients, and although they’re 
tasty to humans, many are 
harmful to pets. When creat-
ing a holiday pet safety check-
list, include chocolate and the 

use of grapes and raisins in 
cookies and cakes. The sugar 
alternative, Xylitol, is found 
in an array of foods from cake 
and cookie mixes to yogurt 
and peanut butter and is safe 
for humans but toxic to pets.

PURSES AND COATS
A pet’s curiosity and the 

scent of new guests may lead 
them to root through purses 
or winter coats and encoun-
ter medications and chew-
ing gum. The safest thing to 
do with purses and coats is 
place them in a coat closets or 
closed-off room.

It’s always wise to prepare 
for the worst-case scenario, 
though, so keep the veteri-
narian’s number in personal 
devices and phones and ask 
about emergency procedures 
during the holidays. Pet own-
ers may also want to add the 
Animal Poison Control Cen-
ter (APCC) number 888-
426-4435 to a phone. The 
APCC is available around 
the clock, including holidays, 
though fees are applicable for 
any services provided. 
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Letters to Santa
A peek at this year’s wish lists!
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Spread 
the Joy!

In the air and on the ground it feels like Christmas 
all around. People laugh and children play

counting down to Christmas Day. And as we deck 
the halls we send a wish to all of thee

who’ve helped us make our year so bright:

Merry Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night!

ASHER & SMITH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1119 N. Main St. • Paris, IL • 217-465-6444

Spread 
the Joy!

peace
Let It Grow!

joy
Let It Grow!

love
Let It Grow!

As another holiday 
season comes into 
bloom, we’d like to 
share our sincere best 
wishes with each and 
every one of you.

We couldn’t pick better 
friends and neighbors. 
Thank you for nurturing 
our success with your 
kindness and support.

217-465-4048 713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL

The Prairie Press has a direct connection to Santa’s Workshop.  
Children from all over Edgar County wrote letters to Santa,  
so we’re also sharing them with you, dear readers.  We’d like  

to thank the teachers and elementary schools that helped get these requests  
to the Main Elf himself. 

This year seems to be the season of tablet computers, lol dolls and hous-
es, kinetic sand, glitter glam, hoverboards, Elf on the Shelf, puppies and 
cats and the occassional horse, squishies and Baby Alive dolls. It’s not all 
new, though; many parents will recognize the iconic Barbie and American 
Girl dolls, toy guns, movies and books that will appear under the tree — 
pending Santa’s approval, of course.

Some of our favorite letters come from children who asked to become 
an elf, fake poop for sister and one asked for a tuba, good luck with that 
Mom and Dad. Some children were even to the point about their concerns 

of wanting a father's back pain to 
stop and a set of parents to get back 
together

We are not the world’s worst ed-
itors; we simply chose to print the 
letters just as they are written, mis-
spellings and all. Since we don’t have the talent 
of elves and elementary teachers to read all the scribbles, we apologize 
if something has been transcribed incorrectly. Rest assured, even if our 
editors couldn’t read it — Santa knows. If there are any students reading 
this, vowels are important. Kids — use them!

Again, thanks to the teachers and students who supply us with these 
amazing and thought-provoking letters. We hope you enjoy reading them 
and they get you into the holiday spirit. Merry Christmas.

Christmas wishes from Edgar County

We want to wish all our friends 

and relatives a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Thank you for supporting us!

Redmon Pit Stop

Tonya Vitez

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all the gifts last year. 
Can I please have a Barbie Doll 
Dream House? I will play with it. I 
will get my dolls a home and I can 
give my toy dogs a home. Tell Mrs. 
Claus I said hi! 
Love, Ella Breneman

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my fire truck. I love 
it. I have been good. I want tractors 
because it can hook up for oil. I 
carried it this year. 
Love, Emerson Brown

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my car last year. I 

tried to be good this year. Please 
can I have presents this year. Xbox 
4 this year. 
Love, Wesley Buros

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my gifts. I have kind 
of been good. How are the elves. 
Can I’d toy hack malls because 
they are cute. They are adorable. 
Can I have a stuff cat because they 
are cute. They are adorable. They 
are so cute. Can I have a drone 
because
Love, Charleigh Cook

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my blue watch last 
year. I have been bad but I am 
trying to be better. Can I have a 
go cart? I can ride it and drive the 
ough the creek. 
Love, Briggs Dahlrn 

CRESTWOOD 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my gifts. I have 
been kind of good. Please can I 
have a Nintendo game because I 
want it so I can play my new video 
game station. I can go in my play 
station and can play my video 
game. 
Love, Riley Dawson

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the gifts! I think I’ve 
been good. Can I have a police 
truck please? I want it because I 
can play police and robbers or race. 
How old are your elves? How many 
gifts are in your sleigh? 
Love, William Daws

Dear Santa, 
Thank you for all the gifts. I have 
been good. Please can I have a dirt 
bike because it is fun to race with 
Theo? I can ride with them and I 
can challenge other people.
Love, Reid Cast

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all that you did. I 
have been kind of good but can I 
have a toy and I want a puppy? Is 
Rudolph real? 
Love, Hadlee Eastham

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my Legos last year. I 
have been good. Can I have James 
ball? I want it because I can pass. I 

can dribble and shoot. 
Love, Mason Little 

Dear Santa,
Thanks for making my family that 
got for this Christmas. I want a 
puppy. I win give it a home. I will be 
nice to it and I can play with it. 
Love, Trinity Littleton

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all the gifts. I love 
them. I have been good because I 
want an in jog toy. 
Love, Adrian Malovski

Dear Santa
Thank you for the gifts last year. I 
have been very good today. Can I 
please have a puppy dog because 
it is so cute. Pretty please. And 
thank you! 
I want to ask you how many rein-
deer do you have? 
Love, Olivia Maclawe

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all the gifts. I love 
them. I have tried to be good Can I 
have more fake earrings because 
I like to cook nice. I can wear them 
and I look nice in them. How old is 
Rudolph? How many reindeer do 
you have? 
Love, Laela Rigdon 

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the gifts last yea. I 
like them. I have been good. Please 
can I have a doll? 
Love, Grace Simpson

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the toy car last year. 
I like it. I have been very good and 
awesome! Please can I have a dog 
because it’s super cute. I can pick it 
up. I can pet it and he can live with 

me. How many reindeer and elves 
do you have? 
Love, Noah Smitley 

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all the gifts last year. 
I think I have been good I want a 
Nintendo Switch because I like the 
games. I like it so much! Mrs. Claus 
how old are you? 
Love, Deegan Starr

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my gifts. I think I 
have been good so can I please 
have a play station? Because I 
can’t play games without it. 
Love, Tripp Turpeh

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my gifts. I love them! 
I have bee good. Plesae can I have a 
doll because I want it so bad. I can 
carry it around, I can play with it, 
and I can play groceries. How old 
are you? How many presents do 
you make in a day? 
Love, Maria Pia Vitale

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all my gifts last year. 
Please can I have a dirt bike be-
cause it is fun. I have something to 
do and I can race with my brother. 
How many gifts do you make in 
a day. 
Love, Mason Wright

Dear Santa,
I want a toy elf and a another elf 
and I want a babby elf and I want it 
two be a boy. 
Love, Gigi, age 7

Dear Santa, 
I want a newborn babby doll and 
a elf.
Love, Hallie, age 7

Dear Santa,
I want a te Leonardo and miiuejlwoo. 
Love, Trevon, age 7

Dear Santa,
I want American girl doll and 
Barbies.
Love, Vivian, age 7 

Drawing by Ella, Crestwood Elementary

Drawing by Mason, Crestwood Elementary
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Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

MEMBER FDIC

Merry Christmas & 
Many Happy Returns!

Wishing you a holiday season rich in joy, 
friendship, peace and prosperity.

Thanks for banking on us! We appreciate your trust and support, 
and we will continue to put our customers first in 2018 and beyond.

www.longviewbt.com

Thanks for being so good
 to us all year; we hope 

the warmth and 
traditions of the holiday 

season bring you an 
abundance of comfort 

and joy.

Bring Home the Feeling 
of Christmas

May the spirit of Christmas fill your heart 
and home with peace, joy and contentment.

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Drawing by Bayah, Crestwood Elementary

Dear Santa,
I want a nerf gun.
Love, Peyton, age 7

Dear Santa,
Can I have a gold T chain necklace. 
How do you get down the chim-
ney? 
Love, Ryan, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want a bean bag chair. 
Love, Hadlee, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want cool stuff. Can I have a toy 
car.
Love, Karter, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want a Nintendo Switch. 
Love, Vince, age 6

Dear Santa,
I don’t care what I get for Chrismas. 
Merry Chrismas. 
Love, Addilyn, age 7

Dear Santa,
I have been good. I want a surpries 
box Barbie and Lego set. 
Love, Addison, age 7

Dear Santa,
I love you. My mom is having a 

babe. I want to get a Barbie boys a 
Barbie house. 
Love, Lynden, age 6 
Dear Santa,
I want a baby doll and a drink and 
wet baby twin. 
Love, Piper, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want new lego ninja go red dragon 
set. How do you get down the 
chimney
Love, Rushi, age 7

Dear Santa,
I have liked the surprises. How do 
get down the chimney so fast.
Love, Hudson, age 7

Dear Santa,
I want an a lol doll and a tabblet 
and a elf and a cat in the hat toy. 
Love, Kyleea, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want a good day. Thank you and 
can I have a Lego Mincraft. 
From Yoshi, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want an American girl doll, a lol 
doll, a tablelet ad an elf and a twin 
newborn doll. 
Love, Kraten, age 6

Dear Santa, 
I want a phone so I can call my 
Grandma and my Grandpa. 
Love, Dylan, age 6

Dear Santa,
I want a phone and a curky turkey 
shirt. 
Love, Ellie, age 6

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A nice things I did are I’ve 
played with my little sister and 
behavt most of the year. 
My wishlist for this year is: a 
crybaby, tadlet or a cinputer, a 
wope coshen for my little sister 
and madebee some video games 
and some presents for my mom 
and a good Christmas and one for 
my dad. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve!
Love, MJ

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
helped kindergarnters and helped 
by frinds. 
My wishlist for this year is legos, 
Batman toys, farm toys and 
Hotwheels. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Donder, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Elijah 

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
is helped my dad cut wood and 
helped my Grampy and Grany 

plant flowers. 
My wishlist for this year is pst 
games, legos, dog, toys for my dog 
and nerf guns. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Gentry

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
go shoping with mom and do as I 
am told. 
My wishlist for this year is the Lol 
house and the glitter glam Lol. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dancer, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Bayah

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
cleaned my toys of and the floor. 
My wishlist for this year is I want 
candy, toys and cookies, exbox, 
notendoswich. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Prancer, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Jesse 

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
helped my mom feed the dogs and 
I fed my babby siter. 
My wishlist for this year is shop-
kins, dolls, shoes, art stuff, a dog, a 
phone, 7 Deask, fake nails. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 

see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Alivia

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
open the mickwere for my mom 
and helpt Zeck with JiyJsu.
My wishlist for this year is aletrek 
skoder that transforms into a many 
bicr a huverbord, spy gejets, nin-
jwepens, Mrs. Michl to get pet dog 
a toy slay with you and your rander. 
Magek knedicksand, and a robot, a 
new dog, and a secret present on of 
tose weis that move around.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Haysten

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are take 
up the trash and chek the mail. 
My wishlist for this year is Jason 
toys, all latherface toys, all and 
fortnite toys, all Bendy toys, all 
Benlo toys all. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph 
and Vixen, they’re my favorite. Have 
a safe flight, see you on Christmas 
Eve. 
Love, Oscar 

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 

all year. A few nice things I did are 
give somthing to a and person a 
penisl, help some one up. 
My wishlist for this year is gift 
cards, fornite skins, I pod, bild or 
boom, penball blast, Nintendo 
swich splat toon 2, surprise. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Vixen, 
Dasher, Blitzen, Prancer, they’re 
my favorite. Have a safe flight, see 
you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Drake

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
wrote my dad work. 
My wishlist for this year is I want 
sume playdoe. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Comet, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Tucker

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
play with my brother and play with 
my dog.
My wishlist for this year is the 
bouty, a big tranplyn, a pouh, a cu-
puter, a cerestel makeing nushen. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Holden

Drawing by Addilyn, Crestwood Elementary
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116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

We’d like to give your our well wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season. 
We feel deeply honored to have your friendship and trust. Thanks!

As another holiday season comes rolling in, we’d like to share our best wishes 
and gratitude with all of the folks who have helped make our year so special. 

We greatly appreciate your loyal support.

We wish you and your family a 
Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year!

Wayne Marrs, Dealer
13809 E. 1600th Rd., Paris, IL • (217) 712-0055

Drawing by Vraj, Crestwood Elementary

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
played whithe and my sister.
My wishlist for this year is beskball 
bat closh shoos. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially , he’s my 
favorite. Have a safe flight, see you 
on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Lexi

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
ben nise to my sister.
My wishlist for this year is Can 
I have shaps,  two pop guns, a 
westerns vest, a holster, a gun belt, 
a bull rideing helmit, a punching 
bag, punching glufs, a bull rideing 
pab, football lagose, flanoold shert, 
a getar, a compass. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dasher, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Trevor

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been naugh-
ty nice all year. A few nice things I 
did are be nice to my frinds and de 

nice whith my brother. 
My wishlist for this year is plese for 
som rolls Kate 2 sise 4. And for fort-
nite for my ps4. And a nife shipet. 
And some nife guns. And 5,000 vd 
for fortnite. And a Nintendo swich, 
a huvor board, a roddot that does 
my homework. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dasher, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Easton

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 

all year. A few nice things I did are 
I helped my mom and played with 
my little sister. 
My wishlist for this year is a new 
huverdbord, Lol doll, biger surprise, 
Amicne glrl doll, stuf shopkins, Ba-
rie doll, the lol doll house a elf pet 
and dog another elf, a real dimend. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Kyndal

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 

year. A few nice things I did are get 
my sister a birthday present and 
help my mom clean the house. 
My wishlist for this year is a 
boston calendar, an amairacan girl 
doll named Rebecka, dog toys for 
my dogs and lots of presents.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Ashlyn 

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are help 
my mom and play with my sister 
Angel. 
My wishlist for this year is hover-
board, Apple watch, sports ball, 
legos, nerf guns, my clothes, sister 
clothes, mom clothes, boysfnaf 
wensie, iphonex, Nintendo swich, 
Nintendo 3ds, spy gagets, robot, 
books, 29 Hallowen costums, 4 
suitcases, fnanf toys, sqiushys 
coloring book, compass, pillows, 
computer, pens mathbooks, xbox, 
art paper crayons, video games, elf. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dasher, 
Rudolph, Vixen, they’re my favorite. 
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve. 
Love, Vraj

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
helping clean the rooms and said 
thank you for dinner.
My wishlist for this year is a JoJo 
doll, a noow water bottle, toy 
raindeers, a play icecrem toy, a 
Santa Clos toy, one book to read, a 
game that is cald don’t let the bair 
get away a snow girl. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Rudolph, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Emalee

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
I hilped. 
My wishlist for this year is I whant 
a been bag char. I whant my bab. I 
whant a baby Alve.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Daser, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Kyah

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are play 
the niantonve and play oh 30s. 
My wishlist for this year is I wish I 
have a new game. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Doner, 
he’s my favorite. Have a safe flight, 
see you on Christmas Eve. 
Love, Xander

Dear Santa,
Thank you for bringing us presents 
and love. Tahnk Mrs. Clauss too. 
For Christmas I want a Nintendo 
switch, new Mario game, the light 
saver that spins, legos and a sword. 
Love, Lachlan 3

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want an xbox, a 
green mean mshing. And a nctb 
swich. And a bb gun with looood 
bbs. 
Love, Reece

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I want all of 
the Trednad stroms and I want an 
elf for Chrimis.
Love, Ethan

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a lol doll big 
supris, little hatchmals, fantastic 
gymnastic the flamgo poly 
pocket. 
Love, Lauren

Dear Santa,
How are the reind. Can I have a 
ntindo swish, and papr to can I 
have a fitbit for chrismis. Ples.
Love, Audrey 

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a dirtbike, a 
reamote control air place, a rea-
mote control helicopter, a reamot 
control car, jeffy puppet, a set of 
clothes and a new bike. 
Love, Gage

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? Can you 
bring my $1000,000, a reindeer, 
a JoJo siwa high top shoes doll, 
gold hatchamol, I want to meet 
JoJo siwa, and all the Joo siwa 
stuff. 
Love, Olivia

Dear Santa,
How are you? For Christmas I want 
an elf pet st. bernerd, wii Iphone 

Drawing by Ellie, Crestwood Elementary



and Wishes for a Prosperous

New Year
Edgar County Fair Board of Directors

Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Bruce, Rick, 
Tracy, Carol, Dale, Diane, Mark, Shannon, 

Kyle, Brad & Justin

www.edgarcountyfair.com - July 20-27, 2019

Merry Christmas
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Merry Christmas
From our family to yours. 

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St • Paris, IL

dalbeydesignsllc@gmail.com DALBEY DESIGNS

Here’s hoping 
your holiday 

suits you to a tee.

Wishing You A
Custom-

Made
Season

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

The halls are decked, the lists are checked; 
Christmas is here, bringing good cheer. 

There’s just one thing we’ve left to do: Send 
our very best wishes to each one of you!

Thanks to our customers and neighbors all 
around town for your friendship and support. 

We wish you and yours all the best at 
Christmastime and in the New Year.

CHRISMAN GRADE 
SCHOOL

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. I 
want a Minecraft bow. I want a toy 
sword. I also want a Ninja playset. 
Have a good Christmas!
Love,
Aiden

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
How are the elves and reindeer? I 
want a LOL Surprise. I want a dog.
Love,
Aurora

Dear Santa,
I really hope you have a really 
good Christmas. This year I want a 
lot squishies.
Love,
Mylee

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? I am happy for 
Christmas. I want a smart skatch-
er and a sowing machine.
Love,
Sylvia

eight JoHo set Bad kitty set of 
books JoJo posters blanket with 
dog on it. 
Love, Carsten

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I want a bag 
of wwe people and a skoator.
Love, Marcus

Dear Santa,
How are you? Can you ples bring 
me six lol dolls and a big spris 
hachwml. And bat obin cristmas 
and one popsys.
Love, Taylynn

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a jeffy puppet, 
and a lakers pillow and a lakers 
basketball, and mony and hot 
wheles. 
Love, Keegan

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I want some 
toys, cozy wings, Polly pocket 
transform, tow baby doll cars, baby 
doll bed please. 
Love, Ainsley

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want the Gladvs 
name is gos mdl bladlade. 
Love, Mason

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want lol doll pets 
and lol doll girls and lol dolls little 
sisters. I also want a wish me 
puppy and a makeup kit and that 
lazer toy. 
Love, Brynn

Dear Santa,
How are you? I would like a Baby 
Alive brother. I would also like a 
stuffed Mikey Mouse. I would also 
like a stuffed camper. 
Love, Karma

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus? I want a amir-
ican girl doll, a barby doll, lol doll 
and unicorn fanwig. 
Love, Savannah

Dear Santa,
How are you? I want a fitbit charge 
3 and can I have a ipad pro and a 
iphone xs and can I have a surface 
go, surface pro 6 and a surface 
stuodsu. 
Love, Jacob

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus? I want only 4 
things this yeru. The first thing is 
slime, puty, five night’s at freddy’s 

games five night’s at freddy’s 
plushy’s. 
Love, Natashal 7

Dear Santa,
How are you? Can I have a Ntndoe 
Slich, xbox onex, I phone x, ipad 
pro, cumpter.
Love, Garrett

Dear Santa,
How are you? For chistmas I want 
call of duty action figures, toy dinos 
and call of duty black apps four. 
Love, Max

Dear Santa,
How are the reideer? I would like a 
Bolt toy, pizza Barbie shop, Barbie 
Deam house. 
Love, Nyaho

Dear Santa,
How are you? I would like a black 
power ranger, a toy dog, a rocket, a 
skateboard with a super-man and a 
toy super-many vs. joker. 
Love, Christian

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? I want a 
fingerling, pomsy, tablet, dose, 
ponter, Rockos moner life, lol dolls, 
my little pet shop, diry, hollahoop, 
a gold ring, buble wable and a 

tramplean, 1000000 dollars. 
Love, Janessa

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
How are you? I want a bag of 
squishies. I want a TaBlit.
Love,
Presley

Dear Santa,
I want a wish puppy and a LOL 
doll. How are the elves? How are 
the reindeer?
Love,
Amyah

Dear Santa,
I want a remote control car. I like 
Christmas. I want a laptop for 
Christmas.
Love,
Coda

Dear Santa,
How are you this year? Have the 
elves been good? For Christmas 
I want a tablet and a new barn. 
Have a really good Christmas!
Love,
Benson

Dear Santa,
I want a dirt bike for Christmas. I 
also want a control spider. I love 
you.



City of Paris,

Mayor Craig Smith,

City Council & Staff

 Merry
Christmas!

We hope your holiday 

delivers an abundance of 

the gifts that matter most, 

including health, happiness, 

friendship, love and good 

fortune. Best wishes to you 

and yours!
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Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     

At the miracle of His holy birth, we pray for hope 
and peace on earth;

And we ask for His good graces, too that we may 
share with all of you;

The message of that first Christmas Day. As we send 
this note of thanks your way!

Merry Christmas from all of us at

HAIR TEAZERS
112 Andrews St.  •  Paris, IL 

 (217) 463-4247

Thank you for 
a great year.  

We look forward 
serving you in 2019

 ’Tis the season to sing, play and 
 have fun. Many good times to you 

 and yours this holiday season.

  
 

Christmas Greetings from the 
Edgar County Assessor’s Office
Deena, Wanda, David, Misty & Kathy

Drawing by Leah, Memorial Elementary

MEMORIAL 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Dear Santa,
My name is Gunnar. I want for 
Christmas a fulluealer, and nerf 
gun and frank stuth crpd, a xbox 
360 and football on the Xbox 
game. And a Christmas tree and 
video games and masce to anl 
cfc cars.
From,
Gunner

Dear Santa,
My name is Alexis. I want a jack 
yall to,, shirt belaus I like his 
hotope chanile. I wunt a PS4 
because I like playing games.
From,
Alexis

Dear Santa,
My name is Leah Sanders and I 
love Christmas. I want a uver bord 
and a lot of coles and lot of shoe 
and toy and a big bag and a desk 
and a small baby bed for my doll 
and a cat bed for my cat and trets 
for my cat.
From,
Leah

Dear Santa,

Love,
Braiyden

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a great day eating 
the cookies and delivering the 
presents to every single kid. I want 
LOL toys and a play riding horse 
that you brush its hair.
Love,
Roselynn

Dear Santa,
I want a bouncy house and a wish 
me puppy and jewelry and a party 
with all my friends and I want a 
treehouse and a cat and I have a 
good day.
Love,
Bristyn

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
How are you doing? I want super 
heroes and books. I hope you have 
a good Christmas.
Love,
Matthew

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
How are the elves and reindeer? I 
want a Jurassic Stu fx and a WWE 
Wrestling set.
Love,
Judson

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
How are the elves and reindeer? I 
want a bag of squishies. I also want 
a gymnastics mat. Have a good 
Christmas.
Love,
Emma

Dear Santa,
I want a LOL doll. I need more hair 
ties too. I want a Jo Jo Necklice.
Love,
Claire

Dear Santa,
I have been really good this year. 
I want a Nintendo switch. Merry 
Christmas.
Love,
Harper

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. How are 
you doing? I want lots of LOLs and 
I want a LOL house. I want a barbie 
house. One more thing is Jojo Siwa 
Stuff. Have a good Christmas.
Love,
Kierclyn

Dear Santa,

I have been really good this year. 
How are the elves and reindeer? 
Can I have a bag of Squishie. I also 
want a gymnastics mat.
Love,
Alivia

Dear Santa,
I have a very good girl. I love music 
and learning toys. I’m going to go 
to my Grandpa’s Christmas morn-
ing but we’ll be sure to leave out 
cookies and milk. Your reindeer can 
get a drink with my horse Rosie.
Love,
Alicia

Dear Santa,
How big are you? How do your 
reyndeer fly? I have been good. 
Could you bring me more cookies, 
a real puppy, an LOL doll, reindeer 
from the North Pole and an elf on 
the shelf? Merry Christmas.
Love,
Zane

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing OK. I have 
been good. I want a programming 
robot and a Legends of Treasure. 
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Anthony

Dear Santa,
How have you been doing Santa? 
I can’t wait until Christmas! I have 
been pretty good this year. Santa 
can you get me a warm blanket, 
really Rad Robot and a PS4. Please 
have a jolly Christmas.
Love,
Aidan

Dear Santa,
How are the elves, you and Mrs. 
Claus? I have been very good. I 
would like an xooxix, a new TV for 
me, Black Panther lego set, Bat 
man lego set, and Marvel lego set. 
Have a safe trip?
Love,
Rockie

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs. Claus? I have 
been very good this year. I would 
like a heated blanket, a baby doll 
that looks the same as a real baby, 
a hover board, a Barbie doll that 
has a snow flake dress, a slime 
maker, a cotton candy maker. Have 
a safe trip!
Love,
Kenzley

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I have been 
good this year. For Christmas I 
would like a drone, American girl 
dolls and American girl doll stuff, a 
bed spread that is Hello Neighbor, 
mine craft stuff, xBox, spra and last 
but not least squishies. Thank you! 
And have a Holly Jolly Christmas!
Love,
Gracie

Dear Santa,
I would like an LOL doll and some 
American doll clothes? Can I get 
a kitten and some Legos? Can I 

have a bow and arrow? How are 
Snowflake and Miss Snowflake. 
How are you and Mrs. Claus? How 
are the elves?
Love,
Sandra

Dear Santa,
How are you doing Santa Claus? 
I have been good. I want a big 
Hachimals, I want an LOL pet, and 
LOL doll, warm pajama bottoms, 
a slime maker, a cotton candy 
maker and to see my dad. Merry 
Christmas, Santa?
Love,
Krysten

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? How are you 
doing? I was nice this year. I want 
an Xbox, a PS4, a nerf gun, head-
phones, socks and a Tarantula. 
Merry Christmas. Thank you! 
Love,
Harrison

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolf? I have been kind of 
good. I want a puppy, a kitty, a rab-
bit, and a lizard. I would like a crazy 
Minecroft game. Merry Christmas.
Love,
Bryson

Dear Santa,
How is snowflake? I have been very 
good this year. This year I would 
like a lol doll bigger surprise, lol doll 
eyes surprise, lol doll 60 surprises, 
lol doll glitter glam surprise and a 
Barbie Ballerina. Get the reindeer 
ready for Christmas. Merry Christ-
mas Santa!
Love,
Ave

Dear Santa,
I was good this year. How are you 
and Mrs. Claus. I would like a warm 
Minera’s blanket, Xbox, Minehaft, 
airhead phones, a micanda blue 
ipad.
Love,
Waylen

Dear Santa,
How are you Santa? I have been 
very good. I want some big and 
small containers, hydroglass and a 
cotton candy maker.
Love,
Paisley

Dear Santa,
Do kids give you presents? I hope 
you get this note. I hope you stay 
happy. I have been good and 
sometimes bad. I would like to have 
a surprise a computer too, please. 
I hope you this note. Most of all I 
want to see my family together. 
Love,
Alithyanna

Dear Santa,
How are you and my elf doing? I 
have been good. I wish that I could 
have a play phone, a laptop, a nerf 
bow and arrow, and a spider. Have 
a happy Christmas.
Love,
Wyatt

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer doing? I have 
been very good this year! I want a 
new BB gun, a new mic, a new nerf 
gun, a new call of duty 123, a new 
vr headset and a new Iphone. Have 
a safe ride.
Love,
Bentley

Dear Santa,
How is Snowflake doing? I want 
LOL bigger surprise, minecraft, 
minecraft toys, skate board, roblox, 
Hello Neighbor, unicorn Squishies 
and Squishies. I have been so 
so so so good. Have a Holly Jolly 
Christmas.
Love,
Savannah

Dear Santa,
I hope you are having a nice day. I 
have been good this year. I would 
like a mermaid tail for swimming, 
colored molding clay, colored 
markers, paint and if you can an 
Ipad because that would just be 
great. I hope you have a nice trip. 
Merry Christmas!!!!
Love,
Laken

Dear Santa,
How many elves do you have? How 
many children do you give presents 
to? I have been good by helping my 
sister and mom. I would like a LOL 
doll, an alef on the shelf for next 
year, a reindeer from your house 
and an American Girl Doll and 
and clothes for her. Have a Merry 
Christmas and a safe trip.
Love,
Mikenna



Silent Night
    Holy Night

St. Mary’s Church
  

528 N. Main St.  Paris, IL

217-466-3355

As we celebrate 
this special season, 

we feel blessed 
to find ourselves 

surrounded by the 
gifts of friendship 

and goodwill.

Christmas Vigil Masses 
(Christmas Carols song 
½ before each vigil Mass)
St. Mary’s 4:00pm
St. Aloysius 7:00pm
St Mary’s 10:00pm
 Christmas Day Mass
St. Mary’s 9:00am
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 To all of our cherished 

  

 value your business and wish 

 you a wonderful Christmas 

 and a bountiful New Year

  harvest
    of thanks

 A

 

(217) 948-5739

A Harvest of Thanks
To all of our cherished 
customers and friends.  
We value your business 
and wish you a wonderful 
Christmas and a bountiful 

New Year!

Kansas
3240 IL Hwy 16

Kansas, IL  61933

(217) 466-5430

Mays Station
10854 N. 925th St.

Paris, IL  61944

Hope this holiday season treats you 
and yours to nothing but the best. 

We’re furever grateful to good  
friends and customers like you.

Thanks & Merry Christmas!

Dr. Wilson and Staff
Edgar Co. Vet

412 Augustus St, Paris, IL (217) 466-6777

Wishing You All the Ingredients 
of a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year!
We’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your patronage. At the 
holidays and all year, it’s a pleasure 

serving our community!

Betty Jane’s 
 Kitchen

110 E. Madison
Paris 

217-921-3764

My name is Alex. For Christmas I 
want some boars 3 toys that are a 
uncornia fying horse, and a flying 
unicorn. I want a new notebook 
that has a unicorn on it. I want a 
unicorn book.
Love,
Alex

Dear Santa,
My name is Ophelia. Santa can I 
have a cahse? And a pup to? So 
can I 2 ahd can have a cat to. I love 
you to.
From,
Ophelia

Dear Santa,
My name is Shawn. I want my 
mother and daddy to come back 
together again. And a plane for 
Christmas and a buch of any toy.
From,
Shawn

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I wan’t a hufer 
bord. I wan’t some ha hatchable. 
I wan’t a uniforn shirt. I wan’t a 
unicorn hair boy. I wan’t a unicorn 
note book. And a unicorn bed 
shite. I wan’t a check out store. 
Merry Christmas.
From,

Dear Santa,
My name is Jacob Roush. And 
I want Minecraft Books. But I 
all ready have Dairy of an 8-Bit 
Warrior.
From,
Jacob

Dear Santa,
My name is Jeremiah. I would like 
5 corux cards, a nerf gun, a roblox 
shirt, a radio, a PS4, Nireo, shoes, 
black Nike pants and a roblox hat. 
From,
Jeremiah

Dear Santa,
My name is Claudia. I would like a 
bed for my American girl and some 
chapter books.
From,
Claudia

Dear Santa,
My name is Skyah Buckner. What 
I wan is a big Kolspalse and a LOL 
home, a kgiyint unicorn, now Brbye 
dols and close for my ddsy, same-
sume, squishes, a big squishe, a 
immoge sft 15, and I what a book 
that opins and clos the wan thay 
pichers cun out of it pleas.
From,
Skyah

Dear Santa,
My name is Magnus. I done’t no 
wut I wun’t thes Crisms to today.
From,
Magnus

Dear Santa,
My name is August. And this is 
what I want for Chrisma a mine 
craft lego set, big Nate Book Iveaoi 
game.
From,
August

Dear Santa,
I want a faceit for Christmas and 
you should now this because when 
I went to see you at town skwar 
and have been trying to be good 
this year.
Love,
Isabella

Dear Santa,
My name is Mia. Ples bring me a 
fairy garden.
From,
Mia

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Josh. I am 6 years old. 
I live in Paris. This year, I have been 
really gud. I would really like it if you 
could bring me a hat, a bike, and a 
skatbord.

Thank you and merry Christmas! 

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! 
I have done these nice things: 
helpes my Mom and Dad, helpes 
my dog, helpes my frens.
My Christmas wishes are nrf guns, 
plushes, ex boxe one. I hope you 
enjoy the cookies and milk!
Love, Brayden, 6

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I have 
tiyde shows, I clene my room, I 
mayc. My Christmas wishes are a 
fone, a santa toy, a bell the tayeale. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, JJ

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I bin 
haopeg my techr, I bin haopeg my 
dad, I bin haope my mom. 
My Christmas wishes are a Ninten-
do switch, toys, legos. I hope you 
enjoy the cookies and milk! 
Love, Konner

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I give 

things to pelop, I have a eef, I have 
a two eaf. 
My Christmas wishes are my 
walkey toke toy, my toy is foenc, my 
toy fason. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Kassidy

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: not 
hrot my sistr, I helod my mom, 
giving.
My Christmas wishes are panada 
squishi, panada slipig bag, doll 
haws. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk!
Love, Miah

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: cleen 
my room without being told, been 
nice tooo, play with doud. 
My Christmas wishes are infnity 
gauntlet, pants, as durt. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Jack

Dear Santa,
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*$20 instant rebate available for every $100 of Ertl/TOMY products purchased, up to a $100 instant rebate. See Birkey’s 
for complete details and qualifications. ©2018 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH and CNH 
Industrial Capital are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH 
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

29 E Main St
Oakland, IL 61943
(217) 346-2312

Find the perfect holiday gift for that special someone with Case IH 
merchandise, toys, tools and more. And right now, get $20 off for 
every $100 you spend on Case IH toys and collectibles (up to a 
$500 purchase).

GET A $20 REBATE 
ON TOY PURCHASES!*

STOP IN TO SEE OUR SELECTION OF CASE IH GIFTS

CASE IH GIFTS GET
THE BIGGEST SMILES.

138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL (217) 465-8551

May all your dreams 
come true as we 
embark upon this 
magical time of year. 

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 
from your friends 
at Vadas Auto Parts

Greetings at 
   the Holidays

Vadas Auto Parts

Andrews at the Westbrook
7397 N. 1200th St. • Paris

217-465-2003 • www.andrewsatthewestbrook.com

We’re reserving our thanks and best wishes for great 
friends and customers like you. Thanks for bringing 
so much happiness to our table this year. We really 
appreciate your kindness and support, and we wish 

you a very happy holiday season!

Serving Our Best Wishes

Phone: (217) 465-3360  •  Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133  •  Paris, IL 61944

PARIS MACHINE

Wishing 
You a 

Magical,
Merry 

Christmas!
We’re over the moon about customers like you! Thanks for 

making 2018 a great year for us.  We look forward to 
serving you again soon.

I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I hilpd 
my frins up, I did not let my frins 
fall, I gave my frins cande. 
My Christmas wishes are LOL, LOL 
dogs, LOL dols. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Mayleen

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! 
I have done these nice things: 
playing, fuyding my elf, giving. My 
Christmas wishes are huuowdt 
fluye shark, toy shark, fuufe fush. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Jagger

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: pic up 
stuf, sher, giv. My Christmas wishes 
are frins, techr, fur dog. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk!
Love, Cartel

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I help 
Axel, I help my Mom, I help my Dad. 
My Christmas wishes are dogs, 
cats, frogs. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Keaton

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! 
I have done these nice things: 
clende the living room, feede the 
cats, dun what Mom and Dad tel 
me to do. 
My Christmas wishes are a cat, a 
lanboe, a phone. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Lauren

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: help 
my mom and Bob, Iv helpd my 
mom so much win my bad was 
gon, Iv helpd my buthr too. 
My Christmas wishes are fairy 
dolls, shompkins, babre cats. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Cassandra

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! 
I have done these nice things: 
hlpe pepll up, peking piug chash, 
pik up stix. My Christmas wishes 
are scooter, shirt, Playstation 4 
controller. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Axel

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: wosh 
dishes for Mom, wosh closh, do 
stuff wintorato. My Christmas 
wishes are nerf guns, a new stuff 
pug, xbox. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Tkierig

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: I hlep 
my sitr, I hlep my ganol, I hlep my 
mommy. My Christmas wishes are 

Nintendo switch, phon, skateboard. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Jaylee

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! I 
have done these nice things: pick 
up Mom’s yorn, I pic up the tabol, I 
cavr my Dad. My Christmas wishes 
are  I wishes for sqishys, I wishes 
for shopcins, I wishes for LOL’s. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk!
Love, Emma

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year! 
I have done these nice things: Iv 
put up samth, help pull out the 
carpit, help tack out the trash. 
My Christmas wishes are a miny 
packman game, a miny pinball 
game, a phone. 
I hope you enjoy the cookies and 
milk! 
Love, Lucas

Dear Santa,
My name is Isabella and I am 7 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me Jojo slime 120, Morph-
board, jojo bows 120. 
Love, Isabella

Dear Santa,
My name is Riley and I am 7 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me a 
Bonnie plush, a tablet, a puppy. 
Love, Riley Pine

Dear Santa,
My name is Grant and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me 
remote control derby car, a robot, a 
video game.
Love, Grant 3

Dear Santa,
My name is Maria and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me 17 
dolls that is a unicorn all different, 
unicorn candy, and a unicorn toy. 
Love, Maria

Dear Santa,
My name is John and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me 
Angry Birds, piggy tails, Youtube 
Angry Birds. 

Dear Santa,
My name is Jordan and I am 7 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me Hot Wheels, Donald and 
Douglas, Hex Bugs. 
Love, Jordan

Dear Santa,
My name is Alliyah and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very 
nice. For Christmas, please bring 
me a diamond plushy, a reindeer 

toy, x box. 
Love, Alliyah

Dear Santa,
My name is Konltyn and I am 6 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me x box, PS4, playstation 
VR.
Love, Konltyn Ford 

Dear Santa,
My name is Kerson and I am 7 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me incredibles PS4 game, 
Xbox 360, Xbox.
Love, Kerson

Dear Santa,
My name is Gwen and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me jojo 
slime, jojo shirts, jojo bows. 
Love, Gwen

Dear Santa,
My name is Olivia and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me 
stuffed Mickey, an elf, an American 
girl doll. 
Love, Olivia

Dear Santa,
My name is Chayton and I am 7 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me a tank, nerf guns, pattern 
blocky.
Love, Chayton

Dear Santa,
My name is London and I am 6 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me a gymnastics mat, LOL 
dolls, karaoke machine.
Love, London

Dear Santa,
My name is Jagger and I am 6 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me Superstation, Santa 
inflatable, Paw Patrol boat. 
Love, Jagger

Dear Santa,
My name is Justin and I am 6 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me for Chismis I want a 
outdoor doll, for Chismis I want a 
hover board, for chismis I want a 
set of Army men. 
Love, Justin

Dear Santa,
My name is Willow and I am 6 years 
old. This year, I have been very nice. 
For Christmas, please bring me 
new jojo slime, jojo toys, jojo bows. 
Love, Willow

Dear Santa,
My name is Shelby and I am 6 
years old. This year, I have been 
very nice. For Christmas, please 
bring me my two front teeth, JoJo 

Drawing by Nova, Memorial Elementary
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Auto  |   Home  |   Life  |   HeALtH  |   fArm  |   CommerCiAL  |   Workers CompensAtion  |   BondsDimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

111Sheriff Street |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

wishing youPeace, Joy& Love 
This holiday season!

SEASON’S GREETINGS

PH: 217-463-3000          
FAX: 217-466-4406

email : info@robinsonaccounting.com
web: www.robinsonaccounting.com

318 E. Jasper St.
P.O. Box 404

Paris, IL  61944

           Accounting & Tax Service

Warmest 
Wishes

We’re all aglow with gratitude for great 
customers and friends like you!

Thanks for dropping in on us this year. We wish you a 
Merry Christmas and we look forward to serving you again in 2019!

While the holiday spirit is building, we’d like to 
jump in with our best wishes and gratitude. 

We truly appreciate your helping to make this 
year a merry one for us.

Nail Down A 
Great Season!

A&R Service and Supply
217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

Slime, a porcelain doll. 
Love, Shelby

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Madison. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris. This year, I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a beg tedy 
ber, a mi little pone. 
xoxo bff Madison

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Seaqaye. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris. This year, I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a big morstr 
truk. Do not step in it so be doge. 
Thank you and merry Christmas! 

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Mason. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris. This year, I have 
been really good. I would really 
like it if you could bring me I want 
spanrman toys, iron man toys and 
capton Americu. 
Thank you and merry Christmas! 
Mason

Dear Santa,
I want a scwooshey and a LOL doll 
and a fone and a lol spris qit. 
Love, Aubreigh

Dear Santa,
I wat a table and I wat a ckotent 
ckinds shin and I wat a whon and I 
wat a latop and I wat a latorv erws 
and I wat a lat orr Nexses. 
Kira

Dear Santa,
I want a dreem tent and moor but I 
think you know. 
Love, Keaton Pruiett

Dear Santa! I want a pomsy, a new 
phone chorgr and a crom book. I 
wish I can have them. Ples can I 
have them! We well give porck. 
Parker Mae

Dear Santa,
I have been vary good this year. I 
want a hover bord, poopcesupris, 
spigajis. You beter be saph. I will lev 
out shoogr cookes.
Love, Ellie 7

Dear Santa,
I have been good yea. I want a new 
toy be. I want a confd and a tedoba. 
Brayden

Dear Santa,
I whunt a fastweel and a nerf gun 
and moder skat doert. Have a good 
cersmiss. 
Love, Dylan Comstock

Dear Santa,
I want a Nrfgun, I want a sheld and 
I want thee Nrfgun, I ben good this 
year. 
Dear Santa,
I want a fast rc car, leogs, a suf alml. 
Santa do lus my presit. 
Love, Zayne 

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I want 
a stuffs yourucorn and the amario 
grl doll gras and a braslit have a 
good crismes. 
This is frum Kelsey.

Dear Santa,
Thi is what I whnt. I want a x box 
and I want a sum shos and I whont 
a speekr and I whant a game. And I 
whant a dog and I whant sum socs 
and I whant a noo bacpace. 
Love, Dylan

Dear Santa,
I want a ps4. And a mickhlphon. 
And some shos. Andn a doe losmy 
tos. 
Love, Tucker

Dear Santa,
I want a elf the shef. I want a you-
nukorn. I want a piano. I love you 
Santa. I will leeve cookies! 
From Jillian

Dear Santa,
I wood like a cittin and polly pock-
its and I wood like skats. I will leav 
chocolate chip and oreo cookies. 
Love, Shay
Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. I want 
a new pet, a yoyo, and a piano. Do 
you want to see my tree this year? 
Love, Lizzie

Dear Santa,
I beleve n you. I really want a LOL 
doll. I really want an Xbokes. I 
really want fornight. I pray for 
you. I hope everyone believes 
you. I have been good. I think 
that my elf you know Ela she is 
so funny.
Adalee Morris

Dear Santa,
I’m sorry if I’ve been mean. But if 
I leave you cookies your welcome. 
Thank you Santa so much for 
every thing you do, but all I really 
want for Christmas is a Nintendo 
2ed5xl and my family. 
Merry Christmas,
Gumer Cordell

Dear Santa,
I want a babydoll and clothes 

pleas. I want an elf on the shelf 
pleas. I want a bike pleas. Could 
you say hi to your reindeer.
Love,
Hadrlana Boots

Dear Santa,
How are you? Because I’m doing 
good. This year I would like a toy 
car, a phone, and a sketch book 
and suplies. How much longer 
till Christmas? This Christmas I 
would like my aunt to get a week 
off of work.
Love,
Brodee Hemrich

Dear Santa,
I really want luciannas mars 
habitat, the new rainbow corps 
and American girl gift cards. Oh 
and my mom would really want 
books. She has her face in book 
like every day. Does Pinky have a 
friend name 5 for me? Can Pinky 
hide in my room agin? Because 
that was a fun day when she did. I 
have been nice and working hard. 
How many elfs do you have. Hope 
you have a good time delivering 
presents. 
Ava Tarr

Dear Santa,
Can I have rainbow gliter slime. 
And 20 Charm Braclets. I’m probly 
going to leave cookies and milk 
and can I have 10 LOL balls. Have 
a Holly Jolly Christmas. You are 
the Best.
Love,
Brooke McGrath

Dear Santa,
Chippy and Emuly have not moved 
yet. I did not tuch them I promes. 
I do not now what happened to 
them but how did Emuly get her 
hat back because it fell off her.
Your friend,
Jonny Ball

Dear Santa,
Plase Tell my Elfy to Stoe. I like 
him. I wode like a stufe animal cat 
and a str wars lego The Empire 
Strikes Back. An last thing 10000 
$ reel muny. I love Christmas. 
Plase do My recrast.
From,
Michael Dolan

Dear Santa,
I hope you are taking good care of 
yoiur slieigh. All I want for Chris-
mise is a pet stuffed animal. That 
is a baby cud a nale I know. Theit is 
not fare to mom Dad me once and 
my Hole family.

Love,
Trixee

Dear Santa,
I would a cozmo I would sith and 
wesson Hand CUFFS. I would 
ASP HandCUFFS. My mom want 
a roadebotic. Haw is Mrs. Claws, 
reindeer, elfs doing. Can my 
sister get a new softball game. 
Can my Gad gets some tassrl 
and nets.
Love,
Maxwell Woodrall

Dear Santa,
I want for Christmas. A nitindo 
switch, a pet reindoor for chipy, a 
girl eflk on the shelf. Can you turn 
me into an elf pleas. How is chipy 
doing How did my granmall tern 
into an elf. A brown mars hat. A 
baby bunny rabit. Mason a space 
book. A black hoverboard.
Your friend,
Ava B

Dear Santa,
I want a giant woppy cashen and a 
bike and a game called A farr Hero. 
Merry Christmas.
Love,
Izaach 
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From the twinkling lights and drifts of snow to the 

warmth and goodwill that surround us, there’s so 

much we love about Christmastime and customers 

like you. Thank you for making our season and our 

year so enjoyable.

Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas and best wishes 
to you and your family!

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
   217-465-3335     

Ingrum Waste Disposal

Glory to the

Newborn King!

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we give thanks for the 
many blessings and good fortune he has bestowed upon us.

May the spirit of the season fill your heart and home with love. We wish you 
a wonderful Christmas and a year filled with peace, prosperity, good health 

and good fortune.

Paris and Kansas • 217-465-4775 • www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

The holiday spirit is in the air, 
and we hope the joy and goodwill 

of the season fill your heart and soul 
with gladness.

Edgar County Republican Central Committee
Merry Christmas,

Tidings of Comfort & Joy

At Christmastime, may the company of loved ones and 
the fond memories of those who have passed surround

 you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.

Howard Tyler, Sales Manager
402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

We wish you all the very best this holiday season.

Drawing by Molly, Memorial Elementary

More LETTERS in the D SECTION

Dear Santa,
Can I have a bule hoverbard and 
some beanie boos and hachamias! 
I can’t wait till Spikes Spikey and 
snowflake come! I don’t know how 
you are so kind! Today because I 
was trying to steal money!
Love,
Evey Ray

Dear Santa,
Santa I want a new boke, phone 
and suffshark. Santa I hope you 
take care of your elf. I lik you.
Merry Chricmis,
Kanyon Alich

Dear Santa,
Your nice kind and sweet and I love 
you very much. Me and Laney have 
ben good. I am going to get some-
thing spshel four my family. I hope 
you have a good day Santa. You are 
the best Santa. The Speshle thing 
I want is a Barpy house. And a ice 
cram truck like my jeep that you 
got me last Christmas.
Love,
Allison

Dear Santa C.,
Am I on the naughty or nice list? 
How is Poppy? For Christmas I 
want a puppy, SFGA and book, call 
the Magic Tree House, by Mary 
Pope Osborae. I also want to tell 
you Merry Christmas! Have a nice 
day! (I mean every day!)
Happy holidays,
Natalie Bicknell

Dear Santa,
I want an elf on a shelf, a new crigt 
off doll and harryt. Poter doll. Santa 
will you tell Mrs. Clos I sed hi.
Merry Christmas,
Dinum Eslinger

Dear Santa,
This is Brylee Grubb. I have been 
really good this year. I would like a 
Slime kit. And a doll sets plz. And a 
purple gutor.
Love,
Brylee Grubb

Dear Santa,
I would like a note book and for my 
dad a handey work kit for my mom 
a robe because she cold a lot for 
Emmy a blakit for Ava a hat of any 
kind for Tess a play set. Thank you 
for everything you do. Thank you!
Merry Christmas,
Hellie Barrett

Dear Santa,
I’ve been ok this year. How have 
you been this year? What is your 

favorite color. I wold like a hatchi-
mal and Squishies. I hope you have 
a wondful Chrismtas!
Love,
Kylah

Dear Santa,
Hotsells and pens. I hope you have 
a wonderful Christmas?
Love,
Tristan

Dear Santa,
I have been a busy Aubrie. How 
have you been. I raboriti I bun dfli 
me more I hope you a wonderful 
Christmas.
Love,
Aubrie

Dear Santa,
I have been pretty good this year. 
How have you been this year? I 
would like a LOL and Skate board. 
I hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas!
Love,
Caleigh

Dear Santa,
I want Cars 3 diecast Thunder 
Hollow crazy 8, chester Whipperfill-
er, Miss Fritter, T bone, Jimbo, Taco, 
Arby and Dr Damage, Jackson 
Storm, Cruz Ramerez, Smokie, 
Filmore, Louie, guido, Louige, Mr. 
Sterling, Issy and Cat Weathers.
Love,
Bentley

Dear Santa,
I beh ok. How have you been this 
year. Howboyou ho thele sndvge 
gob hwo re rogo is you. Host bright 
and a lowfhy. What has a rahoe 
comet bone how is mrscva us I 
would like an mertgon. I woo like 
a lps.
Love,
Kihnlt

Dear Santa,
I been pretty good this year. How 
have you been doing? What is Mrs. 
Claus I would like a BB and gun. 
Have a @nnol chris as.
Love,
Wyat

Dear Santa,
I have been ok this year. What is 
your favorite color? How is Mrs. 
Claus. May I have a Nintedo and 
super Smash Bros Game. I hope 
you have a good day.
Love,
Braxton

Dear Santa,
I have been pretty good this year. 
How have you been this year. I like 
optpmusprime. I hope you have a 
Christmas!
Love,
Brian

Dear Santa,
I has been good. I would like a LOL 
and Sqaishies.
Love,
Marey

Dear Santa,
Ive been pretty good this year. How 
have you been this year. I hoe you 

have a wonderful Chrismtas. I wot 
Nintendo Smtch. 
Love,
Tristin

Dear Santa,
I’ve been good. How have you been 
doing this year? What is Rudolph? 
Mrs. Claus how are you. I would like 
a slime natalia Kinahart. I hope you 
have a wonderful Christmas!
Love,
Natalie

Dear Santa,
Ive been pretty good this year. How 
have you been this year. I hope 
you have a wonderful Christmas. I 
would like a 
Love,
Aliyah

Dear Santa,
I want two elves. Can I plese have 
lol pets and riptfins and clothand 
hatchamals and gigerliges fluffy 
swater and sowes. Have a nice flit. 
Love, Bella

Dear Santa,
I want for Christmas a niti20 swich 
and all the roblox people toys 
and xbox1 with hallonabre. I want 
minecraft toys all the pokumon 
iwhit and fortnite. Plce. I hoe you 
get here safe. 
Love, Bentley

Dear Santa,
I am so so excited for Christmas. 
Can you get me some fuzzy socks 
and sqishies. Can you get me a 
baby alive doll and a chair that has 
wheels. Have a great Christmas 
Day.
Love, Diya

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa. Geuss what my favrote 
holiday is Christmas! How are you 
and Mrs. Claus. My wish is to see 
you on Christmas. I love you Santa. 
Theirs 3 or 4 presents. #1 book I 
don’t care what kind. #2 Elf on the 
shelf please can it be a girl. Only if 
you can can I have a reboreh. #3 
Shopkins. #4 LOLs That’s all I want 
for Cristmas. Stay worm Santa. I 
hope you fly safe. I really hope my 
wish comes true. Thanks Santa.
Love, Kyraseigh

Dear Santa,
I want a exbox for Christmas. 
Love, Jorden

Dear Santa,
I am so exieat for Christmas. I will 
leav out cokecys and milk. How is 
the north pole. Could I have 2000 
vvucks and could I have a nintnoos 
witch and a homeless elf and a 
goldsilla toys. 
Signed, Isaac

Dear Santa,
How is the weather in the north 
pole? I am happy for Christmas. I 
would like LOL’s and ear mufs. Stay 
warm. 
Love, Amelia

Dear Santa,
I’m excitied for Christmas! I mite or 
mite not give you milk and cookies 

on Christmas eve. Can you please 
get these for me. Can I get some 
unicorn stuff, unicorn bed set, ty 
beeny boos and last but not lest 
I want a whole day to be with my 
family. Have a safe flyt. 
Love, Maddilyn

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs. Claws doing 
for Christmas. I want a pink shiny 
huverboard numnums chapter 
books and I would like you to send 
me a picter of your North Pole and 
a toy elf and some suffed animal’s 
a uinicorn confeter for my bed and 
sticers for my wall of you Santa 
and I am going to leve you a picture 
have a safe flight? 
Love your frend, Kenli

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas. You 
are my favorite. Whats going on 
whith your elf and Rudolph. Could 
you bring me a scooter and a bone 
and a elf on the self. Please and 
thank you? Have a nice flight. New 
soes please
Love, Braylong Shannon

Dear Santa,
Hi! How you doing? Hope your 
feeling good! Plase could you get 
me these? A cozmon more wii 
games and a DS I with some game 
for it? Zipper will tell you the rest! 
Don’t get lost! Bye!
Love, Xzavier Seibert

Dear Santa,
How are doig. I hope the raindear 
are doing good. This is what I want 
four crismas is a hover board a 
ps4 candy bmx bike. Oh and have 
a niec trip. 
Signed, Michael Tarwater

Dear Santa,
I hope you arnt to cold. Also Eter is 
not to much teruble. Merry Christ-
mas. Now let’s get to the presents. 
First if you can I want a huverbord. 
Jojo box and for my stocking supris 
me. 
Love, Sloan 

Dear Santa, 
I’m excitied for Christmas! How are 
you and Mrs. Claus? Can you bring 
me a fingerling and a sleeping 
mask? Or a elf in our classroom 
and a note pade with a pen with 
a fluffy ball on to of it? I will leave 
cookies and milk for you. How is 
Rudolph and the other reindeer. 
Also can you bring a phone for 
Christmas. Have a great flight and 
at home can I have a elf at home 
please. 
Love, Annie

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus and you and your 
Elf. How is Rudolph. How is the 
north pole. Colde I have a tadiit? 
And a logo? And dogman books? 
And some soft soks. 
Love, Kaedence

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa I hope you have a sath flit. 
I whil leve cookies and milk. Here 
are the thing I waint a phone a 
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With bright wishes to you 
and yours at this merry 

season. Many thanks for 
your loyal patronage.

EnerStar Electric Co-op    
800-635-4145

11597 IL Highway 1
Paris, Illinois  61944

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

www.enerstar.com

It’s that magical feeling of 
Christmas, and we hope it fills you 
with enough joy to last all year!

There’s
 Something in
    the Air…

217-465-5821
1-800-865-2670

FAX 217-463-7265
208 W. Washington Street
Paris, Illinois  61944-1723

 Merry Christmas 
from all of us at Allied Capital Title

Merry 
Christmas

Edgar County

Thanks for 
making the 

2018 season 
bright!

LETTERS
FROM C SECTION

a seknt x-box, a huvrbord and all 
the dogman books. Love Santa
Love, Graham

Dear Santa,
I will set out some cookes and I will 
set out some milk. Will you bring 
me some pokemen cards and a 
pokeman book and a elf on a shelf 
and PAW PAW pattol toys. Code you 
plese bring me tese things Santa.
Love, Tanner

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer and elves and 
Rudolph and you and Mrs. Claus. 
Could you bring a toy horse a toy 
tigers a toy dogs and a toy wolf 
a toy doll a toy baby anmal a toy 
baby doll. Stay warm Santa Claus 
and the Reindeer and Rudlph.
Love, your friend, Lilly

Dear Santa,
I can’t wait for crimes. I’ll make 
some cookies and milk and I hope 
you Mr. Claus in the cold. And plese 
if I’m in the good list. I want a soft 
blakt. I also want lelsgo pikcue. 
And a cuputer. I hope you have a 
gret trip. 
Love, Santy

Dear Santa,
I have been super good! I hope 
Rodolph is happy! May I have these 
Ninjago sets. Kai’s blade cycl and 
Kai’s blacksmith shop.
From Calhoun

Dear Santa,
I have been good. I wish you cood 
be at the consrt. I will breeg you 
cookes and milk. May I plees have a 
phone. Merry Christmas Santa.
Love, Braylynn

Dear Santa,
Your nic and your a fun guy. Do 
you love everyone. You even love 
techer. Can you giv me my remote 
controlled helicopter. 
Love, Gavin

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope my dad 
dose not trn on the fire. Win you 
come in you will see decorotions 
and cookies and milk. I whant a 
basketball and a bonbon that has 
my name on the aer. Pleas thanks 
Santa. 
Molly 

Dear Santa,
How are you? I been good. How are 

you si rood of reedey. I will lev milk 
and cookies? I wut a trampoline 
and a American Girl.
From Avery

Dear Santa,
I’m fine. How are you. I will give you 
cookies and not choklite. I want 
sword a halo one. 
From Coltyn

Dear Santa, 
I wut a cop cor and a pes hot. I will 
lev you cookies and sum milk. I hav 
bin good. I hop Rioph gets bedr. 
Love, Zach

Dear Santa,
Wil you get me Nintendo DS?
Merry Christmas, Kutler

Dear Santa,
How are you? Santa! I hop roodoph 
will been mea wrapple and a Ameri-
can Girl and a Barbie. Bin good.
Merry Chrismas Mia

Dear Santa,
I wut a American Girl. I will have 
smo hot hoct cookies for you Santa 
have decorations. I haeve bi gud.
Love your friend Serenity

Dear Santa,
I have bin good. I want a skate-
board. I will leave cookies and milk. 
From Bradlee

Dear Santa,
Hi I will leav you cookies. I have ben 
good. I wish for a book. Theacky 
you a lot. 

Merry Christmas, Isabella

Dear Santa,
How are you doing. I love you. I will 
lev you millce and koces. Can you 
bring me a bic and lego ninjago and 
a break out beast and Nintendo DS 
and lego. 
Love, Ajay

Dear Santa,
Hi how are you doing? I hope you 
are doing good. I have ben good 
an you breing me a lol and a sunny 
day play set and famley and frids! 
From Nova

Dear Santa,
How have you been. I hope you 
have been well. Can you breing 
me a scooter an a break out beast. 
Cookes an milk! 
Love, Parker

Dear Santa,
I hope your doing good. I hope 
Rodofe is redy. Im going to leave 
randear good easily for all randear. 
I want a Nintendo and haveboard 
and that’s it!
Love, Zylee

Dear Santa,
Christmas is koming soon. I have 
bin good for you. Are you going to 
giv me presis? I want a Nintedo 
Swich for my fame can you bring 
it? 
Merry Chrismas, Iziah

Dear Santa,
How is you els? I will giv you good 

cookies and mic. I wut you to giv 
me Lego rasut and 2 pups! 
Love, Grace

Dear Santa,
Iv bin good! Can I hav a Nintendo 

Drawing by Ella, Kansas Elementary
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1500 N Michigan Ave.  • Marshall, IL
(866) 756-5684 • www.dorsettford.com

With best wishes to your and yours, 
Merry Christmas!

Warmest
Wishes

at Christmastime

May the joyous spirit and blessings of Christmastime 
resound in your heart and

home all year. We greatly appreciate your friendship and 
support at the holidays

and year round, and we thank you for being a continued part 
of our success and

good fortune here. We feel truly blessed to be a part of 
this fine community.

www.eagleridgeparis.com  
928 Clinton Road

217-463-3434

DashingThrough 
the Snow to 

Deliver Our Best 
Wishes!

Thank you for your 
patronage, friends. 
We look forward to 

serving you again soon.

Over the hills and through the snow
From our home to yours, we think 

you should know
That we wish you and yours only 

the best:
Goodwill, good fortune and 

everlasting happiness!

ESTATE SALES

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

from HPTrader Estate Sales

BEST WISHES FOR
THE HAPPIEST OF HOLIDAYS!

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, Owners 
217-251-5871  HPTraderEstateSales.com

MSB Transportation
319 E. Union • Paris

(217) 463-2706

The greatest gifts 
are the people who 
bring us joy, and we 
count you among 
them. Thanks for 
brightening our year 
with your visits. 

We wish you 
a wonderful 
Christmas!

Merry, Bright
& Just Right!

Drawing by Harper, Kansas Elementary

and a Nintendo and Cosmoe and 
Boscr and lagose and a pame 
pocumone phor my DS and a game 
of the new Mareoe! I can not giv 
you cookies! 
Luv Carson 

Dear Santa,
How are you? I have been good! I 
wont a LOL doll house and Ameri-
can Girl legos. I will giv you cookies 
and milk. 
Thanks, Ariah

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope your ranbers 
are good. I want a huvrbord and 
a skatbord. I want books and a 
basketball and a ninjago. 
Love, Hunter

Dear Santa,
My name is Issac. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could come every day.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Wyatt. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 

really like it if you could bring me 
Jurassic World Fallen Kingdom 
toys.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Carter. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
nerf gun.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Coby. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a toy nerf 
gun.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Sophie. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Lol dolls, clothes, blankets, and 
shoes.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Krayton. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
games and a drone.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Conner. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 

really like it if you could bring me 
games and toys.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Lexie. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
a LOL doll house and more LOL 
dolls.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Hudson. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
nerf gun and hot wheels.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Quailon. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
a toy gun.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Jaci. I am 5 years old. 
I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
real kitten and a box of toys.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Matthew. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 

a semi.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Sam. I am 6 years old. 
I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
pack of toys and a toolbox.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Lanie. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
unicorn squishies.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Zoe. I am 5 years old. 
I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
LOL dolls.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Lukas. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
game, toys, nerf gun and a lizard.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Leo. I am 5 years old. 
I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Osmo, legos, and hot wheels.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
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Thank you to all of our wonderful customers for a GREAT year!

2120 S. Main  •  Paris, IL 61944  •  (217) 465-8484

D-I SUPPLY
Division of D-I  SUPPLY

POOLS & SPASIntegrity

The holiday season may be in full swing, 
but we’re never too busy to appreciate 

great customers like you!

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

and

Wishing you a season filled with every 
little happiness.

Thank you for being such great clients and friends!

Larry, Drew, Lori and Linda

Jones & Griffin Law Offices, P.C.
110 E. Washington Street, P.O. Box 8   •  Paris, Illinois

217-465-7525

 Connecting you to Jesus and each other this Christmas 

From our family to yours, best wishes for a blessed and joyous Christmas.

The Reason for the Season

Lake Ridge Christian Church
122 E. Steidl Rd., P.O. Box 578

 Paris, IL 61944

Merry     
Christmas  
AMERICA!
Bring Home 
the Feeling of 
Christmas
May the spirit 
of Christmas fill 
your heartand 
home with 
peace, joy and 
contentment.

Merry Chistmas & Happy New Year,
Edgar County Democratic Boosters

Dear Santa,
My name is Isaac. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
remote control car and a toy dog.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Sutton. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would re-
ally like it if you could bring me an 
iPad, an Xbox and a Play Station 4.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
Dear Santa,
My name is Mylah. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This 
year I have been really good. I 
would really like it if you could 
bring me a Barbie Dream 
Camper, a toy bow and arrow and 
makeup.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Michael. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Xbox, Fortnight, a phone, a tablet 
and a bow and arrow.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Ryker. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
an Imaginex T-Rex and Jurassic 
World Legos.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Mason. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
hello neighbor.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Oakley. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
a Halo game, soldier men and a 
teddy bear.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Jacob. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
robot and a game.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,

My name is Liberty. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
reindeer, a doll and a cat.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Carter. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This 
year I have been really good. I 
would really like it if you could 
bring me a teddy bear, an Xbox 
and Star Wars.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
Dear Santa,
My name is Bristol. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
horses with a show barn.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Max. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a train.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Kinley. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
mermaid, $100.00, a fish tank and 
a snow globe.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Evie. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a violin, a 
Mermaid Barbie and a pet dolphin.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Joe. I am 6 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me a race car.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Brysen. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
battle robot.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Elijah. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
a robot to play with, Legos and a 
robot cat.

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Leo. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me Legos and 
a robot.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Hunter. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
wrestling barricades and a remote 
control helicopter.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Kallie. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
an LOL big surprise, doll and, and 
pink or purple slime.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Kendall. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me a 
big LOL doll, a unicorn pillow, and a 
baby doll.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Teya. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really 
like it if you could bring me LOL 
big bear, blue slime, and a light-up 
pillow.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Priya. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really 
like it if you could bring me an LOL 
dollhouse, an LOL big surprise, and 
a baby doll.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Calli. I am 6 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really 
like it if you could bring me an LOL 
dollhouse, a pink light-up cat, and 
glow slime.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Addi. I am 5 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really 
like it if you could bring me an LOL 

dollhouse, pink or purple slime, and 
a JoJo light-up pillow.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Staley. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would re-
ally like it if you could bring me an 
iPod, LOL doll, and colored slime.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Olivia. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
LOL doll and pink slime.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Addyson. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Shopkins, an LOL doll, and purple 
slime.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Ethan. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
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Paris Branch 
8964 N Terre Haute Road | (217) 465-7641

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS!

FFBT.COM
Member FDIC

We hope it’s filled with love, laughter, 
faith, friendship, health and happiness. 

Thanks so much for your companionship 
and business at the holidays and all year. 

Folks like you make it all worthwhile!

McCulloch
Farms

PARIS, IL
18617 E. 1500th Rd.

McCulloch
Farms

Merry Christmas!

Drawing by Ariel, Kansas Elementary

really like it if you could bring me 
semis with forklifts, and kinetic 
sand.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Chase. I am 6 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Legos and a semi.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Owen. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would 
really like it if you could bring me 
Minecraft toys and Minecraft 
stuffed animals.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Sam. I am 6 years old. I 
live in Paris, Illinois. This year I have 
been really good. I would really like 
it if you could bring me the PS4 
Farm Simulator, a nerf gun, and 
kinetic sand.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
My name is Zayne. I am 5 years 
old. I live in Paris, Illinois. This year 
I have been really good. I would re-
ally like it if you could bring me toy 
monster trucks with dirt, kinetic 
sand, and a semi.
Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa
I ben a little good but my brother 
is driving me crazy. I want a skate 
board, and a guitar with a amp. 
And my favorite is the booster 
box. Christmas is my favorite 
holiday. 
Love Brayden

Dear Santa,
I know I have ben good this year. 
I helped clean the tables at co-op 
Grill.
1. squishies
2. slime
3. LOL dolls
I want squishes the most because I 
just love squishies. I hope you love 
your cookies.
Merry Christmas
Love, Remi

Dear Santa, 
This year I ben a little naughty, me 
and my brother fight all the time. 
This year I whant a pool, dude 
perfect hat, and soggy Doggy. I like 
Soggy Doggy bucuse it looks fun 
to play. 

I hope your rain deer get good rest. 
Love Bentley

Dear Santa,
I have been naughty this year 
because I had a little bit of fits. But 
I want for Christmas is a watch. But 
Also I wunt Legos. But the mast I 
want a Barbie hause. I hope you will 
find my new house.
Love Norma

Dear Santa,
I have been good but bad because 
me & my sissy fighted. I will tell you 
what I what for Christmas. First I 
what slime. Next I what a wii. Last 
I want an xbox one. I hope you like 
your milke & cookes. 
Love Myah

Dear Santa, 
I know I have been good this year, 
but I have got into a couple of 
fightes this year. I want my own 
LoL doll, squishes, and slime. I 
want these three things because 
I have been asking it my whole 
life. I am hoping I get it this year. 
I will leave you milk and cookies. 
And a carot for the rander. Merry 
Christmas eve.
Love Lexi

Dear Santa.
I have bin notey and nice but I no 
that I have to pick one so I pick nice 
because I am nice to my bruther 
but he hasint bin nice to me. All I 
wunt for Chrstmas is a xboxone 
card with $50 on it and fortnite 
on xboxone. I also want a gameing 
char. 

Dear Santa
I know I have been bad but I’ll try 
harder next year. For Christmas I 
want an I-phone a conpoter that 
turns to a lap-top and a bike that 
has training weels. My most fa-
vorite one that I like is the i-phone 
because I like them a bunch. 
I love you Santa.
Love Chennel

Dear Santa, I have ben nice 
because I pick up my room. I want 
racers and, robots and, legos. 
The thing I want the most is legos 
because I like to buld. I hope you 
like chookies and milk. 
Love Ryan

Dear Santa,
I have been good becase I helpt my 
parints. I whant pokèmon cards, 
and a Nintendoe, last I whant a 
new Back pack. My favorite thing 
I whant is a Nintendoe. I hope you 

get these items. 
Liam

Dear Santa,
I know I had some ruffe and good 
times and I punch my brother 
gary in the head. The three things 
I want is, the lego cardatorous set, 
the indomnis lego set and halo 
warhog car set. The favorite thing 
I want is the halo set, becuz I like 
to build. I will be watching mister.
Derek

Dear SANTA,
I have been good, I help clen my 
hous. Can I hav for Christmas a 
my little pony set, a Big hello Kitty 
stufft animal, and slime. 
The toy I want the most is my little 
pony set because I love them. 
I hope you like my cookes. 
Love Anya

Dear Santay
I been naughty because I hit my 
sister. I will be good this year. I 
want slime and a computer four 
Christmas. I want slime because its 
sticky and fun
I hope you like the cookis.
Love Zoey

Dear Santa,
I been good this year because I 
don’t have a elf on the shelf and 
I never had one. This year I want 
a ps4 and slime and dress shoes. 
The one I want most is a ps4 
because I want to have the sims 4 
game. Don’t forget my house.
Love Alexus

Dear Santa,
I have ben a little good but I got in a 
fight with my borther. But this year 
I have ben realy good. I helpd my 
mom with the hole house. I want 
a L,O,L Doll, slime and a new Back 
Pack. Thi thing I love the most is 
L,O,L Doll
Have a nice Christmas 

KANSAS 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Dear Santa,
I like you! I would like two dinsrs. 
I would like five nrf guns. Have a 
good trip to the North Pole.
Love, Jason

Dear Santa,
You are osum Santa! Santa do you 
have magik. My mom would want 
a ring please. I want a China fan. I 

want a cop car. How is Mrs. Clos. 
Love, Denim

Dear Santa,
I like you. You are cool. Can you 
bring me toys. I want everything 
Barbies. I want everything cool. 
Thax for my preins.
Love, Katelynn

Dear Santa,
I want you to have a good Crismis 
so can you please bring me presits. 
Can you bring us games and RC 
cards and nerf guns. I fel bud for 
you because it is so cold. 
Love, Ryder

Dear Santa,
I like your face. I like your hat. I 
want to give Henry a dinosr. I want 
a rumot cuntrott our car and a DS. 
Be saf.
Love, Nathan

Dear Santa,
Will you get me a romot cuntral 
spidr. I love you Santa. I like your 
randeer.
Love, Dgian

Dear Santa,
I love you Santa. You are osim. Can 
I please get you toot and life PS4. 

Can my Dad get no more back 
pain. Can my Mom have a new fone 
case. I hope you like my milk. Have 

a merry Christmas. Can I get a new 
fone? 
Love, Kyson
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Rejoice!

Merry Christmas!

As we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, we hope your hearts are 
filled with the same wonderful 

feeling of abundant joy.

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Service
11 p.m. with candlelight 

& carols

The Staff
of ECSSA

Peace. Faith. Love.
At this time of great joy and celebration, we hope 
the blessings of family, friendship and 

fellowship surround you.

Thank you for welcoming 
us into this fine community, 
friends. We are grateful for 
the opportunity to serve you.

 Merry Christmas to you and yours!

SHILOH 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a turtle, Nerf guns, 
hot wheels cars, stuffed animals, a 
new bike, and books. Thank you for 
sending Elsa, my elf on the shelf, 
down from the North Pole. Thank 

Wishing You 
a Holiday 

Rich in 
Blessings

Love, friendship, health, happiness, peace, 
goodwill and contentment…we hope your 
holiday season is filled with all the things 

that matter most.

Merry Christmas!

Drawing by Patty, Kansas Elementary

Dear Santa,
You are the best. How is Mrss. 
Chlos. My I get Oswod some clos. I 
haeint been rily good this year. May 
I have a sled. I would like a little 
sewing set. I would like a surprise 
for Christmas. Merry Christmas 
to Santa. 
Love, Harrer

Dear Santa,
How are you. I bet you are doing 
fin. My gram a did II was vare sad. 
I would like a lol big sis grise for 
Christmas. Hay is for horses. I love 
you xxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxxo
Love, Ella

Dear Santa,
My favorite halluday is Chrissmis. 
I’m thankfull for what you do for 
us. I hope I’m on the nice list. This 
is what I want for Chrissmis. 2 
gatllins of gloo and stuf to make 
slime and a lot of cuntaners a prity 
prity ring and a surprise from you. 
Love, Jenna

Dear Santa,
I love you Santa. You got my toys 
Santa is the best. Santa I ant shoes. 
I would like a mast. Thinx for the 
toys. 
Love, Kricz

Dear Santa,
I love you! I have been an is grill 
Xzavier has been men. I havnt been 
good Please can I have a toy fox 

and a cumptr. I thank you for toys. 
I’m Santa. 
Love, Lily

Dear Santa,
You will be safe on a roof I woud like 
a ramot control truc that can go 
fast. Please feed your rander. 
Love, Xzavlet

Dear Santa,
You are osum! I would like the 
Jondeer bed, please. I am kind 
of good. I want a mostr truck 
remote cantrol. I like your elves. 
I want to nerf guns. I am going to 
give Nathan a msids truck. Merry 
Christmas. You are kind. Ou are 
the best. I like your majick elve. 
You’re randeer are asum. I am 
cindol asum too. 
Love, Henry Tate

Dear Santa,
You are osum! Merry Christmas. 
I would like a havr bord please. I 
would like a pink cowgirl hat for 
Christmas. Pleas breng my mom a 
neclis. You radeer are osum. 
Love, Kennedee

Dear Santa,
I like you. I want 2 sniper nerf guns. 
I am going to git my mom a ring. 
You are asem. 
Love, Jaxson

Dear Santa,
I love you. I want an iphone 9, 

drone, boots, Barbies, horses, 
goldfish and my own room. 
Love, Patty

Dear Santa,
How do you know all the kids 
names in the world? I want a Ju-
rassic World lego set and a drone. I 
love you. I hope I get presents. 
Your friend, Gavin
Dear Santa,
I would like a Lego Indoraptor 
please. And a Mosasaurus set, 
phone, dinosaurs set, RC tractor, 
and a Megaladon toy. 
Your friend, Axel

Dear Santa,
How do your reindeer fly? I really 
like the presents you gave me last 
year. This Christamas I would like a 
apple 6 (not a real apple), a coton 
candy maker, a set of beads, a 
watch and a pet fish. 
Your friend, Ariel

Dear Santa,
You are the best person in the 
world. I want a hoverboard for 
Christmas. And I was a PS4. And I 
want a phone. 
Your friend, Jameson

Dear Santa, 
What do reindeer eat? Some 
people think you are not real but I 
think you are real. I want a Mosa-
sauru lego set, a Indoraptor lego 
set, a giant giraffe, Megladon lego 
set and everyone to have a good 
Christmas. And for everybody to 
believe in you. 
Your friend, Carter

Dear Santa,
How old are you? I would like a 
robot, leap frog batteries, dinosaur 
toys, tittle live pets. 
Your friend, Edith

Dear Santa,
How do you know all of the chil-
dren? I want a hoverboard. I want 
a green bike, PS4, 2 elves, drone, 
iphone 9 and a trash-eating robot. I 
love you Santa!
Your friend, Jaxan Jones

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my bey blades. May 
I please have a dog? Allso can 
I have a PS4? And can I have a 
drone? Can I have persimmons? I 
don’t know all the other presents I 
wold want so surprise me! 
Your friend, Abdisa

Dear Santa,
What do reindeer eat? I want a 

princess costum, phone, snow 
boots, barbies, lol dolls, and dry 
erase markers. 
Your friend, Lucy

Dear Santa,
I love the toys you gave me. I love 
horses. I need a big toy barn and 
lots of fences and feed. I need a 
horse trailer and some riding pants 
and riding boots. Love Santa. 
From, Maddox 

Dear Santa,
I missed you all summer. How do 
you work with all the elves? I at so 
love mittie and mites. They did not 
move. Can I have a LOL doll pet. My 
brother is doing good. I am doing 
good too. I will help my mom a lot. 
Your friend, Aubree
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514 S. Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944

Thiel Accounting

(217) 463-6950

Joy 
to the 

World
We’d like to take this opportunity to 

wish you and yours a bright and 
beautiful holiday season. May it 

be filled with reasons to celebrate!

Merry 
Christmas!

Paul and Sherry Staley

Merry Christmas!
May God bless you in the New Year.

Thanks for your loyal support of Pumpkin Works the last 26 years!

From the Office and Staff of the From the Office and Staff of the 
Edgar County Circuit Clerk Edgar County Circuit Clerk   

Angela R. BarrettAngela R. Barrett   

Drawing by Halle, Shiloh Elementary

Drawing by Briar, Shiloh Elementary

Drawing by Bryer, Shiloh Elementary

you.
Love, Bryer

Dear Santa,
I wont a spruers and I wont a racer 
car. I wont a herg and a moring 
grater. I ont new chose and a WWII 
for play Mario kuart. He wonts 
mose trucks.
Dear, Kane 

Dear Santa,
Please bring me
Mybro
Monster truck

A nerf gun
A hotwheels truck
Braxton
Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want Baby Alive, 
a kitty, a tooze toy, a toy tiger, 
toy car, slinkey toy, a unicorn toy, 
puppy. 
From Makyalei

Dear Santa,
I would like a stuffed animal, a 
scooter, a unicorn, a phone, a tuba, 
a unicorn movie, two elves. I would 
also like a JoJo bow, a real deer, a 

gizmo watch, two hundred crayons 
with a coloring book. 
Love, Layke

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a balit shoos real 
pet kiten. 
Lily 

Dear Santa,
I would like a unicorn Pet and a 
toy elf, a stuffed animal kitty. I 
would also like a Gizmo Watch 
because I can call my mom and 
games. I would also like new pink 
slippers. 
Willow

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a train, turtle, nerf 
gun, bunny RC car and copy stuff. 
Thank you for your time and effort. 
Kramer say I’ve been a good boy 
this year!
Sincerely, Jackson

Dear Santa,
I would like family pictures, 2 
hunting dogs. I also would like a 
green go car, a real dirtbike, a real 
forwheeler. I want a new hand gun 
to give to my dad, and a new phone 
for my mom, new hunting clothes, 
a mibro. 
Love, Garstan

Dear Santa,
I would like a dirt bik, a jumangi 
game and a Mibro.
Love, Keagan

Dear Santa,
I would like … 
Drummer set, gutair, liallet, piano, 
iphone, stuff animal, microphone. 
Love, Brendan

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a RC CAR, Xbox, 
hot wheels, four wheeler, nerf guns, 
bubble gum machine, a dirt bike. 
From Eli

Dear Santa,
I would like pure gold and a cargo 
ship, a baby kitten, city skylines.
Sincerely, Devan

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a x-box, a new 
four-wheeler, stuffed animals, new 
chlothes, and games for the x-box. 
Lily the elf says I’ve been a very 
good boy this year. 
Sincerely, Gunner

Dear Santa,
I would like some big newborn 
baby doll clothes. I would also like 

a phone. Please and thank you! P.S. 
I would also like a brown dog. And 
a unicorn!
Love, Leah

Dear Santa,
Please bring me an elf on the 
shelf, a dirt bike, hot wheels race 
cars and a four wheeler. Thank 
you for the past presents you’ve 
given me. 
From, Landon

Deer Santa,

For Christmas I want is tablet, 
entendo ds red box, a real snake, 
xbox, a remote control plan. I would 
also like a Xbox battle box. I would 
also like a Spiderman toy. 
From Jeremiah

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a DS, Martials 
Ultimate fire truck, X-box 1, and a 
laptop. 
Love, Briar

Dear Santa,

Please bring me 
X-box
My bro
A four wheeler
A door for my room
Tools toolbox
TV 
Phone
David

Dear Santa,
I want for Chistmas Blak Ops 3, 
rabbit, xbox 1, parver toy house.
Love, Joe
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street •Paris, IL 61944 
(217) 465-6311

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Celebrating
the Reason for the Season

As we revel in the joy and festivities of the Christmas season, we 
are moved to remember the greatest gift of all: the birth of our 
Savior. His eternal love for us brings peace and contentment to 

our hearts at this holy time and all year.

Merry Christmas and Blessings to You and Yours!

Merry 
Christmas

Thank you for your support in our first year 
of business. We look forward to 

many years of making memories with you.

From  ourfamily
to yours

Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department

Jeff Wood, Sheriff & Staff

Merry 
Christmas 

from our family to yours!

GIRL SCOUTS GO A-CAROLING

Special to The Prairie Press

Girl Scouts from Paris Troop #2080 recently visited local nursing homes for caroling and giving residents new Christmas cards 
from saved cards. The girls are shown here with residents of Paris Healthcare.

Drawing by Peyton, Shiloh Elementary

Dear Santa,
I would like a freddy fasbear lunch-
box and a ed jds. 
Love, Haiden

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a bike, nerf guns, 
electric four-wheeler, green go-car, 
electric dirt bike, presents for my 

mom, presents for both grand-
mas and grandpas, fake poop for 
my sister and medicine for my 
grandpa. 
Please and thank you Keith
 
Dear Santa,
Please bring me stuffed horse, 
a sequins pillos, a surprise, a 
hoverboard, two chapter books 
new blankets, my front tooth, my 
own ordament for the Christmas 
tree, a stuff elf that look like my elf 
Twinkle, new American Girl Doll, 
hairbands, notebook and pencil, a 
little Christmas tree. 
Love, Addy

Dear Santa,
I would like you to bring my go 
car, lasso, farming toys and lasso 
dummy. 
Sincerely, Kollen

Dear Santa,
I would like a Barbie Medical am-
bulance, a Barbie tree house, and a 
Barbie dollhouse. 
Love, Mialynn

Dear Santa, 
Please bring me a pair of roller 
skates, 200 page notebook, ukulele, 

skate board. 
Love, Gavin

Dear Santa,
I would like a doll, a pillow, and 
some new games. 
Love, Cylee

Dear Santa,
I would like a paw patrol headquar-
ters, and the characters. I would 
also like a pj masks headquarters, 
and the characters and more toys. 
Love, Avery

Dear Santa,
I would like a tablet, and a unicorn 
shirt, a remote control car, and a 
stuffed animal. 
From, Karma

Dear Santa,
I wood like a nerf gun, PS4 and a 
remote controlled monster truck. 
Thank you Santa.
Anthony

Dear Santa,
I would a nerf gun, a remote con-
traled boat, remote contraled cars. 
Thank you, Collin

Dear Santa,

Please bring me a bare, aamat, 
horses. 
Love, Halle
Dear Santa,
I would like a playstaion 4 and the 
game Little Big Planet and Pom 
Pom Kitties. 
Love, Cheyenne

Dear Santa,
Please bring me American Girl dolls 
and clothes for my dolls. I would 
also like lots and lots of candy. I 
would also like LOL dolls. I would 
also like my favorite chips Doritos. 
Last certainly not least Mountain 
Dew. 
Love, Charley

Dear Santa,
I would like a lol doll and stuffed 
animals and a cloring book. 
Love, Claire

Dear Santa,
Please bring me I want a dog and 
cat. A lol suprice doll big sisters. 
Bady hatchmal. fox fin ready grany 
google eys. 
Sincerely: Haliegh

Dear Santa,
I would like a fluffy sloth.

Love, Callie
Dear Santa,
I would like game S phone apple 
phone 10xr, cap gun
Weston 

Dear Santa,
Please bring me a kittin, trampo-
lean, a toy pointer, a new pretty 
dress. 
Love, Maeleigh

Dear Santa,
Please bring me xbox and games, 
nerf gun, lego lamp, iphone 10xr
Gumbello

Dear Santa,
I would like a skateboard, bobit, 
clown mask, pillow, microphone, 
phone.
Love, Rylee

Dear Santa,
I would like a skateboard, fish, X-box 
one and a lol surprise bigger sprise. 
Love, Peyton

Dear Santa,
I would like a pompomcat, a skate-
board, a puppet show, and a phone 
and a fish. 
Love, Nevaeh

BY MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH
Associated Press

BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
(AP) — A historic renovation 
of the Church of the Nativity 
is lifting spirits in the biblical 
town of Bethlehem ahead of 
Christmas, offering visitors a 
look at ancient mosaics and 
columns that have been re-
stored to their original glory 
for the first time in 600 years.

City officials hope the 
renovation at the traditional 
birthplace of Jesus will boost 
tourism and a weak economy 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, and perhaps slow a de-
cades-long drain of the Chris-
tian population from the lands 
where the faith was born.

"Christians are leaving the 
Holy Land due to the lack of 
peace and economic hardships 
and we are struggling to keep 
them in their homeland," said 
Bethlehem Mayor Anton Sal-
man. "This is one of the ways."

The renovation started in 
2013, a year after UNESCO 

declared the church a world 
heritage site, and is expected 
to be completed by the end 
of next year. The Palestinian 
Authority formed a commit-
tee of local Christian leaders 
to oversee the renovation and 
contracted an Italian company 
to carry out the project.

Ziad al-Bandak, the com-
mittee head, said it has col-
lected $14 million out of $17 
million needed. Roughly half 
of the funding has come from 
the Palestinian Authority and 
local Muslim and Christian 
businesses, and the rest from 
foreign donors.

"It has become such a beau-
tiful church," he said. "Every 
Christian in the world would 
love to see it now."

One of Christianity's most 
sacred shrines, the church was 
built in the 4th century by St. 
Helena over a cave where the 
Virgin Mary is said to have giv-
en birth. What pilgrims mostly 
see today is the basilica built by 
Byzantine Emperor Justinian I, 

Church renovation lifting spirits in Bethlehem
who ruled from 527 to 565.

Neglected for decades before 
the renovation, the roof of the 
church was leaking, windows 
were broken, mosaics were 
covered in grime and walls and 
columns were damaged.

After five years of work, it 
has been transformed.

Emad Nassar, a Palestinian 
engineer overseeing the reno-
vations, said the project start-
ed with the ceiling. Roughly 
10 percent of the beams were 
replaced with wood imported 
from old destroyed churches in 
Italy, windows were fixed, and 
outside stones and walls were 
renovated.

Perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge has been repairing the 
badly damaged 2,000 square 
meter (21,500 square foot) 
wall mosaic. So far, 120 square 
meters (1,292 square feet) 
have been restored, depicting 
images of Christ and Christian 
saints. Workers are also restor-
ing a floor mosaic.

The restoration process is 
meticulous and painstaking. 
As Nassar spoke, three Ital-
ian workers were cleaning a 
mosaic with tiny brushes and 
covering them with protective 
material.

"In the coming year, we are 
going to continue renovating 
the columns, the floor mosa-
ic, the tiles and the front yard 
floor," Nassar said.

The delicate relations be-
tween the Holy Land's major 
Christian denominations have 
factored into the poor condi-
tion of the church. The Roman 
Catholic, Greek Orthodox and 
Armenian churches have tradi-
tionally viewed each other with 
deep suspicion.

Under a 19th-century 
agreement called the Status 
Quo, each denomination has 
its own areas and responsi-
bilities. But over the years, 
turf battles have erupted into 
arguments and even fistfights 
among clergymen.

The Rev. Samour, a 70-year-
old Greek Orthodox clergy-
man who has served at the 
church for nearly half a cen-
tury, said the Palestinian Au-
thority managed to get the rival 
churches on board.

The construction did not 
touch the altar crypt with the 
14-point silver star marking 
the spot where, according to 
Christian tradition, Jesus was 
born. Although it also needs 
renovation, the churches have 
not yet reached an agreement 
on the crypt.

Bethlehem is heavily de-
pendent on Christmas tour-
ism, with hotels, restaurants 
and gift stores doing much of 
their business during the short 
holiday season. The renovated 
church has become a popular 
destination.

"The mosaic on the walls is 
very beautiful, and the reno-
vation is very impressive," said 
Sandris Gradins, a 31-year-old 
tourist from Latvia.

After dipping in 2015 and 
2016, tourism has seen a come-
back in the past two years, of-
ficials say. The mayor said he 
expects 1.2 million visitors this 
year.

Tourism Minister Rula 
Maayah said she is working 
with Christian officials to ex-
pand visiting hours to accom-
modate the long lines.

An ambitious program has 
been set up for Christmas this 
year, she said. The municipality 
recently hosted representatives 
of 14 twin cities from around 
the world for a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony. Foreign 
musicians performed Christ-
mas songs during the event.

Fifteen European countries 
participated in a Christmas 
market in the front yard of the 
church. The municipality also 
has been building a Christmas 
village for children.

But whether the city's efforts 
can stop the long-term outflow 
of Bethlehem's Christians 
remains to be seen. As else-
where in the Arab world, the 
local Christian community has 
struggled for decades, escaping 
conflict and economic troubles 
in search of better opportuni-
ties abroad.

In the Holy Land, Israel's 
half-century-old occupation 
of the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem, and more than a 
decade of rule by the Islamic 
militant group Hamas in Gaza 
have significantly worsened 
the situation.

A 2017 census in the West 
Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem 
counted just under 47,000 Pal-
estinian Christians, or about 1 
percent of a Palestinian pop-
ulation of close to 4.8 million. 
Twenty years earlier, Christians 
still made up more than 1.7 per-
cent of the Palestinian popula-
tion, according to the Palestin-
ian Central Bureau of Statistics.

Roughly half of Palestinian 
Christians live in the Bethle-
hem area, where their share 
of the population has also de-
clined significantly.

Wadie Abunassar, a senior 
adviser to church leaders in the 
Holy Land, said the Palestinian 
leadership in the West Bank 
has treated Christians well, but 
that lack of progress toward a 
resolution over Israel and Pal-
estinian statehood have driven 
emigration.

Despite lack of hope, he 
urged Christians to stay.

"This is our homeland. We 
are called to be witnesses for 
Jesus in his homeland," he said. 
"This is a great privilege, which 
most Christians in the world 
don't have."
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From your local University of Illinois Extension Office 
go.illinois.edu/cce

Just like the new year, 4-H is  
about the people, the experiences,

the memories & giving back.   

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

SANTA RIDES TO BROCTON

Special to The Prairie Press

Santa Claus dropped in at the Brocton American Legion Dec. 15 with some help from the Brocton 
Fire Department. Children visited with Santa, received a sack of candy and enjoyed Christmas 
cookies and hot chocolate.

BY JEFF BOBO
Kingsport Times-News

CHURCH HILL, Tenn. 
(AP) — A Hawkins County 
man who has been decorat-
ing roadside Christmas trees 
for the past dozen years is 
tripling his efforts this year in 
case it's his last.

About 12 years ago, Larry 
Williams and his daughter 
joined a lady, Carol Thomp-
son, who was decorating 
trees for Christmas on the 
north end of Bradley Creek 
Road near the Carters Valley 
Road intersection.

It started as a fun project 
for him and his daughter, but 
when she grew out of it, Wil-
liams continued.

Usually he would do about 
10 trees, but earlier this year 
Williams was diagnosed with 
Parkinson's disease.

He's experiencing some of 
the symptoms such as shak-
ing hands, but that hasn't 
discouraged him from mak-
ing this year's display his best 
ever.

As of the end of November, 
he was closing in on 30 trees, 
most of which have been dec-
orated by him, although there 
have been a few friends stop-
ping in to help here and there.

"I want to make it good 

this year in case I can't get 
up there next year," Wil-
liams told the Times News. 
"The lady who started this 
(Thompson) stopped a cou-
ple of days ago and asked if I'd 
gone crazy. She said, 'When 
are you going to stop?' Last 
year I maybe did 10, and they 
werent as bright and pretty as 
they are now."

He added, "I actually enjoy 
doing it. It's something that 
relieves stress. It puts a little 
stress on your legs."

Most of his trees are the 
traditional spruces or pines, 
but he's also got a few non-ev-
ergreens in the mix.

In most cases, the branch-
es of the non-evergreens are 
completely wrapped in gar-
land. One of them he calls 
his "Tree of Many Colors" 
after the famous Dolly Parton 
song.

Every year after Christmas, 
Williams hits the Christmas 
ornament sales. He secures 
the ornaments with strong 
pipe cleaners, and he hasn't 
lost many over the years to 
high winds and rain.

He hoped that all 30 trees 
would have crosses and sev-
eral would be lit with solar 
powered lights.

"Looks kind of spooky at 

night coming through with 
those lights," he said. "It's 
pretty, though."

The architect of Bradley 
Creek Road's Christmas tree 
display has been a mystery to 
most until now. One day the 
trees would be bare, and the 
next day they would be dec-
orated.

But with this year's effort 
being tripled, more people 
have seen Williams on the 
job, and more people have 
stopped to talk to him.

"There are so many people 
who have stopped and said, 
'So you're the one who does 
this,' " Williams said. " 'We fi-
nally get to see who does it.' 
Most of them just say how 
much they like it and enjoy 
coming by and seeing it. It 
puts them in a Christmas 
spirit."

Williams added, "I think 
Christmas just makes you feel 
good. Everybody's laughing 
because I got started in Oc-
tober. They're saying Thanks-
giving isn't here yet and all 
this stuff, but Christmas is 
a happy time of the year for 
most people. If you can help 
make somebody smile or give 
them that extra little boost, 
it's a good thing. The world is 
just too divided now anyway, 

Roadside Christmas decorator triples effort after diagnosis
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Christmas!

so it's a good thing."
A man stopped about a 

week or two and was talking 
to Williams and his friend 
Sherry Bruce, who was help-
ing decorate.

Bruce told the man, "We've 
got plenty of ornaments here 
if you want to help."

The man replied, "I'll tell 
you what. I'll supply the land 
if you'll supply the orna-
ments."

"He said, 'I own it,' " Wil-
liams said. "That was the 
first time I ever met him af-
ter 12 years. He's such a nice 
guy. He said, 'Do what you 
want to.' I told him I'd been 
looking for him for 12 years. 
Nobody knew how to get 
in touch with him. He said, 
'If I didn't want you on it, it 
would be posted.' He said, 'I 
enjoy it, and this is the first 
time I've ever been able to 
catch you.' "

In May, Williams began 

growing his beard so he can 
play Santa Claus.

On Dec. 23 from 1-3 p.m. 
he'll set up a roadside table in 
front of his trees and hand out 
candy to anyone who stops.

He hasn't picked a day yet, 
but one day in December 
passing motorists will see 
Santa Claus on the side of 
Bradley Creek Road.

There are several evergreen 
saplings that will be a perfect 
size to decorate by next year, 
and Williams plans to do just 
that.

But, with his diagnosis, he's 
hoping the good Lord sees 
fit to give home at least one 
more year of decorating.

"You can live a semi-nor-
mal life with this (Parkinson's 
disease), but it's already start-
ing to get harder to get up and 
down this hill," he said. "But I 
really do enjoy it. I just think 
it's cute. I'm a 60-year-old 
man gone crazy."

Special to the Prairie Press

Larry Williams has decorated roadside trees every Christmas 
for more than a decade. Parkinson’s disease could make this 
year’s display his last, so he is determined to make it the most 
dazzling yet. 

BY EDDIE TRIZZINO
Times West Virginian

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (AP) 
— As she looks off the stage 
at an audience of more than 
6,000 people, Sophie Silnicki 
keeps her mind focused on 
the moves.

After a period of grueling 
auditions beginning in April 
where the dancer's skills were 
put to the test, Silnicki earned 
her spot on the Rockettes this 
summer. 

Silnicki now performs 
up to 16 shows a week, re-
hearsing for up to six hours 
a day, six days a week in one 

of the biggest venues in the 
world.

"I first saw the show when 
I was 3 years old in New 
York City at Radio City Mu-
sic Hall, and it was always a 
dream of mine to be a Rock-
ette," she said. Silnicki has 
been dancing since she was 
just 18 months old. 

Luckily, aside from her tal-
ents in dance and her experi-
ence in performing, Silnicki 
also fit the other provisions 
needed to be fit to be a Rock-
ette, including the height re-
quirement of 5-foot-6-inches 
to 5-foot-10-inches, which is 
the stature shared by the en-
tire squad.

"You have to be proficient 
in ballet, tap and jazz," Sil-
nicki said. "I would be at the 

studio from afternoon until 
night training constantly, and 
then I went to the Ballet The-
atre School and San Francisco 
Ballet, so it was a lot of ballet, 
which is really important to 
improve your technique and 
become a strong, well-round-
ed dancer."

Silnicki’s last day off was 
spent visiting patients in a lo-
cal hospital.

"I traveled to New Jersey 
and went into a children's hos-
pital as a Radio City Rock-
ette," she said. "That's another 
benefit of Rockettes: we can 
spread joy to people who may 
not even be able to come to 
the Christmas Spectacular."

Right now, the Rockettes 
are playing performances of 
the annual Christmas Spec-

Dancer lives out dream of becoming a Rockette
tacular show, which is run-
ning until Jan. 1. 

Silnicki's favorite number 
of this show is "New York 
at Christmas," which sees 
the Rockettes board a dou-
ble-decker sightseeing bus on 
stage, which tours around the 
city before finishing in Times 
Square with a red and green 
performance.

Although life and work as a 
Rockette involve long hours 
of performance and even 
more hours of practice and 
rehearsal, Silnicki has been 
enjoying the act, and hopes to 
continue for the foreseeable 
future. 

She recalled her young as-
pirations as a growing dancer, 
and hopes to encourage oth-
ers to chase their dreams.

When watching the show, 
Silnicki said to look out for 
her during probably the most 
iconic staple of the show: the 
kick line. 

At the show-stopping com-
mencement of the famous 
Rockettes kick line, Silnicki 
will be the seventh from the 
right.

"There is definitely hard 
times in dance that you go 
through," Silnicki said. "My 
mom always encouraged me 
to never, never give up on 
your dream, because some-
times they're not always go-
ing to come true, but if you 
continue to work hard and 
train and never lose sight of 
what you want, your hopes 
will come true as they did for 
me."

"In the kick line, I'm sev-
enth from the end on stage 
right, so that's how you could 
always find me," Silnicki said. 
"I really want to encourage 
anyone in the Fairmont area, 
if they are coming to New 
York City this Christmas time 
for any reason, to definitely 
come to Radio City to see the 
show, it's wonderful."

Celebrating The 
Miracle Of His Birth

As we celebrate 
the Miracle 

that took place 
in a simple 

manger so many 
Christmases ago, 
we are filled with 
a sense of peace, 
joy, contentment 
and love that we 

want to share 
with all of our 

good friends and 
neighbors here in 

the community.

We wish you and 
your family all 
the blessings 

this holy 
season holds. 
Thank you for 

your kindness, 
friendship and 

support. 
Merry Christmas!

First Baptist Church of Paris

(217) 463-1600 • 201 S. Central Ave. • parisfbc.org

Dancing since she 
was 3, woman has all 
the right moves now
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Precision 
Collision Inc.
15194 Highway 150 • Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-9500

May Your Days 
Be Shiny & Bright

Wishing you and yours, sleighfuls of happiness at Christmas time 
and throughout the New Year! We hope this holiday season delivers 

everything you’ve been wishing for, right down to the last detail.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Brass Quintet has been busy this holiday season playing for churches, community 
groups and concerts. Members include, from left, Kevin Pruiett, Jim Bellerud, Scott Blair, Eric 
Hendrickson, Pete Templeton and Jared Bowers.

Special to The Prairie Press

Kindergarten students from Crestwood School visited Brookstone Estates and sang Christmas 
carols for the residents.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Mayo Middle School Chorus, under the direction of Jessica Hendrickson, presented its annual 
holiday concert at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. The chorus was featured along with the Paris 
High School Chorus and A Capella group.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Memorial School Kindness Club volunteered to ring the Salvation Army bell for the annual 
Red Kettle Campaign recently at the Kroger Store on East Jasper Street. Proceeds from the annu-
al campaign support local residents in time of need.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris 95 Children’s Choir presented a short concert for the students at Memorial School this 
week as the holidays approached.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School Band director Kevin Pruiett is festive ina 
Christmas suit during Sunday’s holiday concert.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Band members were decked out in their finest ugly Christmas sweaters during the annual holiday concert 
Sunday afternoon at the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Special to The Prairie Press

Santa and Mrs. Claus greet students at Wenz School at the end 
of the school day.

Special to The Prairie Press

Students in Marie Wimsett’s class at Wenz School collected spare change then used the money to buy items for the Blessing Box 
located in front of the Paris Police station.

Christmas cheer, far and near
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Shop with a Cop snapshots

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Cindy Sullivan helps Myah Cloyd try on a coat during Shop with 
a Cop. Sullivan represented PEO Sisterhood, Chapter NX, as a 
volunteer with the event.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Police officers, first responders, numerous other volunteers and families participating in Shop with a Cop filled the aisles of the 
children’s department and shoe section in the Paris Wal-Mart. The event helped 322 Edgar County children get shoes and clothing 
for the winter.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood shakes hands with Stella Bris-
eno after completing shopping together Dec. 15 at Shop with a 
Cop. Also pictured is Amanda Bogle.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Chrisman Police Officer Jeramy Dobkins shops with Jason Evard 
and his children Isabella and Zephan during Shop with a Cop.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Shop with a Cop is Santa approved. Ivan Hires, 
night shift janitor at Wenz Elementary School, volunteered to 
help families shop at the event.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Robert Shannon and his sons, Callen, left, and Braylon, right, 
participate in Shop with a Cop. The boys said they liked the 
clothing they were selecting and their father described Shop 
with a Cop as awesome.
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